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Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. —Philippians 4:6-7

How do you think about prayer? Do you think
about prayer as a time to fold your hands, get quiet,
and ask God for what you want? Is it about getting
on your knees before bed and thanking God for the
gifts of the day? Is it about the prayers of grace you
say before you eat a meal? Is it something you make
time for or do you pray on the run? How do you
pray, when do you pray, why do you pray, and what
do you pray? Recently I came upon a quote that
said, “Prayer isn’t a sweet, nice, safe, naïve little activity to do in your flowery hat. It is crash helmet
action for people who flip kayaks in raging spring
rivers.” In other words, prayer is active and involves
effort, habit and focus. It is about trusting God for
guidance. It is about listening for God’s whispers
and opening our hearts so Christ can enter.
There is a wonderful call
and response hymn called
“Listen, God is Calling.”
The refrain goes: “Listen!
Listen, God is calling, through
the word inviting, offering forgiveness, comfort and joy!” It is a
beautiful hymn that emphasizes the need to listen because listening is truly at the
heart of prayer. We tend to get caught up in the
talking part of prayer. We talk to God. We make
lists. We ask for things. We implore, beg, beseech,

thank, and nag God in our prayers. What if we decided instead to simply listen? What if we decided to
sit quietly, inviting God into our hearts and simply
listen for what God has to say? Wouldn’t this do
wonders for our prayer life? Wouldn’t it help us to
pray in whole new ways?

What if we decided, instead of telling God what we
want or need, we would instead just enter into the
presence of the Holy and listen? What if, instead of
directing God, we allowed ourselves to be directed?
Let’s try something new. How about we pick a moment every day where we simply open ourselves up
to the Spirit and ask God to guide us into the next
moment? Should we wash the dishes or take the
dog for a walk? Which email or text should we return first? What direction should we head in to
work today? They seem like little, inconsequential moments
but what we are doing is turning
the decision over to God. And
the only way we will know
where God is leading is to listen.
I encourage you to give this a
try. Keep a journal of what happens and what you think and
feel about it. Talk to a friend
about what you felt God doing, how you felt about
continually handing over decisions. When was it
easy? When did you resist? And then notice how it
1

changes your prayer life. Notice how habit forming it starts to become. And notice that when you listen
that you will begin to receive inspiration, freedom and guidance. Notice that God really is calling, inviting,
forgiving, comforting, and offering joy.
As we journey together into the beginnings of autumn, I invite you to Listen!
Listen, to that still small voice inside of you, the gentle prodding of the Spirit. How is it calling you to live out your faith? How is the Spirit calling you to
pray, live, and share your faith? Listen! Listen, God is calling….
Prayerfully,

Pastor Colleen Cox

West Berks Mission District News
Special Appeal for the Johnson-Agiri Family from Nigeria
When the Johnson-Agiri family arrived here in 2017, they had nothing. Through your Christian love and
support, the WBMD brought them to a place of security for their family. They have been doing well, being completely independent for a few years but have recently hit a rough patch, as so many families have.
Due to work and health issues, their income has decreased and they could use some help. Both have been
working full time, plus overtime, but overtime hours have been cut and their regular work loads decreased; and there is no piece-work bonuses either. In addition, Abby injured her shoulder and is receiving therapy, but is sometimes unable to work her shift. Their rent increased, as well, and we all know how
the higher food and gas prices are affecting everyone. Any donations for the family would be greatly appreciated. Donations can be sent to the WBMD, which could be a tax deduction. Make checks payable to
WBMD, 1015 Windsor Street, Reading, PA 19601. Funds will be shared with the family, as needed.
Dog for Dietz
Several years ago, the WBMD collected funds to help pay for a service dog for Pastor Rachael Dietz. Finally, the time has arrived and she has been matched with a canine partner! Chipotle is a two-year-old
black lab that will help Pastor Rachael with mobility issues as well as
with some household chores. (Check out the Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/DogForDietz/ to see some of their
training videos. The pair attended the ELCA Churchwide Assembly
in August, so I am sure there will be some stories! We sent the
$2,237 we previously collected to Susquehanna Service Dogs to help
pay for the initial expenses. Pastor Rachael was very appreciative of
the generosity in helping her be able to enter into this service dog
opportunity. There are some additional expenses as well as ongoing
costs, however, so we are presenting another opportunity to offer financial support. All gifts can be sent
through WBMD, and will be forwarded to Pastor Rachael. Any extra funds collected will go to help Susquehanna Service Dogs as they continue this important program.
Thank you for caring and sharing. We are blessed to be a blessing for others!
Dawn Baxter
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Pizza with the Pastor

Christian Symbol—Pomegranate

Beginning on Sunday, October 2, all kids and families are invited to have pizza with the Pastor once
a month. We will meet on the first Sunday of the
month at 5pm in Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy
yummy pizza, hear a story, do an activity that you
and your family are invited to take home. We will
get to know one another and end in a circle prayer.
The whole evening will last one to one and onehalf hours. This is a great way for all of us to get
to know one another better. If you have any questions, please contact Pastor Colleen.

Because the pomegranate
has an abundance of
seeds, the fruit is used to
represent hope and future
life. It also symbolizes the
many believers who are
individual members of the
universal Christian church.

Reading-Berks 41st Annual CROP
Hunger Walk
Gring’s Mill

On Sunday, Sept 11th during worship we will bless
the backpacks of our students and we will also install our Sunday School teachers and say a prayer
of celebration and thanksgiving for a new year of
Sunday School. If you are a teacher, administrator,
school bus driver, school custodian, or are connected with education in any way we will also be
blessing you and your work as well on this day.
Please join us for this time of worship and prayer
and bring your backpacks or whatever bag you use
to carry your items back and forth to school. All
are welcome!

October 9, 2022
Begins at 12:30 PM
www.crophungerwalk.org/ReadingPA
Go to the website to either register to walk or to
make a donation.
The 2021 CROP Walk raised $25,685. Let’s be
part of a bumper CROP this year.

Confirmation Round Up!
If you are a student entering into the seventh or
eighth grade, then you are invited to become part
of our confirmation program. You and your parents are invited to meet after worship on Sunday,
September 18 in the youth room. We will review
the confirmation program, schedule and meet one
another. If you have any questions please contact
Pastor Colleen.
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September Sponsorships
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s,
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which provides information about our worship services and
Sunday School, and bulletins. Digital Ministry sponsors are recognized in the online service as well as in
Grace Notes.
September 4 — Pentecost 13
Flowers —
Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame —
Bulletins —
Digital Ministry —
September 11 — Pentecost 14
Flowers — Sharon and Dan Smith for their anniversary
Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame —
Bulletins — Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of
Mackenzie’s birthday
Digital Ministry —
September 18 — Pentecost 15

Flowers — Sharon Smith for love and faith
Eagle Ad — Bev and John Kriczky in honor of
Barry’s birthday
Eternal Flame —
Bulletins — Eugene Steffey, lovingly remembering
his dad, Paul E. Steffey on his birthday
Digital Ministry —
September 25 — Pentecost 16

sor any of these five items. Please consider sponsoring the Digital Ministry as more and more people watch us online every week and covering this
expenditure is very important.
Pastor Colleen conducted the funeral for Marie Wagner on August
12. Marie, who spent her final
days at Zerbe Sisters Nursing
Center, died in June.

Flowers — Anne Scheirer in honor of Bill’s birthday
Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame —
Bulletins — Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of
Scott’s birthday
Digital Ministry —

Pastor also officiated at the funeral of Robert E. Leister, Lara’s father, on August 8.

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle ad
($20), Eternal Flame ($10), the bulletin ($25), and
Digital Ministry ($20—$100) are available throughout the year. We accept multiple sponsors for any
item and any date. Please call the office, email Karen
Nein, or complete the form in the narthex to spon4

On Saturday, August 20, Betty J. Rickenbach died
at home. Pastor Colleen conducted her funeral at
the church on Saturday, August 27 at 10 AM, with
burial at Forest Hills. Her obituary can be found
on the Bean Funeral Home website.

and provide essential education, advocacy and support group programs for people in our community
living with mental illness, as well as their loved
ones.

Game Day –
Save the Date!
Sunday, October 9th
2pm – Join us in Fellowship Hall for a
Game Day. Bring your
favorite board game or
card game, and let’s get together and have some
fun. Invite your friends and family. Look for a signup at church so we know how many to expect. All
are welcome!

You can learn more about NAMI by going to their
website, namiberkspa.org. NAMI will offer their 8week Family-to-Family class from September 13
through November 1; Tuesday nights from 6:30 to
9pm. The class is free and is a vital educational support tool for anyone who is living with someone
challenged with a mental health diagnosis.
Berks County Armed Forces Advisory Committee

This group meets on the second Wednesday of the
month, September through November and January
through June. Their main project throughout the
year is the planning of the Berks County Armed
Forces Day Parade, the oldest Armed Forces Day
parade in the country. This group welcomes anybody, especially veterans, who would like to help!

Grace, the Community Center
Welcome, new ‘Residents’
Grace recently became the home to several new
community non-profits: NAMI-Berks and the Wyomissing Band.
The Wyomissing Band

Our Year-Long and Returning
Community Organizations
Berks Encore Mifflin Center has been undergoing a
lot of changes over the summer. The new Center
Manager is Megan Dissinger and her Assistant
Manager is Dana Ziegler. There is a lot of new furniture and electronics to help their efforts at meeting the needs of seniors in our community. They
have been featured in the Berks Encore newsletter
(and newspaper insert) and have been increasing
the number of activities and participants. Anyone
55 and older is encouraged to check out their activity schedules. They also provide meals and organize
Meals-on-Wheels (drivers and runners are always
needed).

The Wyomissing Band rehearses Tuesday nights in
the Fellowship Hall at 7pm. The band was founded
in 1923 by two of the founders of Wyomissing,
Ferdinand Thun and Henry Janssen. The band has
a great history, from presenting concerts in Wyomissing, to marching in Firemen’s Parades with
the Hampden Firemen. While they no longer
march in parades, they continue the tradition of
playing concerts in the Berks County community
for civic and public events, as well as church picnics and services. They play a variety of music,
from marches and Broadway tunes to sacred music
and TV themes. The band always encourages new
members for any instrument, and there are no auditions. You can check out their website at
www.wyobandinc.com or their Facebook page.

The Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts will return in September on Thursday nights. We have been unable
to reach the Girl Scouts to see whether they plan to
return for Tuesday nights. The Reading Philharmonic rehearses on Friday evenings from 7 to
8:45pm. The Reading Chorale decided to move
their rehearsals to Alsace Lutheran Church in Reading where their director attends. Due to staffing
issues, Olivet Boys and Girls Club After-School
Program will not be meeting here in September,
but hopes to return by January.

NAMI-Berks County
NAMI-Berks County (National Alliance on Mental
Illness) began renting the former Education Office
and utilizing the Sunday School room in the corner
next to the office. NAMI is the nation’s largest
grassroots mental health organization dedicated to
building better lives for the millions of Americans
affected by mental illness. NAMI-Berks, an affiliate
of NAMI PA, has dedicated volunteers, members
and leaders who work tirelessly to raise awareness
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God’s Work. Our Hands.

Update

We have been collecting items all summer for our
“God’s Work. Our Hands.” Sunday service project.
We will be assembling care packages which will be
dropped off for Lutheran Disaster Response. If
you have not yet brought in items for our projects,
it is not too late. Please check the list and drop the
items off at the church. Please join us after worship
on September 11th for a time of fellowship at our
coffee hour, and then help us assemble the packages. What a great day to be the church!

During our host week, July 25-31, Grace supplied
donations of grocery gift cards, household supplies,
baby wipes, baby products, a crock pot and a pillow. All items were greatly appreciated by the families in the program. We had 3 families (at two locations) consisting of 4 adults and 10 children!
Thank you to all who donated! Immanuel UCC
supplied the two evening meals that week. We will
again be hosting families the week of October 31st
and will again be requesting donations of grocery
gift cards, toilet paper, paper towels, cleaning supplies, dish soap, etc. We usually need baby supplies.
As we get closer to October, please be on the lookout for an email giving specifics and/or sizes of
diapers needed. If you have any questions do not
hesitate to email Suzie Harteg.

Personal Care Kit Items – New Items only
• Light-weight bath-size towels (between 20”

x 40” and no bigger than 52” x 27”), and
dark colors are recommended.
• Bath size bars of soap equaling 8—9oz.

each, any brand, in original wrapping
• Adult size toothbrush, in original packaging

(not a pack of several toothbrushes)

Thank you for continuing to support this important
mission in our community. There never seems to
be an end to homelessness for one reason or another, but because of your generosity these families
have hope for a brighter future and a home of their
own.

• Sturdy combs
• Metal nail clippers (attached file optional)

School Kit Items
• 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled

Your friend in Christ,

paper, approximately 8” x 10½”; no loose
leaf paper

Suzie Harteg
610-223-2696, saharteg@gmail.com

• 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler with centime-

ters on one side and inches on the other

Helpers Needed—Live Your Faith

• Pencil sharpener

Don Rauber has asked for some assistance. He is
feeling his age and unsteadiness when climbing the
ladder weekly to replace the eternal candle. If
someone can do this for him, he would appreciate
it greatly. Currently, he does this on Fridays, but if
another day suits a new volunteer, as long as it is
done on the same day every week, that would be
fine. The candles last for seven days.
The Property Committee is also seeking people to
help with completing projects in the church.
Please see the enclosed list of projects that need
your help.
Additional greeters, ushers and lectors are also
needed.

• Blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-

ded steel blades work well)
• Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers
• Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)
• Box of 16 or 24 crayons
• 2½” eraser
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conjunction with the Lutheran Summer Music
Academy and Festival. Once again, singing together
was a central focus. The performances by both the
festival youth groups and Calmus, a professional
vocal quintet from Germany, were impressive, to
say the least. Among the varied classes, one in particular on copyright, was timely and very helpful.

From Our Church Musicians
During the summer, several conferences are held
that offer continuing studies in worship, music and
the arts. It is at these conferences where ideas are
shared among colleagues and new music is presented for participants to bring back to their local congregations. During the pandemic, most were cancelled, postponed or offered virtually. This summer,
many were offered in-person
again for the first time in two
years while maintaining the virtual option, as well. Deb and I participated in three, two virtually
and one in-person.

After two online conferences, Deb and I were excited to attend the Augsburg Fortress Publisher’s
two-day Summer Music Clinic inperson in Ardmore, PA. The
theme was returning to worship
renewed, refreshed and revitalized. In addition to the presentations for singers, organists/
keyboardists and handbell directors, the clinicians organized and
presented Let My Spirit Always
Sing: A Hymn Festival that all
could be part of using hymns
taken from the new ELW hymnal, All Creation Sings. It focused
on creative presentation of the
hymns using varied accompaniments and hymn texts spoken as
liturgy and prayer.

The first was offered by the
Presbyterian Association of Musicians at Montreat Conference
Center in Black Mountain, NC.
It was titled In the Stranger’s Guise
and was based around the Celtic
Rune of Hospitality which teaches that “…Often, often, often,
goes the Christ in the stranger’s
guise.” The daily worship services were centered around the
theme that was thoughtfully reinforced in the selected texts, the
liturgies, hymns and other musical offerings, and
the ever-changing visual arts and dance. As you
might expect after a lengthy period of limited or no
singing, the plenary presentation focused on both
the physical and emotional aspects of singing together in community.

It was a wonderful summer of
learning for us. We are grateful
for Grace’s support for continuing education and
look forward to sharing some of these ideas with
you in worship this year!
Blessings,

Tim and Deb

The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians
conference, From Generation to Generation, was held at
Valparaiso University in Indiana. It was held in
Senior choir will resume rehearsals beginning Thursday, September 8 at 7:30 PM
in the choir room. New vocalists welcome! Enter
through the glass doors on
the side street near the bank
lot.

Bell choir will resume
rehearsals beginning
Thursday, September
8 at 6:30 PM in the
choir room. If you
would like to learn to
play bells, please talk
to Tim.
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Beginning Sunday, September 11, following worship, we will once again offer a time of hospitality
in our Fellowship Hall. We will enjoy social time
and hospitality every second and fourth Sunday of
the month. Refreshments and treats enhance these
times to catch up with one another and hear all
about our summer activities. On September 11, we
will also assemble our “God’s Work. Our Hands.”
care packages at the same time. So please stop by
after worship, grab a cup of coffee and a treat provided by the Congregational Ministries Committee,
say hello to one another and let us serve God together. Everyone is invited and welcome.

Ways to Walk
If you think walking is boring or repetitive, read 52
Ways to Walk. Author Annabel Streets shares dozens of variations on this healthy pastime. From
walking in the cold or at altitude to walking along a
river or barefoot (or even backward!), each technique offers different benefits and new perspectives. Other ideas include a sensory walk, a silent
walk, a foraging walk and singing while strolling.
As Christians know, walking can be a great time to
connect with God in prayer, too.
Scripture speaks often about our spiritual walk: We
are to walk “faithfully” with God (Genesis 5:24,
NIV), walk “in all his ways” (Joshua 22:5, NRSV),
walk “humbly” with God (Micah 6:8), walk “while
you have the light” (John 12:35), walk while praising God (Acts 3:8), walk “by faith, not by sight” (2
Corinthians 5:7), walk “by the Spirit” (Galatians
5:16) and walk “in the same way” as Jesus walked
(1 John 2:6, NRSV).

Friends Helping Friends
Don’t forget to pick up your Boscov’s Friends
Helping Friends Shopping Pass from Suzie Harteg
or another committee member in the narthex or
from Karen in the office. For a $5 investment,
which the church keeps, your shopping pass will
provide you with super discounts and a chance to
win a $100 Boscov’s gift card. The shopping pass is
good for one day, in-store shopping only: October
19, 2022 from 8am to 11pm.

As we walk — even through dark valleys — we’re
never alone. God promises, “I will walk among you
and be your God” (Leviticus 26:12, NIV).
—Stephanie Martin
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Hello Sunday School Families!
On Sunday, September 11th, Sunday School will resume for grades K-6!
Please remember to bring your backpacks along for the blessing of the
backpacks during worship!
Children will attend worship in the sanctuary until they are dismissed for
Sunday School, at which time they will be escorted to the upstairs Sunday
School classroom. When Sunday School concludes, the children will be reunited with their parents in the Fellowship Hall during coffee hour. We hope
you will stay and help us assemble our “God’s Work. Our Hands.” packages!
We will again be keeping all our K-6 youth together in one classroom. Ms.
Werner, Ms. Wertz and I will be taking turns leading the kids. We will explore a theme each week through discussion and activities while still incorporating the videos that everyone enjoys from Whirl All Kids.
We will also be gathering our Sunday School families together once a month to have dinner with Pastor
Colleen and work on a family activity. Please see her article for more information.
Adult Sunday School takes place in the Roper Parlor on Sunday mornings at 8:45 AM under the direction of Molly
Clark. They are currently discussing and questioning the Gospel lesson used as the basis for the pastor’s sermon.
Molly and group are also open to suggestions for future topics. No previous Bible knowledge necessary. All are
welcome.
I hope everyone had a fantastic summer and I look forward to hearing about all everyone’s adventures during
Sunday School! If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me at

christianed@graceshillington.org.
Yours In Christ,

Kim Nakonecznyj
SEPTEMBER SUNDAY SCHOOL SCHEDULE
September 11 – First day of Sunday School for youth and adults
Blessing of the backpacks during worship—Don’t forget to bring your backpack!
☺ Collections of items for Lutheran World Relief
☺ Creation of school kits and personal care kits in Fellowship Hall after worship—please stay for refreshments and help assemble these kits!
☺

September 18 – Sunday School for youth and adults
September 25 – No youth Sunday School – Worship in the sanctuary
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Words to Live by

From Thrivent

Every month, one or more of
our members and/or friends
designate their Thrivent Choice
dollars to Grace. We are very
thankful for these contributions. Recently, the following
designated their dollars to us:

If you watched the YouTube video about “God’s
Work. Our Hands.” Sunday, you may have also
watched the video which followed, featuring the
sermon by Bishop Davenport at the ELCA
Churchwide Assembly 2022 . It was an awesome
sermon—uplifting, challenging and life-giving. At
the end of her sermon, Bishop Davenport read a
poem by Langston Hughes entitled “Live Your
Creed”. I’d like to share it with you.

Susan Bamburak
James and Janice Reaser
Linda Sepeda
Kathy and Michael Van Reed
Thank you for your thoughtful generosity.

Live Your Creed
By Langston Hughes

I’d rather see a sermon than to hear
one any day.
I’d rather one walk with me than just to
show the way.
The eye is a better pupil and more wiling than the ear.
Advice may be misleading but examples are always clear.
And the very best of teachers are the
ones who live their creed,
For to see good put into action is what
everybody needs.
I can soon learn to do it if you let me
see it done.
I can watch your hand in motion but
your tongue too fast may run
And the lectures you deliver may be
very fine and true
But I’d rather get my lesson by observing what you do.
For I may misunderstand you and the
fine advice you give
But there’s no misunderstanding how
you act and how you live.

From Jim Conrad and Cub Scout Pack #236:
(Along with a check for $50) A token of our appreciation for everything you do for us. The check is
from the proceeds of the egg sales at our pancake
breakfast.
From AmazonSmile
AmazonSmile made a charitable donation to Grace
Evangelical Lutheran Church, in the amount of
$31.33 as a result of qualifying purchases made by
you and other customers between January 1st and
March 31st.
Photos from Berks
Encore’s Beach
Party in Fellowship
Hall.

We may not often invite others to worship with us
(which we should), but our everyday actions, words
and deeds display our faith and the love of and
through Christ. Share your love and faith with others in everything you do and say, today, tomorrow
and always, for you are the church and a spokesperson for Jesus.
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Weekly Worship Services Posted
Online at www.graceshillington.org
Church phone: 610.777.7885

Church Staff
Rev. Colleen Cox ................................................... Pastor
Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate
Timothy Jenks .................Director of Music Ministries
Deborah Jenks ................................................... Organist
Karen A. Nein .............................. Parish Administrator
Kim Nakonecznyj.......................... Christian Education
Coordinator
Brian Ruffner ........................................................ Sexton
Donald Rauber ................................................... Security

Office Hours: M–W, 9am to 2pm; Th, 9am to 1pm
Pastor Colleen Cox
Tim Jenks
Deb Jenks
Karen Nein
Kim Nakonecznyj
Church office

pastor@graceshillington.org
tjenks@graceshillington.org
djenks@graceshillington.org
knein@graceshillington.org
ChristianEd@graceshillington.org
graceshillington@graceshillington.org

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA
Website: www.graceshillington.org

Communicating with Pastor Colleen
Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the pastor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274, or call the office. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone, or
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a pastoral emergency, she can be reached
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on.
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9am or after 9pm.

Pursuing Peace

One Word

The 2021 book Love, Loss and Endurance: A 9/11
Story of Resilience and Hope in an Age of Anxiety explores the dangers of extremism, both religious and
political. Author Bill Tammeus, whose nephew
died on 9/11, suggests three ways to be peacemakers. First, we can become more religiously literate,
because “our human tendency is to fear what we
don’t know or understand.” Second, we can deepen our knowledge of history, because “shock
waves” from past events often spark modern-day
unrest.

Author and lay minister Samuel Gordon told of an
elderly woman whose memory began to fade. “She
had once known much of the Bible by heart. Eventually only one precious bit stayed with her [2 Timothy 1:12, KJV]: ‘I know whom I have believed,
and am persuaded that he is able to keep that
which I have committed unto him against that day.’
By and by, part of that slipped its hold, and she
would quietly repeat, ‘That which I have committed unto him.’
“At last, as she hovered on the borderline between
this and the spirit world, her loved ones noticed
her lips moving. They bent down to see if she
needed anything. She was repeating over and over
again to herself the one word of the text, ‘Him,
him, him.’ She had lost the whole Bible, but one
word. But she had the whole Bible in that one
word.”

Finally, we can spend time with people who are
facing profound grief. “This is the emotional
equivalent of walking a mile in someone else’s
shoes,” Tammeus writes. “It can open our eyes to
the countless ways that death — particularly unexpected, violent death — can affect almost every
aspect of the lives of survivors. … At the very
least, go to funerals of people whose families you
know, even of people who died of old age or of
some illness late in life. Be present. Hear their stories.”
—adapted from The Wired Word
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Labor Day Laughs

It Only Takes a Spark
Love is the spark that kindles the fire
of compassion. Compassion is the fire
that flames the candle of service. Service is the candle that ignites
the torch of hope. Hope is the torch
that lights the beacon of faith. Faith is
the beacon that reflects the power of
God. God is the power that creates
the miracle of love.
—William Arthur Ward

Take a break and enjoy this work-related humor!

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

My first job was in an orange juice factory. I got canned
because I couldn’t concentrate.
When I couldn’t hack it as a lumberjack, I got the ax.
I wasn’t suited to being a tailor.
Working in the muffler factory was too exhausting.
I was a banker … until I lost interest.
I realized there was no future in being a historian.
Any way I sliced it, I couldn’t cut the mustard at the
deli.
I studied to become a doctor but had no patients.
My job at the coffee shop was always the same old
grind.
When I worked as a plumber, the tasks were too draining.
I was hired at a gym but wasn’t fit for the job.
Finally, I got a job at a bakery; I kneaded dough!
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