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Contagious Gratitude
As I write this, we are still dealing with the Covid
pandemic. There is a new booster vaccine available
that deals with the latest variants. And simultaneously we are entering into the cold and flu season.
More than ever we are hearing about how we have
to continue to be careful to wash our hands, or
sneeze into our elbows, or stay home
when we’re sick, and continue to wear
masks when we’re in groups, all because
Covid and the flu and colds are contagious. So, because we are still hearing
about all the things that are contagious I
thought it was the perfect time to talk
about something else which is contagious. Did you know that gratitude is
contagious? Really! Gratitude is so contagious that the more we say thank you,
the more others will express their gratitude and share their thanks with others
and then the gratitude continues, and just keeps
growing and spreading. Isn’t that awesome?! Gratitude is contagious!
What if, instead of setting just one day aside this
month to offer our gratitude on Thanksgiving, we
spent the entire month trying to infect as many people as we can with gratitude? What if we started by
telling the people in our immediate family how

grateful we are for their presence in our lives? Then
once we’ve said thanks to our family, how about if
we said thanks to the friends whom we are grateful
for? Then how about if we said thanks to our
church family and friends and told them how much
it means to see them every week and to share our
faith together? What if then we told the bank teller,
or the store clerk, or the waitress at the local restaurant we go to regularly, thanks for doing such a
great job, or thanks for always smiling
and saying hello? And the list goes on.
What if we wrote a letter to the person
who has had the most influence in our
lives and said thank you? What if we then
called them and read them the letter? Do
you see the possibilities? Do you see how
easy it would be to infect people with
gratitude? Can you imagine the difference
it could make, not just in your life but in
every person who you infect and then
every person they may share their gratitude with? Before you know it we will have an epidemic of gratitude and the world could be a much
more grateful and happy place.
So dear people of Grace, let me start by saying how
grateful I am for you. For the faith you share, the
ways you serve, the generosity you share through
your offerings, the love you reveal, and for the ways
in which you gather every week to know and praise
Continued on next page
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the God who blesses us with all things. What a joy it is to walk this journey
with you. As the apostle Paul said to the church at Philippi, “I thank my God
every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all
of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now.” Thank you
for all you do. Thank you for teaching me every day what it is to rejoice in
the Lord. Thank you for your support and thank you for your faith.
Now, how about we start a gratitude epidemic? Take a few minutes to tell someone why they matter to
you. Pick up the phone, take the time to write out a note, send an email, send a text, post it on your Facebook or Instagram page or just tell the one you love face to face. You will bring joy to someone’s life and
I guarantee the gratitude you express will come back to you double.
Blessed Thanksgiving to you all!

Gratitude Galore
If you’ve ever kept a gratitude journal, you know they’re fairly easy to fill. Edward King, an English bishop known for working with the poor, may not have had a fancy journal. But these words evoke such a
list: “I will thank God … for the glory of the thunder, for the mystery of music, the singing of birds and
the laughter of children. … for the awe of the sunset, the beauty of flowers, the smile of friendship and
the look of love … for the leaves on the trees in spring and autumn, for the witness of the leafless trees
through the winter, teaching us that death is sleep and not destruction, for the sweetness of flowers and
the scent of hay. Truly, oh Lord, the earth is full of thy riches!”
King concludes: “And yet how much more I will thank and praise God for the strength of my body enabling me to work, for the refreshment of sleep, for my daily bread, for the days of painless health, for the
gift of my mind and the gift of my conscience, for his loving guidance of my mind ever since it first began
to think, and of my heart ever since it first began to love.”

From the October 19 meeting:

Highlights

More than $300.00 was raised through the Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends
coupon sales. The money will be used to sponsor a Family Promise family
and a teen from the UTurn program during the holiday season.

Toni Schirmer is looking for volunteers on Saturday morning, November 5th, to help clean out/up the
nursery. That space will be utilized by Berks Encore in the new year during the weekday.
The Property Manager position is still open. If you are interested, please let the church office know.
Budget season is under way. The finance committee is hard at work preparing a draft to present to council in November. When finalized it will be presented to the congregation in early January.
Gentle reminder that if you are a Thrivent member, please consider forwarding some or all of your donations to Grace as we are trying to raise funds to pay for the new HVAC and air handling system.
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Christian Symbol— Trumpet
In the Old Testament, trumpets, often made from ram's
horns, called people to worship or war (and often promised victory). Joshua and the
Israelites used trumpets to
fell the walls of Jericho. Under Gideon, the small
Israelite army blew trumpets and smashed jars to
confuse the Midianites into surrender. The New
Testament says trumpets will sound at the Last
Judgment and the resurrection of the dead. In
Revelation 11, a seventh trumpet proclaims God's
final and complete triumph.

For each new morning with its light,
For rest and shelter for the night,
For health and food,
For love and friends,
For everything Thy goodness sends.
—Ralph Waldo Emerson
Oh, God, when I have food
help me to remember the hungry;
when I have work, help me
to remember the jobless;
when I have a warm home,
help me to remember the homeless;
when I am without pain, help me to remember
those who suffer;
and remembering, help me
to destroy my complacency
and bestir my compassion.
Make me concerned enough
to help, by word and deed,
those who cry out
for what we take for granted.
—Samuel F. Pugh

Pizza with the Pastor
The fun and fellowship continues on Sunday, November 6th at 5pm. All Sunday School youth and
their families are invited and welcomed to join us
for pizza, a story, and an activity. We had a great
time at our first gathering in October and we are
looking forward to continuing the fun in November. Feel free to invite your friends. Please RSVP
to Pastor Colleen by November 3.

Clean-Up Day
The Property Committee has declared Saturday,
November 5 as “Clean-Up Day” and encourages
everyone who desires to see the church grounds
and the interior spruced up to join in helping out.

Let us therefore proclaim our gratitude to Providence for manifold blessings—let us be humbly
thankful for inherited ideals—and let us resolve to
share those blessings and those ideals with our fellow human beings throughout the world.

We will start at 8 AM and work until we can’t
stand it anymore…probably noon.
Inside we will be painting and making some repairs and doing some heavy-duty cleaning, including windows and more.

On that (this) day let us gather in sanctuaries dedicated to worship and in homes blessed by family
affection to express our gratitude for the glorious
gifts of God; and let us earnestly and humbly pray
that He will continue to guide and sustain us in the
great unfinished tasks of achieving peace, justice,
and understanding among all men and nations and
of ending misery and suffering wherever they exist.

Outside, we will tackle the grounds, yanking
weeds, raking leaves and cleaning anything else
that needs it.
Bring tools, gloves, or whatever you need to help
with the various project. For more information or
to sign up contact Mark Smith at 610.763.0343 or
mmsmith4@ptd.net, or Terry Naugle at archtjn@comcast.net or 610.780.1689.

—President John F. Kennedy
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November Sponsorships
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s,
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which provides information about our worship services and
Sunday School, and bulletins. Digital Ministry sponsors are recognized in the online service as well as in
Grace Notes.
November 6 — All Saints Day
Flowers — Marcie Bilger in honor of sister Loren
on her birthday; Jeanette and Bob Fisher in memory
of Robin
Eagle Ad — Janice, Karen, Loren & Marcie in
memory of their parents, Bob & Betty Rickenbach
Eternal Flame — Janice, Karen, Loren & Marcie in
memory of their parents; Jeanette and Bob Fisher in
memory of Robin
Bulletins — Janice, Karen, Loren & Marcie in
memory of their parents
Digital Ministry — Loren Eisenhofer

Eternal Flame — Jeanette and Bob Fisher in
memory of Robin
Bulletins — Janice Maulick celebrating son Gary
Breneman, Jr.’s birthday
Digital Ministry —

November 13 — Pentecost 23
Flowers — Rich Naugle in honor of all Grace’s veterans, past and present; Jeanette and Bob Fisher in
memory of Robin
Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame — Skip and Nancy O’Leary in
memory of Darryl; Jeanette and Bob Fisher in
memory of Robin; Barb and Dave Nowotarski in
celebration of daughter Jaclyn’s marriage
Bulletins — Rich Naugle in memory of Grace’s
“Dough Boys” and uncles, Clair Naugle and Luther
Buchert
Digital Ministry — Air Force veteran Karen A.
Rickenbach Nein, honoring veterans everywhere

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle
ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10), the bulletin ($25),
and Digital Ministry ($20—$100) are available
throughout the year. We accept multiple sponsors
for any item and any date. Please call the office,
email Karen Nein, or complete the form in the
narthex to sponsor any of these five items. Please
consider sponsoring the Digital Ministry as more
and more people watch us online every week and
covering this expenditure is very important.

Hospitality/Fellowship Hour

November 20 — Christ the King Sunday
Flowers —
Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame — Jeanette and Bob Fisher in
memory of Robin
Bulletins —
Digital Ministry —

We meet the second and fourth Sundays after
worship to enjoy some time for socializing and
hospitality in our Fellowship Hall. In November,
the choirs will supply
the beverages and
munchies. We look forward to seeing you
there and catching up
on the latest news!
Please join us.

November 27 — Advent 1
Flowers —
Eagle Ad —
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“We should certainly count our blessings, but we
should also make our blessings count.” —Neal A.
Maxwell
“Vegetables are a must on a diet. I suggest carrot
cake, zucchini bread, and pumpkin pie.” —Jim Davis
“An optimist is a person who starts a new diet on
Thanksgiving Day.” —Irv Kupcine
“I can’t cook a Thanksgiving dinner. All I can make
is cold cereal and maybe toast.” —Charlie Brown
“It’s not the minutes spent at the table that put on
weight, it’s the seconds.” —Unknown
“I like football. I find it’s an exciting strategic game.
It’s a great way to avoid conversation with your family at Thanksgiving.” —Craig Ferguson
“I come from a family where gravy is considered a
beverage.” —Erma Bombeck
“Thanksgiving, man! Not a good day to be my
pants.” —Kevin James
“Pie makes everybody happy.” —Laurie Halse Anderson
“Thanksgiving dinners take 18 hours to prepare.
They are consumed in 12 minutes. Half-times take 12
minutes. This is not a coincidence.” —Erma
Bombeck
“After a good dinner, one can forgive anybody, even
one’s own relations.” —Oscar Wilde
“Forever on Thanksgiving Day the heart will find the
pathway home.” —Wilbur D. Nesbit
“Now is no time to think of what you do not have.
Think of what you can do with what there is.”
—Ernest Hemingway
“If the only prayer you ever say in your entire life is
thank you, it will be enough.” —Meister Eckhart
“Thanksgiving just gets me all warm and tingly and
all kinds of wonderful inside.” —Willard Scott
“Thanksgiving Day is a good day to recommit our
energies to giving thanks and just giving.” —Amy
Grant
“Showing gratitude is one of the simplest yet most
powerful things humans can do for each other.”
—Randy Pausch
“Gratitude is a quality similar to electricity: It must be
produced and discharged and used up in order to exist at all.” —William Faulkner

“Sing Messiah” Returns
It is a great pleasure to announce the return of
“Sing Messiah” on Sunday, November 27, 2022,
beginning at 3:00 PM. This year, Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church will host this beloved event.
The pandemic made it unwise to gather as a group
to sing the wonderful melodies of Handel. Now,
three years later, we want to revive this event to
start the Advent/Christmas season.
The late musician, Don Reber, began “Sing Messiah” 47 years ago. He was the conductor for many
years with Brian Gibson co-conducting from 20042006, and then in 2007 Brian became the full conductor and remained in that position until he retired in 2019. Outstanding area soloists have provided the solos for the “Sing Messiah” event. Brian Gibson and the late John Parella appeared most
frequently over the years.
“Sing Messiah” has been sponsored by a consortium of churches, each providing their facilities and
support. In addition to Grace, West Lawn United
Methodist Church, and Lincoln Park Community
United Methodist Church have graciously given
their support in this manner.

If you would like to contribute to offset the cost of
this event, please consider making a donation in
one of the three levels: Conductor: $100.00+; Section Leader: $75.00+; Chorus: $30.00+; or any
amount is appreciated.
Thank you, Tim Jenks and Sylvia Klett.

Thanksgiving Quotes
“Now, therefore, I do recommend and assign Thursday, the 26th day of November next, to be devoted by
the people of these States to the service of that great
and glorious Being who is the beneficent author of all
the good that was, that is, or that will be.” —George
Washington’s Thanksgiving Proclamation, October 3,
1789
“Give thanks for unknown blessings already on their
way.” —Native American Saying
“When I started counting my blessings, my whole life
turned around.” —Willie Nelson
“Give thanks for a little and you will find a lot.”
—Hansa Proverb

Continued on page 11
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18 – Leave a note of encouragement in a public
place.

November Gratitude Calendar
Take some time every day of November to give
thanks. Below is a calendar to use with your whole
family. Talk about the day’s suggestions over dinner with your family or lunch with your friends.
Let’s spend the whole month being thankful!

19 – Every time you want to complain, swap it out
for an affirmation.
20 – Give someone a hug.

1 – Say “thank you” to someone when they least
expect it.

21 – Think of three memories you’re most thankful
for. If it involves someone, share it with them.

2 – What skill are you grateful for having?

22 – Share positivity with someone.

3 – Send a quick text to a family member letting
them know how thankful you are for them

23 – Spend some time taking care of yourself. Take
a bath, stretch, nap. Do what your body or soul
needs most.

4 – What are you thankful for regarding your job?
Make a list.

24 – Give someone a compliment.
25 – Bring baked goods to work for someone in
need and tell everyone how thankful you are for
them.

5 – Think of two challenges you’re grateful for and
what positive things you learned.
6 – What foods are you most thankful for? If you
can, donated whatever it is to the food pantry.

26 – Get a friend a small bouquet of flowers from
the grocery store. Remember to thank the flowers
for sharing their beauty.

7 – What moment in the last week are you most
thankful for? Reflect on why.

27 – Do a random act of kindness.

8 – Hold the door or smile at strangers each time
you’re out today.

28 – Treat someone to lunch or do a favor for
someone without them having to ask.

9 – If you had a really positive experience at a business, write a kind review.

29 – Light your favorite candle. Fire is a cleansing
tool so take a moment to thank it for purifying
your energy, and maybe even toss a worry or concern on a piece of paper into it.

10 – Get your boss (or a client) a small gift (even a
coffee will do!).
11 – Call a friend and catch up.

30 – Challenge yourself to start noticing what
you’re grateful for more often and spreading gratitude outside of this month!

12 – What exercise are you most thankful you’re
able to do? Do it!
13 – Do something kind for yourself.
14 – Send a letter thanking someone in your life.
15 – Think about the material comforts you’re
thankful for. Make the list as long as possible.
16 – Wake up and let your first thought be something positive.
17 – Volunteer to do something you wouldn’t normally do.
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In mid-September, I stopped by one of the local big-box hardware stores to purchase a few fall flowers for the garden. Just inside the doors, I was shocked to
see several workers in the summer furniture section jostling the inventory to
make room for the Christmas decorations. It wasn’t even close to Halloween,
and they were moving the scarecrows, skeletons, and inflatable spooks to make
room for glass balls, strings of lights and a 12-foot tall Santa. Each year we seem
to be in a rush to extend “the holidays.” Perhaps the month of November would
be the perfect time to choose reflection, thanksgiving and stewardship instead of
chaos.
On the first Sunday of November, the 6th, All Saints Sunday gives us pause to remember with thanksgiving family and friends who have entered the Church Triumphant. Pay special attention to the offertory
anthem that day: God Shall Wipe Away All Tears is the premier of Patrick Skoniczin’s sensitive setting of the
comforting texts of Revelation 21:4 and Psalm 73:26.

On November 13th, our sermon will be the Word in song, a good, old-fashioned hymn
sing! Bring your best voice and join Grace’s choir of angels, your church family, in song.
Remember: All God’s children got a place in the choir!
Peals of Grace opens worship on Sunday, November 20 as we celebrate the
reign of Christ the King, thanking God for the life and teachings of Christ
that we have studied, lived, and celebrated for the past twelve months.
After gathering with family and friends on Thanksgiving Day, on the first Sunday of Advent,
Sunday, November 27, we begin preparations for Christ’s birth, a time of hope, love, joy
and peace, as we await the light that Christ brings into the world in a new year.
This year, as you approach the holidays, tune out the chatter and focus on the one voice that matters. Remember to take time to reflect, be thankful for God’s bounty, and practice good stewardship.
Blessings,

Tim
From Scarcity to Abundance
Author Parker Palmer recounted being stuck on a storm-grounded airplane for hours. Though it was
lunchtime, meals weren’t available, and passengers grew irritable. One flight attendant apologized for the
delay, expressing empathy for people’s stress, and then passed around two breadbaskets, asking everyone
to contribute something.
“Some of you brought snacks to tide you over, and some of you have a few
LifeSavers or chewing gum,” she said. “And if you don’t have anything edible,
you have a picture of your children or spouse…or a bookmark or a business
card.” Then, she said, “we’ll pass the baskets around again, and everyone can
take out what they need.”
Complaints soon ceased, Palmer recalled, as passengers searched for items and
stopped focusing on themselves. The plane became a community of sharing as
scarcity and deprivation transformed into abundance and joy.
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A Veteran’s Service
American hero Eddie Rickenbacker (1890-1973) led a life of daring and
risk, from racing cars as a teen to piloting warplanes. Throughout his experiences, Rickenbacker grew in faith while discovering that “life had no
meaning except in terms of helping others.”
In the first issue of Guideposts magazine, Rickenbacker described spending
four agonizing months of 1941 in the hospital after an accident. While recovering, he pondered life and death, concluding that he couldn’t give up
because he still “had work to do, others to serve.”
Less than two years later, that ordeal came in handy. After crashing in the
South Pacific, Rickenbacker and “seven other starving men” were adrift on
a raft for 21 days. Most were “so young they needed the strength and understanding of a man who had been down in the valley of the shadow, who
had suffered and made sense out of his suffering,” he said. “It was clear to
me that God had a purpose in keeping me alive….I had been saved to
serve.”
Following worship on Sunday, November 13th we
are going to celebrate our veterans during our time
of hospitality in Fellowship Hall. If you would like
to bring in pictures of when you served, we will
put them on the tables for everyone to see. Please
join us for this time of celebration. Berks Encore
is also gathering photos of its members and relatives who are currently serving or who have served in the armed forces.
Feel free to add you photos to their collection.

A Good Contagion
Thanksgiving is key in Christian prayer, but often our requests outweigh
our thanks. By contrast, 85% of prayers in the Jewish prayerbook are blessings of thanks, according to Rabbi Evan Moffic. Noting that the Hebrew
word for a Jewish person—Yehudah—means “one who is grateful,” he
states, “Gratitude is at the core of how Jews pray.”
Someone once asked Moffic if he might know about a blessing he’d overheard at a restaurant. After a man proposed to his girlfriend and she said
yes, he walked quietly to a corner, put on a yarmulke (a sacred Jewish head
covering worn in prayer) and spoke a blessing. His fiancé teared up. The
rabbi said the prayer was surely this: “Blessed are you, O God, sovereign of the universe, for giving us
life, for sustaining us and for enabling us to reach this joy-filled moment.”
Why was this person so interested? “I am planning to propose to my girlfriend,” he shared with Moffic,
“and I want to say this prayer with her.”
Unbeknown to the newly engaged pair, their gratitude transformed another couple’s life. When we give
thanks to God, not only is our faith strengthened but our thanksgiving may inspire others. Gratitude is
contagious!
—Heidi Hyland Mann
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Although the Bible doesn’t mention turkey
feasts, the gospels do describe a miracle dinner
that made thousands of hungry people thankful
(see Matthew 14:13-21). Fill in the words below
to complete a poem about that meal. Hint:
Each pair of line endings should rhyme.

.
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The first Sunday in Advent is
November 27. It is time to prepare for the Advent season, the
coming Christ.
Beginning the Church’s liturgical year, Advent (from, “advenire” in Latin or “to come
to”) is the season encompassing the four Sundays
(and weekdays) leading up to the celebration of
Christmas.
The Advent season is a time of preparation that
directs our hearts and minds to Christ’s second
coming at the end of time and to the anniversary of
Our Lord’s birth on Christmas. From the earliest
days of the Church, people have been fascinated by
Jesus’ promise to come back. But the scripture
readings during Advent tell us not to waste our
time with predictions. Advent is not about speculation. Our Advent readings call us to be alert and
ready, not weighted down and distracted by the
cares of this world (Lk 21:34-36). Advent also includes an element of penance in the sense of preparing, quieting, and disciplining our hearts for the
full joy of Christmas.

Advent devotions, including the Advent wreath,
remind us of the meaning of the season. An Advent calendar can help us fully enter into the season
with daily activity and prayer suggestions to prepare
us spiritually for the birth of Jesus Christ.
Each Sunday in Advent, we center our thoughts on
four things: hope, peace, joy and love.
If you have children, find an Advent calendar or
gather your Jesse Tree supplies. We should teach
our children, and personally recall how the entire
Biblical narrative points to Christ as a joyful and
blessed event we share during the season.

and Wise Men, and maybe even the escape into
Egypt.
Those narratives are a wonderful way to get to
know the Christmas story itself, but the Jesse Tree
takes it a step further and gives it deeper meaning.
Through all of Advent, rather than reading parts of
the Christmas story itself, the Jesse Tree focuses on
readings from the Old Testament that point to
Christ’s coming. During the week of Christmas, we
arrive at the Christmas story and on Christmas
Day, we read of Christ’s birth. It is an absolute joy
to watch children grow in their understanding of
why Christ came to earth and why His birth was so
incredibly special.
To make a Jesse Tree
The basic tree can be an actual miniature Christmas tree, a tree branch, or poster board or felt cut
into a tree shape and hung on the wall. If you use a
tree or a tree branch, make sure it’s anchored well
in a pot or coffee can filled with sand, pebbles, or
other heavy weights to keep it sturdy through the
month as children hang their ornaments on it.
Gift tags, art supplies, or pre-made ornaments
– pre-made ornaments (Amazon or Etsy) or designs to make your own can be found online (Etsy).
Another possibility is to design your own ornaments each day reflecting the day’s reading and discussion.
A list of daily readings – there are
many out there, but ask Karen in
the office for the list for this year,
when Christmas falls on a Sunday.
Ornament hooks
A Bible

All Saints Day

What Is a Jesse Tree?
A Jesse Tree is a unique Advent calendar. It’s a
small tree covered with symbols of God’s relationship with His people and the prophecies pointing
to Christ’s birth. Usually Advent calendars break
the actual Christmas story up into little bite size
pieces so you take the full month to read the account of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem,
the birth in the stable, the arrival of the shepherds

During worship on November 6, we will read the
names of all loved ones who have died since All
Saints Day last year. The deadline to submit a name
of a friend or family member is October 30. We
will also have a video presentation of photos of all
our loved ones in memoriam. Please join us as we
remember those we have loved and who are now
with our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.
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Weekly Worship Services Posted
Online at www.graceshillington.org
Church phone: 610.777.7885

Church Staff
Rev. Colleen Cox ................................................... Pastor
Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate
Timothy Jenks .................Director of Music Ministries
Deborah Jenks ................................................... Organist
Karen A. Nein .............................. Parish Administrator
Kim Nakonecznyj.......................... Christian Education
Coordinator
Brian Ruffner ........................................................ Sexton
Donald Rauber ................................................... Security

Office Hours: M–W, 9am to 2pm; Th, 9am to 1pm
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Tim Jenks
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Church office

pastor@graceshillington.org
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knein@graceshillington.org
ChristianEd@graceshillington.org
graceshillington@graceshillington.org

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA
Website: www.graceshillington.org

Communicating with Pastor Colleen
Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the pastor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274, or call the office. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone, or
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a pastoral emergency, she can be reached
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on.
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9am or after 9pm.
time go?” I also want to thank everyone for the
generous gifts. See you in church.

My apologies for the tardiness of
printing this note —Karen

Pictured at left: Don Rauber at his
surprise retirement celebration

From Austin Brown
Dear Grace Evangelical Lutheran
Church,
Thank you so much for awarding me the scholarship. It helps me a lot towards my education. I appreciate everyone there to help launch me onto the
next chapter of my life at Franklin and Marshall
College.
Love, Austin Brown
From AmazonSmile:
We issued a $23.49 donation from the AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile
program activity between April 1 and June 30,
2022.
Thank you to all who shop on Amazon and donate through
AmazonSmile. When shopping for gifts this holiday season,
don’t forget smile.amazon.com!
From Don Rauber:
I really appreciated the surprise retirement celebration. My only comment would be, “where did the

Continued from page 5
“Be thankful for what you
have; you’ll end up having
more. If you concentrate
on what you don’t have,
you will never, ever have
enough.” —Oprah Winfrey
“Be present in all things
and thankful for all

things.” —Maya Angelou
“What if, today, we were grateful for everything?”
—Charlie Brown
“I am grateful for what I am and have. My thanksgiving is perpetual.” —Henry David Thoreau
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A Special Message from Church Council

short, we are finding ways to pay it forward. “…the
one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and
the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.” (2 Corinthians 9:6)

Paying It Forward Ministry
As you may recall from earlier this year Church
Council voted to purchase two HVAC units to replace two of the four 54-year old units. The new
units will provide cooling comfort in the summer
and also provide year-round air cleaning protection.
Just like we invested in the air handling system in
the Fellowship Hall to make that air space cleaner
and safer to support Grace’s ministries, the investment to replace the HVAC units in the sanctuary
has the same purpose.

Church Council is aware that times are really hard
for folks right now. Gas prices are very high, inflation is impacting our daily purchases, the holidays
are around the corner, and money is tight. It is a lot
to ask of you, but Grace needs you now more than
ever.

With the congregation’s blessing, Church Council
made the decision to make the investment in this
necessary equipment knowing that Grace Church
did not have the funds to completely cover their
cost. After several months of waiting, the units have
arrived and have been installed. As expected, the bill
has arrived, as well. The Finance team will find a
way to pay that bill on a timely basis. However, we
need your support. This support is not about restocking our bank account. The money we are using
to pay for this new HVAC system is money we
would have been using to do ministry. What we are
really asking is for you to help us continue to pay
for the ministries that reach out to our neighbors.
We are not just trying to keep up a building, we are
trying to sustain and create ministries that help us to
share the love of Jesus with our community. In
In This Issue
Activities for Children of all ages ...................................... 8, 9
All Saints Day ......................................................................... 10
Birthdays.....................................................................................4
Christian Symbol .......................................................................3
Church Council Highlights .....................................................2
Clean-up Day .............................................................................3
Communicating with Pastor Colleen.................................. 11
From Scarcity to Abundance ..................................................7
From the Music Director ........................................................7
Good Contagion, A ..................................................................8
Gratitude Galore .......................................................................2
Hospitality/Fellowship Hour .................................................5
Message from Pastor Colleen .................................................1
November Gratitude Calendar ...............................................6
Paying it Forward Ministry ................................................... 12
Pizza With the Pastor ...............................................................3
Prayers of Thanksgiving ..........................................................3
Preparing for Advent ............................................................ 10
Sing Messiah! .............................................................................5
Sponsorships..............................................................................4

November is a time of Thanksgiving. Church Council is grateful for the many ways that you continue
to give of your time and treasures. You have been
faithful in your contributions and the committees
and staff have been frugal in their spending to date.
That means that Grace is still on course to have a
deficit year in accordance with the approved budget.
We know you are giving what you can, but we are
asking you to give over and above whenever you
can. What we are looking for now is a commitment
that you will continue to support the ministries of
Grace in whatever ways you can. Some weeks that
may mean you have some extra money to offer.
Some weeks that may mean you can offer your time
as a worship assistant, or in the food pantry, or driving for Meals on Wheels. Some weeks that may
mean you are saying extra prayers for Grace. Whatever way you can help would be most appreciated,
and with God’s help we know it will make a difference. Thank you very much.
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