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GRACE TIDINGS 
October 2022 — Volume 89 Number 9 

30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA 19607 

Phone: 610.777.7885 

www.graceshillington.org 

http://bit.ly/GraceShillingtonYouTube 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

The quote above is from the book Cultural Architec-
ture: A Path to Creating Vitalized Congregations, by the 
author and Lutheran minister, Douglas Hill. The 
author makes the point of saying that our metric for 
success in churches is antiquated. For too long we 
have based our success on worship attendance, 
membership numbers, and giving. When we focus 
on these numbers the assump-
tion becomes that our goal is to 
get people in the church and 
keep them there. Instead he 
makes the point of saying that 
the church exists to transform 
lives. Information and collecting 
data on attendance, giving, and 
membership does not transform 
lives. Instead personal transfor-
mation occurs through experi-
ence and focused reflection 
about the experience. In other 
words, when we serve our neighbors in our com-
munity, how does that experience feel? How do we 
process and reflect on that opportunity we were giv-
en to serve? If we can create a culture at Grace 
where people are encouraged to tell stories of how 
their lives have been transformed through acts of 
service and generosity then we will be creating a vi-
tal congregation where Christ is at the center of all 
we do and all that we are.  

So to that end, we are going to engage in a process 
to create guiding statements for Grace that will 
form the cultural foundation of everything we do 
here at Grace. We will define our core values, create 
a mission statement, vision statement, and a tag line 
for Grace. We will do all of this by bringing the 
congregation together for three events which we are 

calling Faith Celebrations. Each of 
these celebrations will be centered 
around a meal and a theme. The first 
of these faith celebrations will be held 
on Sunday, October 23 at 5pm in 
Fellowship Hall. We will feed you 
dinner, and our theme for the even-
ing will be “Remember when…” The 
event will take no more than 2 hours 
and you will be home by the time “60 
Minutes” goes on. (Don’t worry, 
we’ve even checked to make sure the 
Eagles are not playing this day!)  

There will be a sign-up sheet in church and we ask 
that you sign up with your name and how many 
people will be attending. If you miss the sheet 
please feel free to call the church office and RSVP 
that way. You do not have to do anything else. You 
don’t need to bring in anything for the meal. Just 
bring yourselves and your desire to be in fellowship 
and conversation with one another. We believe this 
will be a really fun and delicious fellowship event, 

“The church is not the destination people desire. They come searching for something 
deeper, searching for a greater destination. The church serves as a step in aiding people 
to arrive at their desired and true destination, which is life…full, whole, abundant life!” 
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and we are asking you to please save the date and plan to attend. The more voices we have the more sto-
ries there are to share and the more the guiding statements that are formed 
will reflect all the people of Grace.  

We are seeking to help Grace be a place where lives are transformed, 
Christ is at the center of all we do, and the values of our congregation are 
lived out in the world. We hope everyone will want to be part of this excit-
ing process. Let’s build relationships together with Christ at the center so 
that we can journey out into the world to share the love of God with eve-
ryone we meet. Please join us for the journey.  

Blessings, 

 

Pastor Colleen Cox 

No Lone Ranger Christians 

World Communion Sunday, celebrated this year on October 2, reminds us 
there’s no such thing as solitary Christianity. “As Christians we’re called to 
belong, not just to believe,” writes Rick Warren. “We are not meant to live 
lone-ranger lives; instead, we are to belong to Christ’s family and be members 
of his body.” 

After all, Christian fellowship can’t occur without fellow Christians. We can’t 
learn the intricacies of the Bible and theology without preachers and teachers. 
We don’t baptize ourselves. We don’t take Holy Communion alone; in fact, 
the sacrament’s very name refers to interaction with God and others. 

The New Testament clearly states that one cannot be Christian all alone. We 
are members of Christ’s body (Ephesians 5:30). We belong to the family of 
believers (Galatians 6:10). We are “a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 

own people” (1 Peter 2:9, NRSV). So don’t be a lone ranger or a stranger — to worship or to Holy Com-
munion! 

Cents-ible Stewardship 

During a children’s sermon, the pastor gave each child two pennies and told them 
to put one in each hand. “With full hands,” she asked, “how would you do other 
things, like drink a glass of juice?” They’d have to let go of one penny. (Likewise, 
adults must be willing to “let go” of material goods and desires to worship God 
alone.) 

The pastor let the children keep the coins. When my 5-year-old returned to her seat, I suggested she 
could put them in the offering. Her quite loud response was, “NO! I need more money!” (Maybe my at-
home talks about generosity — not to mention the kids message — hadn’t sunk in?) Granted, giving is a 
tough concept, even for grown-ups. But adults would gladly give away “worthless” pennies. 

When the offering plate came by, my daughter put in her pennies all by herself. “Now maybe some little 
girl can eat tonight,” she said. God’s prompting may take some time to change our hearts. But may we all 
give so freely and give up what seems important at the time. —Julie Lee 
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Christian Symbol—Coins 

The Bible often uses coins 
to symbolize human greed. 
During Holy Week, 30 silver 
coins — usually shown with 
a bag or purse — represent 
Jesus’ betrayal by his disciple 
Judas (Matthew 26:14-16). 
Many of Jesus’ teachings are 
about money, including the 
parable of the lost coin. 
Coins also symbolize giving 
as an act of worship, just as 
the widow offered her last 

“mite” (Mark 12:41-44). 

Fall Craft Fair 

It is with sadness that the Craft Fair Committee 
has decided to discontinue the annual craft fair in 
the fall. It is simply too difficult to compete any 
more with the large shows held at larger churches 
and schools in the area. But we had a good run for 
9 years and are very proud that we made a sub-
stantial donation to Grace's food bank over those 
years! We would like to thank all the people in our 
church who showed their support by volunteering 
and/or attending the fair. God bless you!  

The Craft Fair Committee  

Lynne Hammerschmidt, Penny Pinto, Nancy Smith, Lin-
da Miller, Jill Bradley, and June Taubitz  

Pizza With the Pastor 

Beginning on Sunday, October 2, all kids and fam-
ilies are invited to have pizza with the pastor once 
a month. We will meet on the first Sunday of the 
month at 5pm in Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy 
yummy pizza, hear a story, do an activity that you 
and your family are invited to take home. We will 
get to know one another and end in a circle prayer. 
The whole evening will last one to one and one-
half hours. This is a great way for all of us to get 
to know one another better. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Pastor Colleen.  

Reading-Berks 41st Annual CROP 

Hunger Walk 

Gring’s Mill 

October 9, 2022 

Begins at 12:30 PM 

www.crophungerwalk.org/ReadingPA 

Go to the website to either register to walk or to 
make a donation.  

The 2021 CROP Walk raised $25,685. Let’s be 
part of a bumper CROP this year. 

Game Day 

Sunday, October 9, 2pm 

After the walk, please join us 
in Fellowship Hall for Game 
Day! Bring your favorite 
board game or card game, 
and let’s get together and 
have lots of fun. Invite your friends and family. 
Look for a sign-up at church so we know how 
many to expect. All are welcome! 

Where Are Your Wings? 

Danish philosopher Søren Kierkegaard told this 
parable about a town filled with ducks. Does it 
remind you of anyone? 

In a land inhabited only by ducks, all the residents 
waddled to church one fine Sunday, with duck-
lings following behind their parents. They entered 
the Duck Church doors, got situated in their prop-
er pews, sang from the Duck Hymnal and then 
listened to Duck Minister preach from the Duck 
Bible (yes, even ducks have their own preferred 
version of Scripture). 

“Ducks, God has given you wings!” the preacher 
shouted. “With wings you can fly like eagles! You 
can soar into the sky! No walls can confine you! 
No fences can hold you! God has given us wings, 
and we can know the utter euphoria of unfettered 
freedom! Do you believe you can fly?” In re-
sponse, the duck congregation all shouted, 
“Amen!” Then they left their pews … and all wad-
dled back home. 
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October Sponsorships  
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which pro-
vides information about our worship services and 
Sunday School, and bulletins. Digital Ministry spon-
sors are recognized in the online service as well as in 
Grace Notes.  

October 2 — Pentecost 17 

Flowers — Suzie Harteg for Val & Adrian’s anni-
versary 
Eagle Ad — Melissa Smith for Mark’s 50th birthday 

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg 

Bulletins — John and Nancy Berry 

Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

October 9 — Pentecost 18 

Flowers — Gary and Jan Yost, celebrating their 50th 
wedding anniversary, October 7 
Eagle Ad — Gary & Jan Yost for their anniversary 

Eternal Flame — Gary & Jan Yost  

Bulletins — Gary & Jan Yost for their anniversary 

Digital Ministry — Gary & Jan Yost  

October 16 — Pentecost 19 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad —  
Eternal Flame —  
Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

October 23 — Pentecost 20 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame —  
Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

October 30 — Reformation Sunday 

Flowers — Karen Cook, in memory of her father, 
William Hoffman 

Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame — Karen Cook, in memory of her 
father, William Hoffman 
Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10), the bulletin ($25), 

and Digital Ministry ($20—$100) are available 

throughout the year. We accept multiple sponsors 

for any item and any date. Please call the office, 

email Karen Nein, or complete the form in the 

narthex to sponsor any of these five items. Please 

consider sponsoring the Digital Ministry as more 

and more people watch us online every week and 

covering this expenditure is very important. 
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We meet the second and 
fourth Sundays after worship 
to enjoy some time for social-
izing and hospitality in our 
Fellowship Hall. In October, 

Church Council will supply the beverages and 
munchies. We look forward to seeing you there and 
catching up on the latest news! Please join us. 

World Communion 

World Communion 
Sunday is a celebration 
observed by several Chris-
tian denominations, taking 
place on the first Sunday 
of every October, that 
promotes Christian unity 
and ecumenical cooperation. It focuses on an ob-
servance of the eucharist. The tradition was begun 
in 1933 by Hugh Thomson Kerr who ministered in 
the Shadyside Presbyterian Church. 

According to Presbyterian Outlook: 

Davitt S. Bell (the late Clerk of Session and church 
historian at Shadyside) recalled that Dr. Kerr first 
conceived the notion of World Communion Sunday 
during his year as moderator of the General Assem-
bly (1930). Dr. Kerr’s younger son, the Rev. Dr. 
Donald Craig Kerr, who is pastor emeritus of the 

Roland Park Presbyterian Church in Baltimore, was 
sixteen in 1933. He has related that World Com-
munion Sunday grew out of the Division of Stew-
ardship at Shadyside. It was their attempt to bring 
churches together in a service of Christian unity—in 
which everyone might receive both inspiration and 
information, and above all, to know how important 
the Church of Jesus Christ is, and how each congre-
gation is interconnected one with another. 

It was then adopted throughout the US Presbyterian 
Church in 1936 and subsequently spread to other 
denominations. In 1940, the Federal Council of 
Churches (now the National Council of Churches), 
led by Jesse Moren Bader, endorsed World Com-
munion Sunday and began to promote it to Chris-
tian churches worldwide.    —courtesy of Wikipedia 

Friends Helping Friends 

Don’t forget to pick up your Boscov’s Friends 
Helping Friends Shopping Pass from Suzie Harteg 
or another committee member in the narthex or 
from Karen in the office. For a $5 investment, 
which the church keeps, your shopping pass will 
provide you with super discounts and a chance to 
win a $100 Boscov’s gift card. The shopping pass is 
good for one day, in-store shopping only: October 
19, 2022 from 8am to 11pm. 

Get ‘em while they last! 

Left and below:  

photos from the 

God’s Work. Our 

Hands. activity for 

Lutheran World Re-

lief. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecumenical
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eucharist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shadyside_Presbyterian_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(USA)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian_Church_(USA)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Council_of_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_Council_of_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Council_of_Churches
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesse_Moren_Bader
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Update: Family Promise Host Week 

Request for Donations/Supplies 

The program currently has 4 families, consisting of 
4 adults and 10 children ranging in ages from 1 to 
14.  It is nice that the two homes Family Promise 
rents from the Reading Redevelopment Authority 
can each house 2 families. 

Our next host week is scheduled for the week of 
October 31st. Since we no longer host the families 
at various Berks County churches, we try to supply 
food, grocery cards, and cleaning supplies to the 
families so that they can cook meals, keep the rent-
al houses clean, and do their own laundry. In that 
vein, we ask for your help with donations of gro-
cery gift cards, cleaning supplies for the kitchens 
and bathrooms, laundry detergent, toilet paper, and 
paper towels. We are also in need of size 4 diapers 
at this time and baby wipes. 

If you is interested in providing an evening meal 
for the families, please contact me. We are asked to 
provide a hot meal on Monday and Wednesday of 
our host week; Immanuel UCC usually provides 
meals one of those nights. There are many ways to 
provide meals: two people or a group of friends 
could get together to prepare and deliver a meal; a 
meal can be delivered by a restaurant or eatery of 
your choice or you can just keep it simple by pre-
paring a meal you would serve your family.  

Thank you for your continued support! There nev-
er seems to be an end to homelessness, but because 
of your generosity these families have hope for a 
brighter future and a home of their own again one 
day. WWJD? 

Your friend in Christ, 

Suzie Harteg 
610-223-2696, saharteg@gmail.com; please use 
email only between September 27 and October 11. 

 

Live Your Faith 

What a great way to meet others in our congrega-
tion...be a greeter or an usher!  

Do you enjoy reading?  Consider reading the les-
sons and helping with communion as a lector! 

Marcie Bilger assigns lectors. Text or call her at 
484.955.1893 so she can add you to her call list. 
Janice Maulick secures greeters. Contact her at 
jmaulick1945@hotmail.com or 610.301.7372. 
Toni Schirmer schedules ushers. Contact her at 
tmschirmer@verizon.net or 610.223.3050. 
Jan Yost schedules Altar Guild. Jan can be reached 
at JANICE_YOST@msn.com or 610.781.1875. 
Property Committee needs workers to help finish 
the rest rooms and other miscellaneous tasks in our 
building. We need to look inviting and welcoming, 
which includes finishing work that has been incom-
plete since before the pandemic. Electricians, 
plumbers, carpenters, general ‘workaholics’ needed. 
To help with property please contact Terry Naugle 
at archtjn@comcast.net or 610.775.9336. 
If you have a special talent you would like to share, 
whether that be organizational skills, working with 
children or playing a musical instrument, please let 
us know. For office, general skills, baking, etc., con-
tact Karen Nein in the office, 610.777.7885 or 
knein@graceshillington.org. She will reach out to 
the appropriate committee person. To share your 
musical talents, contact Tim Jenks, 610.777.7885 or 
tjenks@graceshillington.org. 
Berks Encore could also use some additional driv-
ers and Meals-on-Wheels delivery persons. If inter-
ested in volunteering with Berks Encore, contact 
Megan Dissinger at mdissinger@berksencore.org 
or 610.777.5577. Thank you for considering these 
needs and for getting involved. If everyone does a 
little something, more things would get accom-
plished and our team would feel more complete! 

 
..from the 
Fall Festival 
and Car 
Cruise, Sep-
tember 18. 
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After reading the 
article below in my 
professional jour-
nal, The American 
Organist, not only 
have I looked at 

the referenced hymn 
in a new way, but 

the message is so very, very appropriate as we re-
turn to busy schedules and prepare for the holiday 
seasons that are just around the corner --- Only when 
we do slow down, only when we do simplify, can the most 
complex strands of life—personal and professional alike—

have a chance of being resolved.      —Deb 

From the Chaplain: 

The Pause That Refreshes 

Here is a single-verse 19th-century 
Shaker hymn, famous for its tune, 
that illustrates one attitude people 
might adopt toward life: 

’Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the 
gift to be free,  
’Tis the gift to come down 
where we ought to be; 
And when we find ourselves in 
the place just right, 
’Twill be in the valley of love and delight.  
When true simplicity is gained,  
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed;  
To turn, turn, will be our delight,  
’Till by turning, turning, we come ’round right. 

Such an approach to living, especially in our day 
and age, is a challenge. We tend to live with our feet 
on the brake and the accelerator at the same time— 
a combination that pulls us along in fits and starts, 
first in one direction and then another. Thus, it re-
ally does not help if we resolve to live more leanly 
and accept simplicity as a refreshing gift, as the little 
hymn suggests. Besides, most of us, when invited 
to live in a less complicated way, wonder if we want 
to exist without any distractions. Such a life, we 
think, would be bland, hardly worth living. I re-
member well a few years ago, in a less complicated 
time, casually asking a friend how things were going 
for her. She promptly pulled out her dog-eared 

pocket calendar and began thumbing through its 
smudged and full pages while shaking her head sad-
ly. Today, of course, this would involve consulting 
her iPhone.  

’Tis the gift to be simple ...Nonetheless, those times do 
come in our work when we are invited to take the 
foot off the accelerator, and the brake, taking the 
time to turn, turn, to the things that are at the heart 
of being authentically human, with the hope that 
we might feel more whole. Finding the freedom to 
pause is really nothing less than taking a humaniz-
ing breather, a time to call things back into perspec-
tive, a time to see where the center truly is for us, 
and by doing so to give ourselves permission to 
plant our feet firmly on some personal bedrock, 
whatever that might be. We claim the conviction 
that by clearing away the detritus—the stuff we sur-
round ourselves with—we might just hear that still 
small voice of the Holy One, who patiently calls us 
toward sabbath rest. 

’Tis the gift to be simple ...In Isaiah 58:4–5, the proph-
et challenges his nation—which has hidden its fun-
damental problem of personal corruption behind a 
tapestry of religious busyness—to wake up. Given 
its piety, the nation wonders why God’s voice does 
not speak to it words of comfort. To this, God an-
swers (my paraphrase), “If you erect your fasts on a 
foundation of injustice and turn your living into an 
occasion to go to war with one another, do you re-
ally believe that more religious busyness will make 
things better? Pious fasting will not set things right. 
Only relaxing the hand in love and charity, for the 
sake of those who are without food and home and 
clothing, will ultimately help.” 

’Tis the gift to be simple ...You see, our attitude toward 
simplification makes all the difference. Even the 
elements of common piety like almsgiving, prayer, 
and fasting, found in one way or another in all reli-
gions, should be assessed by their quality, not their 
quantity. And that involves learning to move slowly 
and deliberately. It is like carefully practicing the 
fingering when tackling an instrumental piece. Or 
refining a complicated choral phrase by rehearsing 
its constituent parts, before reassembling its harmo-
ny.  

Continued on page 10 

From the 

ORGAN BENCH 
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Religious teachings can serve as either a resource or 
roadblock in addressing the issues of sexual and 
domestic violence. As religious communities, our 
responsibility is to minimize any barriers facing 
abused members of our congregations and to max-
imize the resources that exist within our faith tradi-
tions.  

To help learn the basics of sexual and domestic vi-
olence, read the frequently asked questions on 
these topics. 

What is domestic violence? 

Domestic violence refers to a pattern of violent 
and coercive behavior exercised by one adult in an 
intimate relationship over another. It is not marital 
conflict, mutual abuse, a lovers quarrel, or a private 
family matter. It may consist of repeated, severe 
beatings or more subtle forms of abuse, including 
threats, berating and verbal condemnation and 
control. 

Who are the victims of domestic violence? 

According to the U.S. Department of Justice, 85% 
of domestic violence victims in America are wom-
en. Regardless of who is being victimized, domestic 
violence is a serious problem that needs to be ad-
dressed by religious communities. 

How prevalent is domestic violence? 

Surveys from the U.S. and Canada indicate that do-
mestic violence occurs in 28% of all marriages. Re-
searchers believe this estimate is too low since 
most domestic violence incidents are unreported. 

What are the basic types of domestic violence? 

The four basic types of domestic violence are: 

Physical Assault  Includes, shoving, pushing, re-
straining, hitting or kicking. Physical assaults may 
occur frequently or infrequently, but in many cases 
they tend to escalate in severity and frequency over 
time. 

Sexual Assault  Any time one partner forces sexu-
al acts that are unwanted or declined by the other 
partner. 

Psychological Assault  Includes isolation from 
family and friends, forced financial dependence, 
verbal and emotional abuse, threats, intimidation 
and control over where the partner can go and 
what he or she can do. 

Attacks Against Property and Pets  Destruction 
of property that may include household objects or 
treasured items belonging to the victim, hitting the 
walls, or abusing or killing beloved pets. 

How do I know if someone is a victim of domes-

tic violence? 

Among the more obvious signs of domestic vio-
lence is evidence of frequent bruises, broken 
bones, and physical attacks. Often less obvious is 
emotional abuse, as evidenced by harassment, 
stalking and excessively possessive, controlling or 
jealous behavior, which are also signs of domestic 
violence. 

Another warning sign is isolation: Victims of do-
mestic violence are often cut off from systems of 
support by their batterers, becoming distant from 
friends, relatives or neighbors. 

Women who are being battered are as different 
from each other as non-battered women. They 
come from all walks of life, all races, all educational 
backgrounds and all religions. A battered woman 
might be the vice-president of your local bank, 
your child’s Sunday school teacher, your beautician 
or dentist. Anyone experiencing any of the patterns 
of abuse listed above is a victim of domestic vio-
lence. 

Why does she stay? 

She stays because she is terrified that he will be-
come more violent if she leaves, that he will try to 
take the children, that she can’t make it on her 
own. He has probably threatened her life. 

She may also believe that divorce is wrong, that the 
violence is her fault, that she can change his behav-
ior, that she can stop the abuse or that the violence 
is temporary. She may also be experiencing pres-
sure from family, and her religious or cultural com-
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munity. Since batterers often isolate victims, she 
might feel cut off from any social support or re-
sources. 

Who are batterers? 

As with their victims, individuals who batter fall 
into no specific categories. They come from all 
class backgrounds, races, religions and walks of life. 
They may be unemployed or highly paid profes-
sionals. The batterer may be a good provider, a so-
ber and upstanding member of the community, 
and a respected member of his congregation. 

What can I do to be helpful if an abusive situa-

tion is revealed? 

Listen to the victim and believe her. Tell her that 
the abuse is not her fault, and is not God’s will. 

Tell her she is not alone and that help is available. 

• Let her know that without intervention, abuse 
often escalates in frequency and severity over 
time. 

• Seek expert assistance. Refer her only to spe-
cialized domestic violence counseling programs, 
not to couples counseling. Help her find a shel-
ter, a safe home or advocacy resources to offer 
her protection. Suggesting that she merely re-
turn home places her and her children in real 
danger. 

• Hold the abuser accountable. Don’t minimize 
his abusive behavior. Support him in seeking 
specialized batterers counseling to help change 
his behavior. Continue to hold him accountable 
and to support and protect the victim even af-
ter he has begun a counseling program. 

• If reconciliation is to occur, it can be consid-
ered only after the above steps have taken 
place. 

Red Flags of Abuse 

Abusers use specific behaviors to control victims. 
Red flags include: history of abusing others; exces-
sive flattery and/or criticism; extreme jealousy; al-
ways wanting to know where one is; & accusations 
of infidelity. 

Red flags appear in marital and dating relation-
ships. Watch out for them and reach out for advice 
or help. 

To learn more, go to faithtrustinstitute.org; 
PCADV.org; safeberks.org; silentwitness.net;  

Getting involved 

The Safe Berks Silent Witness March & Dedication 
is held each year in October, as part of Domestic 
Violence Awareness Month. According to their 
records, 80 beloved people have been killed by do-
mestic violence in Berks County since 1999. In 
2021, six Berks county women lost their lives to 
abusive partners. We mourn for each of these vic-
tims and their families, friends, neighbors and co-
workers. At this solemn event, we honor and re-
member the Berks County victims of domestic vio-
lence homicide, and offer support to their families 
and friends.  

Safe Berks 21st Annual Silent Witness March 
& Dedication  

Monday, October 17, 2022 

11am – Gather at Safe Berks, 255 Chestnut St., Reading 

11:15am – Silent March to Reading Area Community 
College (RACC) 

Noon – Dedication Ceremony at RACC, followed by 
lunch 

For more info or to RSVP, contact Delio Santana, 
Manager of Education & Outreach Programs, at 610-
370-7811 or DelioS@SafeBerks.org. 

 

 

mailto:DelioS@SafeBerks.org
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Continued from page 7 

 

   Only when we do slow down, only when we do simplify, can the most complex strands of life—
personal and professional alike—have a chance of being resolved. Or, as the Shaker hymn reminds us:  

When true simplicity is gained,  
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed;  

To turn, turn, will be our delight,  
’Till by turning, turning, we come ’round right.  

—Lloyd Alexander Lewis, Jr.  

Words of Thanks and Appreciation from NAMI 

On behalf of the NAMI Berks Board of Directors, and our Executive Director, Cindy Quinter, we would 
like to thank everyone at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church for welcoming us with open arms. 

Like many people, you are probably asking yourself, what or who is NAMI? NAMI is the “National Alli-
ance on Mental Illness.” NAMI Berks County PA is a grassroots, non-profit, mental health organization 
of families and individuals whose lives have been affected by mental illness. We are an Affiliate of NAMI 
and of NAMI Keystone, PA. We advocate for lives of quality and respect, without discrimination and stig-
ma, for all of our constituents. We provide leadership in advocacy, legislation policy development, educa-
tion and support throughout Berks County, all at no cost. 

And your next question is probably, “What exactly do you do here at Grace?” We run support groups for 
families that have a loved one who suffers from a mental health diagnosis. We also have a support group 
for people who live with a mental health condition. These conditions include depression, anxiety, PTSD, 
bipolar disorder, personality disorders, schizophrenia, ADHD and/or autism. This is just a sample list of 
possible mental health conditions. 

We also conduct educational classes for both families and those who live with a mental health condition. 
These classes give families the tools to properly assist their loved ones, and give those who suffer the tools 
to live a better life, despite their condition, and to never give up hope. Again, all of these services are pro-
vided at no cost. 

Since we moved our office and group room to Grace Lutheran, we have seen a dramatic increase in those 
who attend these groups, and have started a Family-to-Family Education Class this September. 

Everyone who has attended a group here at Grace has had only positive words about your church. They 
feel comfortable, and as one group member said, “I feel like we belong here.” 

We welcome all to stop by our office or pick up literature which can be found outside our office door. We 
are always willing to answer your questions, assist anyone who suffers from a mental health condition or 
help a family member that is struggling to understand what their loved one is going through. 

We are proud to part of your community. Thank you! 

Vito Granieri, Programs Manager, NAMI Berks County PA 

Direct # 484-769-1027; Office # 610-685-3000  
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From Thrivent 

Every month, one or more of 
our members and/or friends 
designate their Thrivent Choice 
Dollars to Grace. We are very 
thankful for these contribu-
tions. Recently, the following 

designated their dollars to us: 

Susan Bamburak 

James and Janice Reaser 

Linda Sepeda 

Kathy and Michael Van Reed 

Thank you for your thoughtful generosity. 

Living in the present 

During Martin Luther’s great struggle to reform the 
church in the 16th century, the Holy Roman Em-
peror sought to silence him. So he spent some 
lonely months in Wartburg Castle under protective 
custody. There, as he fought despair, Luther scrib-
bled the words “I am baptized” on his desktop as a 
reminder that he was living according to an ongo-

ing call from God. He did not write, “I was bap-
tized” but used the present-tense verb. For he 
rightly understood that in his baptism, God had 
adopted him as his son, and no human could take 
that from him. 

Later, in his Large Catechism, Luther wrote: “To be 
baptized in God’s name is to be baptized not by 
human beings but by God himself. Although it is 
performed by human hands, it is nevertheless truly 
God’s own act.” 
                     —The Wired Word 

 

We are a church that values 
and encourages diverse 
voices and lively dialogue in 
our faith and life. Living 
Lutheran is an opportunity 
for church members to ex-
press individual perspec-
tives, and does not neces-
sarily reflect official posi-
tions of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Ameri-
ca.  

Weekly Worship Services Posted 
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Church phone: 610.777.7885 

Office Hours: M–W, 9am to 2pm; Th, 9am to 1pm 

 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
 Church office graceshillington@graceshillington.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA 

Website: www.graceshillington.org 

Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ................................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ................. Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein .............................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj.......................... Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  ................................................... Security 

Communicating with Pastor Colleen 

Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the pas-
tor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274, or call the of-
fice. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone, or 
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on 
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a pastoral emergency, she can be reached 
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9am or after 9pm.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org
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Activities for Children of all ages .............................. insert 

Birthdays ............................................................................... 4 

Cents-ible Stewardship ....................................................... 2 

Christian Symbol ................................................................. 3 

Communicating with Pastor Colleen ............................. 11 

Confirmation Roundup ...................................................... 3 

Council Highlights ............................................................. 12 

CROP Hunger Walk ........................................................... 3 

Domestic Violence Awareness Month ........................ 8-9 

Fall Craft Fair ....................................................................... 3 

Family Promise Update ...................................................... 6 

Fellowship Hour .................................................................. 5 

Friends Helping Friends ..................................................... 5 

From The Organ Bench ..................................................... 7 

Game Day ............................................................................. 3 

Live Your Faith .................................................................... 6 

Living in the Present ......................................................... 11 

Message from Pastor Colleen ............................................ 1 

No Lone Ranger Christians ............................................... 2 

Photos from God’s Work. Our Hands. ........................... 4-5 

Pizza With the Pastor ......................................................... 3 

Reformation Sunday .......................................................... 11 

Sponsorships ........................................................................ 4 

Staff and Contact Information ........................................ 11 

Thank You! ......................................................................... 11 

Where Are Your Wings? .................................................... 3 

Words of Thanks and Appreciation from NAMI ........ 10 

World Communion ............................................................. 5 

Congregation Council 
 Jim Thompson, President  Janis Eppley 
 Chip Bilger, Vice President Paul Eppley 
 Suzie Harteg, Secretary Rory Knosp 
 Gary Yost, Treasurer Ruth O’Leary  
 Marcie Bilger Toni Schirmer 
 Jill Bradley Linda Sepeda 
 Molly Clark  Melissa Smith 

   

Grace Tidings Staff 
Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members  

Editors: Karen A. Nein, Paul Eppley 

Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko  

Collators: Carol Baker, Nancy Kennedy, Joan Kulp, Pat Lamber, 

In This Issue  

Both the August and 
September church 
council meetings in-
cluded the usual 
monthly business, 
such as approving the 
meeting minutes from 

the prior meeting, reviewing the reports from the 
treasurer, pastor, and committees, and scheduling 
the following meeting. Here are a few highlights be-
yond the usual monthly business. 

 Council received the news that NAMI will be join-
ing the growing list of community organizations 
using our facilities. You can read more about 
NAMI on page 10 of this newsletter. Council also 
learned that Olivet Boys and Girls Club is strug-
gling to find staff, so they probably will not be 
able to reopen their program at Grace until at least 
2023. 

 The Property Committee submitted to council a 
list of work items to be completed, 

with each item categorized by priority as well as 
difficulty.  

 Council will be working with the Property Com-
mittee to organize one or more events where 
members of the congregation can gather to help 
with some of these projects. Watch for more in-
formation about these events over the next several 
weeks. 

The process for creating the 2023 church budget is 
about to begin! As has been the practice in recent 
years, council hopes to present a budget to the con-
gregation for approval soon after 
the holiday season, early in 2023. 

Remember, anyone who would like 
the full council meeting minutes 
may request a copy by contacting 
the church office at 610-777-7885 
or graceshilling-
ton@graceshillington.org.  

Highlights Highlights 

mailto:graceshillington@graceshillington.org
mailto:graceshillington@graceshillington.org

