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GraCE TIDINGS 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone. 
—Martin Luther 

Cont’d. on next page 

I am a big fan of the author, former Lutheran min-
ister, professor, and co-creator of A Renewable En-
terprise, Kelly Fryer. I love to read her books and 
hear her ideas on ministry, leadership, and especial-
ly evangelism. Last fall we used a bible study she 
wrote called, “No Experience Necessary,” to talk 
about our faith and God and the Bible. There are 
many things that she has said that I have quoted 
but one of my favorite quotes is about what she 
sees as the Lutheran Core Values. To her they are:  

Jesus is Lord 

Everyone is Welcome 

Love Changes People 

Everybody has something to offer 

The world needs what we have 

These core values, according to Kelly, are the 
whole basis of why and how we can and must do 
evangelism in the church. In a nut shell what she is 
saying is that the Jesus who meets us at the cross is 
Lord. Because Jesus welcomed everyone who are 
we to exclude? The unconditional love of God is 
transformational. We are all a part of the priest-
hood of believers and as such we are to get busy 
wherever God sends us. And finally, God came 
down here to set us free and suddenly it’s not 
about us anymore, instead it’s about all we can do 
to make a difference in the world.  

These core values are something I cling to on a 
daily basis because it feels like an outline to me for 
how to live as a baptized Christian in the world. 

These core values remind me that it is time to get 
the Word out about Jesus, who searched out and 
welcomed in those who the world had cast aside; 
who opened up and shared his Table with every-
one, no exceptions; whose radical love tore down 
every wall that separates us from God. These core 
values remind me that it’s time for us to share the 
really amazing news about God’s mission to love, 
save, heal and forgive the whole world. These core 
values motivate and push me to dare to share this 
radical message with a world that is literally dying 
to hear it.  

What is so surprising to me, however, is how easy 
it is to share these values every day. Really!! The 
most well-kept secret out there is how easy it is to 
be an evangelist because all you have to do is tell a 
story. And it is a story you know by heart. It is the 
story of how the love of God has changed your 
life. And in case you haven’t realized it, it has!! You 
are reading this today because in some really great 
way God has made God’s presence known to you 
and you can’t get enough. In some really amazing 
way Jesus has led you to Grace and you are 
hooked. And that is your story and your mission. 
Your role as evangelist is simply to tell someone 
you know about what it is that keeps you coming 
back. Or what it is that makes you watch our 
online service every week. For example, maybe you 
really like the sermons you’ve heard in church. Or 
perhaps you really like the music we sing. Maybe 
you came with a friend and got a big kick out of 
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the way folks welcomed you or maybe you are im-
pressed with our online worship service. Whatever 
it is you’re hooked and all you have to do to be the 
evangelist God created you to be is to share the sto-
ry of why you keep coming back. All you have to do 
is tell people how Jesus is Lord and he welcomes all 
people and his love turns your life around, and eve-
ryone makes a difference and you just have to get 
the news out there so the world knows what we 
have! 

As we move through the autumn, think about your 
story. Then take a risk and share it with someone. 
And then hopefully they’ll tell two friends, and 

they’ll tell two friends, and so on, and so on… until 
suddenly we are a church that is on fire with the 
Holy Spirit and out in the world sharing the Good 
News.  

So here’s your opening… Once upon a time… 

Good luck and go with God’s blessings. 

Your fellow story teller,  

When leaves stop producing chlorophyll, they 
turn vibrant shades of yellow, orange and red. 
This yearly spectacle makes way for the leaves to 
let go and fall. It also serves as a good reminder 
of things we may need to drop: clutter around the 
home, a desire for control, commitments that no 
longer bring joy, personal expectations that cause 
added stress, a need to always be right and so on. 
just as the Israelites had to let go of their past as 
slaves in Egypt and Saul-turned-Paul had to aban-
don his persecuting ways, we, too, can let go of 
what weighs us down and gets in the way of 
God’s best for our lives. Embrace fall as a season 
of change and see just how beautiful it is to let 
things go!     —Janna Firestone 

One way Satan attacks Christians is by reminding us of our sins, both of 
commission (wrongdoing) and omission (neglecting to do right). And one 
way we can fight back is by remembering our baptism. The reformer Mar-
tin Luther recommended pondering that sacrament daily, whenever we 
wash our face, because “in baptism sins are drowned.” 

Getting dressed can serve as another frequent reminder, Luther says, be-
cause baptism is the “daily garment … the Christian is to wear all the 
time.” He writes, “Christ instituted holy baptism … to clothe you with his 
righteousness. It is tantamount to his saying, ‘My righteousness shall be 
your righteousness; my innocence, your innocence. Your sins indeed are 
great, but by baptism I bestow on you my righteousness; I strip death 
from you and clothe you with my life.’” 

Daily Reminders of 

Baptism 

The Medicine Shoppe will be 
holding a flu vaccination clinic 
in the Fellowship Hall on 
Sunday, October 3, after wor-
ship. The flu shot is free for 
those with insurance: please 
bring your insurance card. For 
those not covered by any type 
of insurance, the Medicine 
Shoppe will charge only their 
cost. All are welcome. 

Learn from Leaves 

As you’re enjoying the fall colors and sipping apple 
cider, ponder this saying: “Autumn shows us how 
beautiful it is to let things go.” 
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye! 

Have you heard? After a “brief” 19-month delay 
since her call acceptance here at Grace, Pastor Col-
leen will be celebrated at her installation service, 
scheduled for Sunday October 17, 2021 at 3 PM.  

Please join us at the commemorative and joyous 
time! Bishop Christopher DeForest will preach and 
conduct the installation as Pastor Colleen presides.  

A reception in the Fellowship Hall immediately 
follows the service. 

Masks are required. All are invited and welcomed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Knifty Knitters meet at 1:30, in the Fellowship 
Hall on the first and third Tuesday of each month. 
They provide, not only a great opportunity for so-
cialization, but a ministry of our church.  

Dates to Remember 

October 2—Dedication of John Updike home; 
Pastor Colleen conducting the invocation. 

October 3—World Communion Sunday 

October 10—Harvest Home 

CROP Walk at Gring’s Mill 

October 17—3 PM—Pastor’s Installation  

October 31—Reformation Sunday 

November 2—Election Day. Let your voice be 
heard. 

November 4—7 PM—West Berks Mission Dis-
trict Fall Assembly, in-person or Zoom TBD. The 
agenda will include: approval of the 2022 Budget, 
recognition of WBMD rostered ministers celebrat-
ing significant anniversaries, and the start of a dis-
cernment process regarding the future of our 
WBMD ministries. 

Each congregation should be represented by their 
rostered ministers and two lay leaders. Please plan 
to participate. 

November 14—Craft Fair in the Fellowship Hall 
(Contact Lynn Hammerschmidt for more info or 
to register.) 

 

Please consider joining our team or sponsoring a 
walker for this year’s CROP Walk on October 10th. 
If you would like to donate or join our Grace Lu-
theran team simply go to https://
events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/grace-
lutheran-shillington and click on either the donate 
button or the join the team button. The CROP 
walk will be held at Gring’s Mill and it would be 
fabulous to come together with other churches 
from around West Berks to end hunger one step at 
a time. If you cannot donate online simply bring a 
check to church made out to CWS Crop. For over 
39 years, thousands of walkers have raised 
$1,133,363.67 (yes, over a million dollars!) through 
the Reading-Berks CROP Hunger Walks. Please 
consider joining us on October 10th or donating to 
this amazing cause. If you have any questions 
please see Pastor Colleen.  

https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/grace-lutheran-shillington
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/grace-lutheran-shillington
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/grace-lutheran-shillington
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: Please call the 
church office at 610.777.7885 to ask 
for prayer requests to be put on the 
prayer circle. When your request is 
received, a chain of calls is initiated 
to five groups with 4 or 5 people in 

each group who will be praying for your request. 
That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially good for 
immediate and urgent requests. If you would like to 
be a participant in one of the groups, please notify 
the church office. 

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: 
Contact the church office to add or remove people 
from prayers during worship and in Grace Notes. 

Coffee Hour 

We offer a time of 
fellowship in the 
Fellowship Hall 
every second and 
fourth Sunday fol-
lowing our wor-
ship service. We 
will have refresh-
ments and light 

snacks. One of the things people have missed the 
most over the last 17 months has been the oppor-
tunity to spend time together.  

 

 

Christian 
Symbol:  
Rainbow 

 

The rainbow represents God’s pardon and his 
promises. It also symbolizes his reconciliation to 
faithful Christians. After the Flood, God placed a 
rainbow in the sky as a symbol of his promise to 
never destroy the earth that way again (Genesis 
9:12-16). A rainbow can also represent the throne 
of Christ, as well as his glory and final judgment.  

 

Grace—What a Gift! 

Grace strikes us when we are in great pain and rest-
lessness. It strikes us when we walk through the 
dark valley of a meaningless and empty life. It 
strikes us when our disgust for our own being, our 
indifference, our weakness, our hostility, and our 
lack of direction and composure have become in-
tolerable to us. It strikes us when, year after year, 
the longed-for perfection of life does not appear, 
when the old compulsions reign within us as they 
have for decades, when despair destroys all joy and 
courage. 

Sometimes at that moment a wave of light breaks 
into our darkness, and it is as though a voice were 
saying: “You are accepted.”                 —Paul Tillich 

 

DON’T FORGET!
The Congregational 
Ministries Committee 
is selling Boscov’s 
shopping passes for 
Wednesday, Octo-
ber 20, 2021. The 25%-off coupons are good at all 
Boscov’s locations (in-store only), 8:00AM -
11:00PM. The shopping passes are $5.00 each and 
the entire amount goes directly to Grace. You may 
also register to win a $100.00 gift card by filling out 
the lower portion of the coupon and dropping it at 
the store. Please see the following ladies for cou-
pons: Marcie Bilger, Suzie Harteg, Penny Pinto, 
Melissa Smith, and Jill Bradley. We will also be in 
the narthex after services on select Sundays in Sep-
tember and October. Coupons will be available in 
the church office as well. Our goal is to sell at least 
200 coupons = $1,000.00. If anyone is interested in 
selling a few coupons to help out PLEASE CON-
TACT Suzie Harteg at 610-223-2696. Please tell all 
your family and friends and help us make this 
fundraiser successful. Think early Christmas Shop-
ping!   
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October Sponsorships  

We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, and the Reading Eagle ad, which 
provides information about our worship services 
and Sunday School. In August, we returned to using 
bulletins.  

October 3 — Pentecost 19 

Flowers — Suzie Harteg in honor of Valeri & 
Adrian’s 5th wedding anniversary 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — available 

Bulletins — available 

October 10 — Pentecost 20 

Flowers — In loving memory of Jack Rhein by his 
family, Shirley Rhein, the Young Rheins, the John-
sons, the Lappens, the Chrisingers, Jenna Rhein and 
Sam Johnson3.  

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — available 

Bulletins — available 

October 17 — Pentecost 21 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — available 

Bulletins — available 

October 24 — Pentecost 22 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — available 

Bulletins—available 

October 31—Reformation Sunday 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — available 

Bulletins—available 

 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10) and the Bulletin 

($25) are available as aforementioned and 

throughout the rest of the year. We accept multi-

ple sponsors for any item and any date. Please call 

the office or email Karen, or complete the form in 

the narthex to sponsor any available date for these 

four items. 

“I play the notes as they are written, but it is God who makes the 
music.”             —J.S. Bach 

 New VANCO App 

At the end of September, the old VANCO app 
was discontinued, and VANCO Mobile was acti-
vated. It is available in the App Store.  
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God’s Work. Our Hands. 

A huge shout of THANK YOU for all the items that 
were brought to the church during the summer 
months that made our “God’s work. Our hands.” 
project on September 12th a huge success. We made 
over 30 personal hygiene bags and more than 30 bags 
of paper products which were given to our food pan-
try families at the end of September. Thank you to all 
those who stayed after worship to help assemble the 
bags. What a great afternoon of using our hands to 
do God’s work. Thank you, thank you!  

Safety Measures for Indoor Worship in the Sanctuary 

Air - To keep everyone as safe as possible, we will continue to run the fans and open win-
dows in the Sanctuary during worship every Sunday. It is imperative, that in places with 
poor air circulation, fresh air moves constantly. As we move into the colder weather, we 
suggest everyone dress accordingly. If it becomes too cold or unbearable, we will have to 
move the worship back to Fellowship Hall, but we are trying to do what we can to be safe 
and stay in the Sanctuary. 

Masks - Indoor worship in the Sanctuary begins at 9:30 AM. We follow the latest Synod 
and CDC guidelines. Currently, the Delta variant has reached a high level in Berks County; 
we are concerned for the health of our more vulnerable members, i.e. children and the un-
vaccinated, and are requiring all to wear masks during worship in the Sanctuary. 
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Tailgate Party with the Timeline 

Following the September 19 worship service, the congregation exited the sanctuary singing “We Are 
Marching in the Light” and followed the ushers down the stairs to the Fellowship Hall where they en-
joyed popcorn and other snacks and soft drinks. There everyone had an opportunity to read the many ex-
periences, good and bad, shared by others during the isolation period of the pandemic. (Look for more 
information in the November newsletter.) The photos on this page were taken at the tailgate party. 

Worship Arts Ministry 

Do you like to craft?  Do you like to be creative?  Do you like to collect ideas on Pinterest? If you an-
swered "Yes" to any of these questions, or would just like to be part of a new ministry at Grace, we need 
your help! Please join the new Worship Arts Ministry!  Kelley Gallen and Melissa Smith have been busy, 
along with guidance from Deb and Tim, and would love some new people on our team. If you are inter-
ested, or have any questions, please see either Kelley or Melissa, or let Karen know in the office. We look 
forward to putting some artistic expression into our services! 
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Our upcoming host week for Family Promise is November 1 - 7. At this time, there are 3 families (4 
adults and 6 children) in the program*. We are again seeking donations to cover the cost of groceries and 
personal items. Please drop off any donations by Thursday, October 28th at the church office. I am also 
looking for someone willing to prepare and deliver a meal for the families one night during our host 
week. If you are interested, please call Suzie Harteg at 610-223-2696 or email: saharteg@gmail.com 

Donation suggestions: 

Grocery gift cards:  Redner’s and Weis are best because these stores are close to where the families are 
housed and they may not have transportation.   

There is also a need for winter clothing/coats/boots/hats/gloves. If you wish to contribute, WalMart or 
Target cards are helpful.   

Toilet paper Paper towels Laundry detergent 

Dish soap House cleaning supplies Window cleaner solution  

Disinfectants  Diapers, size 5 Diaper wipes  

*Please note that these numbers can and will change every 90 days or so.  I will update the number of 
people and families closer to our host week. 

As always, thank you for your generosity!  

Peace,  Suzie Harteg 

For the latest news on our collective impact follow us on social media at:         
https://www.facebook.com/familypromiseberks/         

https://twitter.com/FPBerks         

https://www.instagram.com/familypromiseberks/         

        Contact Staff at: https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/contact-us/         

Host Week Coming 

in November 

Harvest 

Home—

October 10 

Typically on 
Harvest Home 
Sunday, we col-

lect canned goods for the Grace Food Pantry. This 
year, because we are getting everything we need 
through Helping Harvest, we are asking everyone 
to contribute to our drive for the Governor Mifflin 
Power Packs. 

Power Packs are distributed to students at the start 
of long weekends/holiday breaks to provide them 

some extra nourishment. Power Packs will be pro-
vided to the GM Middle, Brecknock Elementary 
and Cumru Elementary Schools. Grace was asked 
to provide fruit snacks, small applesauce and fruit 
cups, and breakfast items like small cereal boxes, 
pop-tarts, and breakfast bars suitable for individual 
distribution. Though the school started assembling 
the Power Packs during the last week of Septem-
ber, we will continue to collect items through Har-
vest Home for this program. Please help us gather 
these items and drop them off when arriving for 
worship or at the church office.  

Thank you for your help with this ministry. What a 
great opportunity to assist the youth in our com-
munity.  

Power Packs 

mailto:saharteg@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/familypromiseberks/
https://twitter.com/FPBerks
https://www.instagram.com/familypromiseberks/
https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/contact-us/
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Appreciating Your Pastor 

Many people have complex relationships with their 
pastors because faith, church and God involve a 
mix of emotions. We have particular ideas about 
church practices, congregational priorities, the 
minister’s use of time, money, authority and more. 

But most pastors are deeply devoted to Christ and 
believe that God has called them to serve in a cer-
tain place. They have the best of intentions and 
work hard to share the good news of the gospel. 

So in honor of Pastor Appreciation Month in Oc-
tober, consider the following: 

God doesn't call the qualified; he qualifies the 
called. Your pastor may need time to learn and 
develop certain skills. (Everyone does!) Bless pas-
tors with your patience. 

We don't change the message; the message 
changes us. You probably won’t like all your pas-
tor’s sermons or newsletter columns. But instead 
of complaining, ponder that something may rub 
you the wrong way because God is trying to 
change you. Keep an open mind and heart. 

If a church wants a “better” pastor, it just 
needs to pray for the one it has. Pray often and 
caringly for your pastors, church leaders and their 
families. The role is challenging, so support them 
spiritually and ask God to reveal his love and grace 
to these special servants. 

—article from NewsletterNewsletter.com 

“ 

“ 

Sharing Talents—a Blessing from God 

Some people are terrific at organizing; others excellent with their hands; still others are awesome with hos-
pitality or are musically gifted. So how do we share these many gifts provided to us? Grace encourages 
everyone to inventory their talents and offer them to our Lord through service here at Grace and our 
community.  

The Property Committee would be grateful for additional hands to team up and complete projects on the 
facility. The Director of Music would be delighted to enlist additional musicians, either as vocalists or in-
strumentalists, especially if there are people willing to learn how to play bells! Have you considered volun-
teering as one of the many worship assistants (lectors, ushers, acolytes (all ages), altar guild and/or greet-
ers)? The other committees are also seeking others to join with them in organizing events and reaching 
out to those in our community and beyond. Where can your talents be used? Prayerfully consider and let 
us know. 

 

 

        Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don’t 

have to have a college degree to serve. You don’t have to make your 

subject and your verb agree to serve. You don’t have to know the sec-

ond theory of thermodynamics in physics to serve. You only need a 

heart full of grace. A soul generated by love.                   

— Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
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Please provide the names of loved ones who have 
died since All Saints Day last year, which was No-
vember 1, 2020, and we will lift them up in our 
prayers on All Saints Day this year, November 7, 
2021. We have the names of our members who 
passed over the last year as well as the names of 
those whose funerals for which our pastors officiated. 

In addition to remembering those who has passed 
over the last year, we will also create a PowerPoint 
display for that Sunday to remember all you  loved 
ones who have died and were important to you. 
Please email a picture to the church office no later 
than November 1. If you do not have access to 
technology you are encourage to bring a photo of 
your loved one to the office for us to scan and re-
turn to you immediately. Please remember to identi-
fy the person in the photograph and their relation-
ship to you. (e.g.—J. Robert Rickenbach, Jr., 1922-
2016, husband to Betty Rickenbach and father to 
Janice Maulick, Karen Nein, Loren Eisenhofer and 
Marcie Bilger). Deadline to submit photographs is 
by end of day, November 1.  

Thank you in advance for your help with this time 
of remembrance. 

Bruce Naugle unexpectedly passed away in mid-
September. He will be remembered in a private 
ceremony. The entire Naugle family appreciates 
all the prayers and condolences from the every-
one in their Grace family. 
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Reformation Sunday: October 31 

Remember to wear red and join us for-
worship in the sanctuary at 9:30 AM 
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