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“This is the ultimate knowledge of God, to know that we do not know”
Thomas Aquinas

Message from Pastor Colleen
Dear Church,
Have you ever heard the term liminal space?The
liminal space is the time between the ‘what was’
and the ‘next.’ It is a place of transition, a season
of waiting, and not knowing. So the liminal spaces
are the periods of our lives when we are living in
the in-between. So for all of us today there is life
before the pandemic, and the life to come after
the pandemic. In the middle, is the liminal space
and it is a time that is exhausting and uncomfortable. For example, do we send our children to
school or not, do they learn online or in person?
What precautions should be taken? Do we worship in person or online? If we meet outdoors,
what safeguards should we follow? Do we work
from home or do we go into our offices? Do we
go into our offices on a limited basis and again,
what precautions do we take? It is clear that we
are currently living through very liminal times.
Liminal space is like a shoreline where the boundaries are there but the waves change the outline a
little bit each day. It is not a predictable boundary;
it is ever-changing with the waves and the tides,
and it is a space that requires more energy and attention to determine.
In Scripture, God also created liminal space. God
created the land, God created the sky, and God
created a dome between them. (Genesis 1:1-1:8)

The liminal space was a transition space between
the land and the sky which was a place of possibility. Father Richard Rohr makes the argument that
liminal space is full of the possibilities of God to
grace our lives. He says, “The very vulnerability
and openness of liminal space allows room for
something genuinely new to happen.”
For most of us, the year 2020 has been one long
liminal space which is uncomfortable and filled
with one grief after another. We have all experienced loss in some form or another because of
this pandemic. Some of us have lost family and
friends to death, and some of those losses have
been directly related to the pandemic. All of us
have experienced heartache of some kind or another due to this time whether that was loss of
employment, postponed celebrations such as weddings and graduations and birthdays, loss of vacations or trips, loss of the physical closeness of
friends and family, and unfortunately the list goes
on. However, simultaneous to all this loss there
have been opportunities for genuine inner soul
work. We have all experienced moments where
we’ve been given the chance to allow God to
come close to us, to change and transform us.
And these have been times where we have been
able to find a strength we may not have known we
had and an opportunity for deeper spirituality.
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The liminal space is not a space of comfort but it is
a space that allows room for something new to happen. It invites us to discover and live from broader
perspectives and with much deeper seeing. It takes
time but this experience can help us reenter the
world with freedom and new, creative approaches
to life. So, lean in dear Church and know we are
uncomfortable together. Please let go of the veneer
of performing and pretending that all is fine and let
God come close in the vulnerability. Do not be
afraid, for God is in the silent spaces. And we are
together in the liminal spaces and we are being
loved and cared for and perhaps even transformed.
Peace,

Sermon by Phone
For anyone without internet access, Pastor Colleen’s Sunday sermons
are now available by phone! Just dial 610.463.0094 any time during the
week and you’ll hear the sermon delivered by Pastor Colleen from the
preceding Sunday.

Still Looking for….Volunteers to Attend the PA Synod
Assembly
Did you forget to tell us you were interested? We thought so! The 2020 Northeastern PA Synod assembly will be held online this year. It will take place on
Friday evening, October 16, and Sunday afternoon, October 18, Friday evening, October 23, and Saturday morning and afternoon, October 24. We will be holding elections for a
new Bishop at this assembly. We are looking for two members from Grace who would be interested in
"attending" this assembly with Pastor Colleen. The good news is that you can "attend" this year's assembly from the comfort of your own home. The bad news is that you must be able to use zoom to attend.
We would prefer one female and one male member. Youth, if a member of Grace, are eligible. An assembly with a Bishop's election is an exciting and Spirit-driven event. Please prayerfully consider getting in
touch with Pastor Colleen and indicating your interest.

Thank You for Your Continued Support
We are thankful for your continued support of contributions
of cash, check, or through VANCO.
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Highlights from the August 19 Meeting
Worship Opportunities:
Outdoor in-person worship services will continue on a biweekly basis beginning on August 30. Services also planned for
September 13 and September 27. These outdoor services will
be held at 9:30 am on Liberty Street and are weather permitted.
Digital Worship opportunities continue with daily messages from Pastor Colleen and weekly worship
services all posted for access through our Grace website and on our Facebook page.
COVID-19 mitigation plans :

Congregational Council and the Executive Committee continue working toward the completion of policies and procedures for a safe return to in-church worship as well as discussion and planning for limited
in-person worship opportunities outside of the church building. Facility usage by outside groups (Encore,
Boy Scouts, Olivet Club, etc.) and COVID-19 mitigations regarding this were discussed at length with
policies are being developed in this regard.
Security Team Update:
Re-keying of doors has been completed and new keys have been distributed.
Major Projects Update:
Boiler Replacement - A review of the natural gas bills is continuing to determine the effect of the new
boilers on reducing the gas consumption. Initial reviews indicate significant savings. The final results will
be evaluated following this heating season.
Toilet Renovations: The two toilet rooms across from the office have been completed to the point of allowing the Church staff to start using them. The wall panels have been installed in the Men’s Choir Toilet
room and are 90% complete in the Women’s Toilet. Work will continue in these rooms as time permits.

Quotable Quotes
C.S. Lewis: Some people feel guilty about their anxieties and regard them as a defect of faith, but they are
afflictions, not sins. Like all afflictions, they are, if we can so take them, our share in the passion of Christ.
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen: Most of us do not like to look inside ourselves for the same reason we don’t like
to open a letter that has bad news.
Steve Brown: It’s a paradox, but the difference between strong faith and weak faith is need. The strongest
Christian really is the Christian who knows how weak he or she is.
A.W. Tozer: Jesus is not one of many ways to approach God, nor is He the best of several ways; He is the
only way.
Oswald Chambers: Faith is deliberate confidence in God, whose ways you may not understand at the
time.
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Weekly Prayer Time with Pastor Colleen
“Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” Philippians 4:6
You are invited to join in a time of weekly prayer with Pastor Colleen. We will meet on
Tuesdays at 6:30pm by zoom and we will have a short time of scripture reading and
prayer. Just email pastor@graceshillington.org for the zoom invitation. If you are not
available during that time please feel free to email your prayer concerns and they will
be included.
All are Welcome!

Thank You
Dear Endowment Committee,
I would like to extend a huge ‘thank you’ for facilitating The Curtis K. Ruffner Scholarship Fund of
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Shillington, PA. This will help me pay the expenses of college. I’ll be
using the money towards tuition and books required. Thank you again for selecting me to receive this
scholarship.
Sincerely,
(signed) Tyler Scheirer

Contributors Wanted
Please share with us news articles, funny stories or updates about you or family members for the newsletter. Everyone wants to know how you are doing!

CONTEST
We would like to rename the newsletter. Please submit your ideas and we’ll provide the list of suggestions
for voting in the next newsletter. Hopefully, by December, we will have a name other than “Gra-Lu.”
Looking forward to your ideas!

Christian Symbol: Cross Crosslet
This cross is formed of four smaller Latin crosses joined at their overlapping
bases. The cross as a whole represents the spreading of the gospel to the four
corners of the earth. This cross is often used in connection with missions.
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September Sponsorships
Until it is safe to worship in the building and use
handouts, we do not need bulletin sponsors. At this
point, we need eternal flame and Eagle Ad sponsors
and appreciate ‘flower’ sponsorships which help cover lawn and garden expenditures. We appreciate your
financial support in these matters.
September 6
Flowers — Suzie Harteg in loving memory of her
mother, Ardelle Herzog
Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in loving memory of
her mother, Ardelle Herzog
Eagle Ad — Bill and Anne Scheirer to the Glory of
God
September 13
Eternal Flame — Dave and Kim Nakonecznyj to
celebrate Nathan’s 10th birthday
Eagle Ad—The Lawrence and Kriczky Families in
memory of Barry Davidheiser
September 20
Eternal Flame — Bill and Anne Scheirer to the
Glory of God
September 27
Eternal Flame — John and Nancy Berry to the
Glory of God

Thank you
Thank you for continuing to support those in need in your local community. We appreciate you and
your volunteers—without your help, we couldn’t do what we do each day. Thanks again—
Less and Lori
Helping Harvest Fresh Food Bank
117 Morgan Drive
Reading, PA 198608
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CORRECTION!
A sincere apology is extended to the family members and friends of the Ruffner family for the shortened
headline that appeared in our most recent newsletter. The official name of this greatly appreciated annual
scholarship is “The Curtis K. Ruffner Scholarship Fund of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church,
Shillington, PA.” All future announcements and acknowledgements regarding this highly regarded
scholarship will contain the complete title of “The Curtis K. Ruffner Scholarship Fund of Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Shillington, PA.”
Yours in Christ,
Pastor David L. Roper, Endowment Fund Chair

God’s Work. Our Hands.– September 13
Our congregation has been so involved over the years working together to help others. We’ve put together macaroni and cheese meals, collected personal items to create emergency kits for those enduring hardships like flooding or other emergencies, and collected snack items and personal care items for the ‘Stang
Stable at the Governor Mifflin School District.
Though this year is challenging, we still want to live up to our mission and work on a project for “God’s
Work. Our Hands.” Sunday, September 13. We would like to gather food items for the school to put together ‘power packs’ similar to what we did last year for the Stang Stable. These power packs are given to
students in need whenever there is an extended weekend or anticipated snow days. These are the items
that Grace is collecting for this project:
Granola bars
Fruit snacks
Individual size apple sauce/fruit cups
Snack bags (chips, pretzels, popcorn, etc.)
Please bring your contributions to the church on Sunday, September 13. We will have collection boxes
ready for each of these items. These will be added to the items that other churches are collecting, so the
students will have well-rounded nutritional food bags.
In mid-August, we sent out an email blast asking for school supplies since each student is now responsible for carrying their own. If able to, please contribute any of the following items and we will deliver them
to Jen, who will, in turn, get them to students who need them:
sharpies
markers
pencils

pens
earbuds (sold at Dollar Store)
pencil bags/boxes

6

hand sanitizer
wipes
tissue boxes or small individual packs

We continue to ask for photos of members to create another PowerPoint
for our online worship at some time in the near future. These photos will
also help to create a directory with photos so Pastor Colleen will recognize
people once we see each other without masks!
Do you have photos of a worship service or children singing during the service? We would like them for use in our worship services. When in doubt,
forward them along to the office!
If possible, please email a photos to knein@graceshillington.org. If you can't email one, please mail one
to Karen by regular mail at the church address. Mailed photos should be marked on the back with the full
name and return address of the person(s) pictured. We were hoping for photos of members actively doing
something during these times when we are not out and about as much as we would like to be: Meals-onWheels deliverers and drivers, yard work volunteers, teachers, lawyers, students at work, etc.. Everyone
wants to ‘see’ each other and your photos of yourself will be helpful.

Prayer Requests
Prayer Circle: You may call the church office at 610.777.7885 and ask for your prayer
request to be put on the prayer phone chain, also known as the prayer circle. When
your request is received, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in
each group who will all be praying for your request. That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially good for immediate and urgent requests. If you would like to be a participant
in one of the groups or have a request after church hours, please notify the church office.
Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: As with the prayer circle, contact the church with prayer
requests and to remove people from the prayer list during worship and in Grace Notes.
Please confirm: prayer circle and/or prayer list for worship/Grace Notes.

Member News
Linda Polyak is now a grandmother! Linda’s son,
Kevin, and his wife, Kate, became proud parents
of a beautiful daughter, Reagan Eleanor Polyak.
Reagan arrived into this world on Thursday, July
30 at 5:50 PM, weighing in at 6 lb. 6.7 oz. and
measuring 19.5” long. This is wonderful news!
Congratulations to all!

The "Knifty Knitters," consisting of knitters and crocheters, will meet
(weather permitting) on Tuesdays, September 1 and 15, at 2PM in the
courtyard of the church. Please bring your own mask, chair and refreshments.
Looking forward to seeing you there. Questions? contact Penny Pinto,
610.777.4383.
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For you
to color
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From the

In last month’s article, I admitted to feeling a bit ‘upended’ as a
result of the pandemic: lost, afraid, trying to plan and figure out
where we go from here. I will say that one month later, I have
no definitive answers. The pandemic is still raging; racism is
alive and well; global warming is rearing its ugly head with wildfires, droughts, massive storms and lengthy power outages; and,
I’ve recently learned of a dear friends’ return of cancer. But in
the midst of all this, the weather shifts to less humidity, brighter
skies, beautiful breezes. The birds seem to sing a bit more joyfully and I am feeling my mood shifting to hope, comfort and a
bit more calm. So, which feeling does one focus on? Worry,
wonder? Trouble, beauty? Have you found yourself in these
places? Both are true and both matter.
Rev. Bruce Benson, retired pastor from St. Olaf College, says
that worry & wonder, trouble & beauty cannot be a choice of one or the other. Honesty about life means
living in these two worlds at once. Grief, anger, fear, resentment can close down the doors of our hearts
yet, if we pretend that life is always stress-free, always wonderful, well, can we live a truly meaningful life?
We must not deny or minimize our feelings. We just need to be able to recognize them, face them, and
share them as a community of faith. The world’s trouble needs us to face it honestly and the world’s
beauty beckons us to embrace and honor it without reserve.
Music has a way of opening our shuttered spirits to embrace the Holy Spirit. Have you ever listened to a
piece of music, perhaps one you know or something new, and felt your heart begin to open? All of a
sudden the tears begin flowing catching you by surprise. When it is over, you find yourself understandably exhausted, yes, but filled with a peace that passes all understanding.
It is true, right now, that we cannot sing together standing next to one another, but we can still sing, even
during these anxiety-producing times – AND we can do it together!
On Sunday, October 4 at 7:00 pm, I invite you to our first virtual hymn sing. I will be in the sanctuary at
the organ and you are invited, via ZOOM, to be with me offering the hymns that mean so much to you;
whether they are hymns you find yourself singing when you need hope and comfort, or, hymns of joy
and praise to the One who is always with us, especially in these troubled times. If you are interested in
attending, please send me an email (djenks@graceshillington.org) and I’ll send you information as to how
to join the “choir of heavenly angels.” If there is a hymn that I do not know, or do not have a copy of, I
will make a note of it and we will revisit it next time around. Please come with me on this virtual journey
of hope, comfort, reconciliation, and joy! Together we can “un-shutter” our spirits!!!

ORGAN BENCH

Soli deo Gloria,

Debbie
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Service of Lament and Healing
On Sunday, September 27th our worship service will focus on the themes of lament
and healing. By the end of September it will be six months since this Pandemic began
and we have much to lament about. We want to give you an opportunity to name
your feelings. We want you to write things like, "I miss…..; I am saddest when…..; I
am angry about….." Or whatever other emotions you have experienced throughout
this time of isolation, sickness, death, and grief. You are invited to email your answers
to the office or write your feelings down and mail them into the office. You can send
these feelings and emotions to us anonymously or you can sign your name. We want you to know these
feelings will be received with no judgment. We are not here to tell you anything you've been feeling is
wrong or that you need to "get over it." We are going to compile all our feelings and we are going to
name them. Then we are going to offer a time of healing for all of us. We will be doing this at both our
outdoor and online worship on this Sunday. We would like to receive all these feelings by September 20

Outdoor Worship Services
We plan to offer outdoor worship services again at 9:30 AM on the following Sundays:
August 30
September 13 (God’s Work. Our Hands.)
September 27 (Service of Lament and Healing)
We anticipate meeting on Liberty Street where there is more shade. We are still asking individuals to bring
their own chairs, if possible. For those without fold-up chairs or who use walkers, etc., we will provide
chairs from the Fellowship Hall. Everyone must abide by the COVID-19 guidelines for the safety of all.
We will take temperatures and ask you the standard questions. Stationary offering baskets will be available
and we hope to have a ‘communion-to-go’ for all these Sundays.
Please RSVP to the office, 610.77.7885 or knein@graceshillington.org.
Stay tuned—emails and mail...

Mary’s Shelter
We recently received a request from
Mary’s Shelter, and thought we would
share it with you. Mary’s Shelter is a multifaceted comprehensive housing and social service agency that addresses pregnancy, parenting and youth homelessness
through proactive preventative work, crisis intervention services and stabilization
back into the community.
Mary’s Shelter would like to continue to grow, expand and help more young people in our community.
What they are seeking is a million friends who are willing to contribute $1 each year. Think of what one
million people donating $1 each year would mean! It’s simple. Donations are accepted online at
www.marysshelter.org/help/donation or through the mail at 615 Kenhorst Blvd, Reading, PA 19611.
Thank you for making a difference!
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Christian Education
Families of Grace,
The Christian Education team along with our staff have
been spending the summer planning on how we can
give our youth the best learning experience this fall during the current pandemic. This is a great time to change
things up a bit and try some new and exciting ideas!
To kick off our ministry, we will once again be collecting items for the Stang Stable for God’s Work Our
Hands Sunday on September 13th. A detailed list of
items and how to donate them are listed in this newsletter.
In the coming weeks, the parents of our K-6 youth will
be receiving an email from me with details about our
new fall curriculum, An Illustrated Compassion –
Learning to Love Like God. All youth and families are
welcome! If you have a grandchild, friend, etc. in this
age group that would like to participate, please feel free
to contact me.
Toni is continuing to get our Confirmation youth
caught up and will be welcoming some new faces to her
group.
Pastor Colleen is looking forward to meeting our Youth
Revolution group and working with Karen and Andrea
to support them.
As always, the Christian Education team cares about
our youth and we would love to hear your feedback as
we progress through the fall. I am always here should
you have any questions or concerns.
Yours in Christ,

Kim
Photos of our members’ communion set-ups
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Church Staff
Rev. Colleen Cox .................................................. Pastor
Rev. David Roper ............................. Pastoral Associate
Timothy Jenks ................ Director of Music Ministries
Deborah Jenks ................................................... Organist
Karen A. Nein ............................. Parish Administrator
Kim Nakonecznyj ..................... Christian Education
Coordinator
Brian Ruffner ........................................................ Sexton
Donald Rauber ................................................... Security

Current Worship
Online at www.graceshillington.org
Contact us:
Church phone: 610.777.7885
Fax: 610.777.3841
Pastor Colleen Cox
pastor@graceshillington.org
Tim Jenks
tjenks@graceshillington.org
Deb Jenks
djenks@graceshillington.org
Karen Nein
knein@graceshillington.org
Kim Nakonecznyj
ChristianEd@graceshillington.org
Church office
graceshillington@graceshillington.org

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA
Website: www.graceshillington.org

Need to Speak with Pastor Colleen?
While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following the directives to wear
masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not yet have regular office hours at the church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her on her cell phone: 215.264.5274.
In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this
phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on. If no emergency, please refrain from
texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.
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Congregation Council
Jim Thompson, President
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Ray Truex
*Non-council member
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Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members
Editor: Karen A. Nein
Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko
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Nancy Smith, Rosemary Witmer, Barbara Wolfe
At this time, our usual coordinators and collators are on hiatus due to
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