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Dear Church, 

September 25 will mark the 15th anniversary of my 
ordination into Word and Sacrament Ministry. In 
reflecting over these past fifteen years of ministry 
I thought it would be interesting to put together a 
list of some of the things I’ve learned in 15 years 
of ministry. Sometimes I want to call these, “The 
things they never taught me in Seminary,” but I 
realized that is unfair to the Seminary. No institu-
tion could ever have taught me everything I would 
need because the ground we stand upon is con-
stantly shifting. Our church, our faith, our society 
are all changing at such an unprecedented pace 
that if I’ve learned anything it is to make sure I am 
anchored by the love of God first and foremost. 
But here’s a few things I’ve learned along the way: 

The church is not a building; the church is the 

people 

Over the years what has become clear to me, 
and this time of Pandemic has solidified, is that 
it is the people who are the church. When we 
gather and offer food from our food pantry, we 
are church. When we hold the hand of one 
who is grieving, we are church. When we make 
pajamas and slippers as part of the Nifty Knit-
ters and send them to Appalachia, we are 
church. When we call someone who is in the 
hospital, we are church. When we deliver food 
with Meals-On-Wheels, we are church. When 

we send a note to someone to tell them we’re 
thinking about them, we are church. The build-
ing is the place we come together to worship 
and praise and be fed by word and sacrament, 
but it is the people who are in the world, shar-
ing the love of God, who are church.  

The youth are not the future of the church; 

they are the present 

I learned very early in my ministry that to see 
the youth that participate in the life of a con-
gregation as the future of the church is to dis-
miss the impact the youth have and are having 
on the present of our church. Our youth teach 
us today that God is alive and active in our 
communities. Our youth lead the way in evan-
gelism by inviting their friends to youth events 
and to church. Our youth model mission when 
they participate in hunger walks or relay for life 
events. Our youth model stewardship when 
they spend a year raising money to send them-
selves to a National Youth gathering. Our 
youth model care and compassion when they 
reach out to a friend who is in the hospital. 
Our youth are our present and they are truly a 
gift to us all.  

If you feed them, they will come… to anything 

Over 15 years of ministry I have learned that if 
you want people to attend an event, a meeting, 
a retreat, a mid-week worship, an advent or 
Lenten activity, a bible study…. provide food. 
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Potlucks are holy places. There is always more 
than enough, there is always abundance, all are 
welcome and fed, and God is most certainly pre-
sent. Not being able to gather together over a 
meal has been one of the greatest losses I feel 
right now during this time of Pandemic. Our 
zoom meetings and get-togethers have been 
wonderful to “see” one another, but a cup of 
coffee and a cookie would just make the meeting 
that much sweeter!  

Pastoral care can be done in 140 characters or 

less 

One of the more dramatic things I’ve seen hap-
pen over these 15 years is how social media has 
expanded the way Pastoral Care can be done. I 
have had amazing, God-filled conversations with 
people through emails and texts. I have offered 
prayers by text messages and twitter feeds. I have 
shared scripture through Facebook and I have 
extended compassion and joy through text mes-
sages, emails, and most recently our Facebook 
daily blogs. Because of social media we have 
been able to provide a digital church experience 
throughout this Pandemic and it has been a way 
to truly throw open the doors of our traditional 
church and embrace our community in ways we 
never imagined before. It is an exciting and crea-
tive time to be a member of the Body of Christ.  

6 + 3=9 but so does 5 + 4 

The way we do things is not always the only way 
to do them. I have learned that respecting how 
people do things is important but respecting oth-
er people’s ways of thinking and doing things 
can have equal value. Change is hard and all 
change is processed as loss. But sometimes 
change is necessary and sometimes change helps 
us put our hopes on the future and not just on 
the past. Loving and praying with people as 
change occurs is essential. And change that hap-
pens too quickly or for the wrong reasons will 
make people angry. And apologies are always 
welcome and grace abounds.  

Speaking of Grace… Grace is for all and is every-

where and is often surprising 

This has been one of the sweetest things I’ve 
learned in fifteen years of ministry. God’s grace 

is abundant…and overwhelming…and free, and 
is everywhere. Grace is something that God 
gives to us and it is one of those things that we 
can share and never run out of. God’s grace is 
limitless! And here in Shillington, well, we are 
full of Grace!! 

God is on the loose! 

God is everywhere, and exciting things are hap-
pening all over if we just have eyes to see. In my 
first call, I saw God in the community that came 
together whenever the Delaware flooded the 
town of Yardley. Strangers banded together to 
clean out the mud and muck that collected in our 
neighbors’ basements and homes. Then in my 
second call in Hawley, God was most certainly 
on the loose in events like the Church Has Left 
the Building, the Crop Walk, the Relay for life, 
and the Rotary food drives. Here at Grace it is 
clear that God is on the loose through the Berks 
Encore Center and Olivet Boys and Girls clubs 
that use our building. God is on the loose 
through our food pantry, meals-on-wheels, the 
Nifty Knitters group, and the pastoral care team. 
God is on the loose all around us every day and 
all we have to do is stop and notice and partici-
pate in all the opportunities that surround us to 
serve our neighbors.  

Keep your sense of humor 

If you can laugh, if you can make someone smile, 
if you can find the humor in a situation then you 
have glimpsed the Holy Spirit at work. More 
than ever it feels imperative that we must find 
ways to laugh. If we can’t have Bill Scheirer shar-
ing a pun or joke with us on a Sunday morning, 
than we sure better find another way to crack a 
smile these days. Laughter builds relationships. 
Sharing a joke lightens the mood. Finding a way 
to share joy is just another way we share our 
faith with others. In fifteen years of ministry, if I 
learned anything, I’ve learned that every time we 
are able to meet someone with a smile, a light 
moment, or a joke we are sharing the love of 
God. And right now it feels more important than 
ever. 

God always brings life out of death! Always!  

One of my favorite scripture verses is Jeremiah 
29:11 which says: For surely I know the plans I have 

Continued on next page 
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Thank You for Your Continued Support 

We are thankful for your continued support of contributions of 
cash, check, or through VANCO. 

Blessings to you! 

The "Knifty Knitters," consist-
ing of knitters and crocheters, 
will meet on Tuesdays, Octo-
ber 6 and 20, at 2PM. If the weather is nice, they will meet in 
the courtyard of the church. Please bring your own mask, 
chair (for the outdoor meeting) and refreshments.  

The Knifty Knitters also sew as needed, and would gladly welcome new 
members.  

Looking forward to seeing you there. Questions? contact Penny Pinto, 
610.777.4383. 

for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for 
harm, to give you a future with hope. It is this wonder-
ful reminder that we have a God of Resurrec-
tion. We have a God of new life. We have a God 
who plans for our hope-filled futures. We have a 
God who never leaves us alone. We have a God 
who says through the saving death and resurrec-
tion of Jesus that death has no power and with 
God we have eternal life. This is the number one 
thing I’ve learned over and over again and held 
on tightly to for fifteen years. It is the number 
one thing I’ve seen, experienced, and cherished. 
And as we continue to make our way through 
this time of Pandemic I can think of nothing 
greater in ministry to share with people. God al-
ways brings life out of death! Always!  

Thank you, people of Grace, for walking with me 
into this fifteenth year of ministry. It is an honor 
and a joy to learn with you, do ministry with you, 
and share faith with you. Thank you for inviting me 
to join with you to share Christ with the world. 

Here’s to the beginning of the next 15 years. Hang 
on…. I think it’s going to be quite a ride!!!  

Thank you and God bless you all!!  

Your faithful servant,  
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Newsletter Contributors Wanted 

Please share with us news articles, funny stories or updates about you or family members for the newslet-
ter. Everyone wants to know how you are doing! 

 

Contest Update 

Last month we asked for suggestions to rename the newsletter from Gra-Lu News. Below are some of the 
suggestions. Now it is your turn to let us know which one you like best! Next month, look for the winner 
on the front page! 

Grace News & Views Grace Community Words of Grace 

Highlights of Grace Notes of Grace Grace to You 

Grace Messenger Gracefully Yours Full of Grace; Words of Love 

Treasures of Grace Grace Tidings  

Subhead: News for family and friends of Grace 

Note: “Grace Notes” was suggested by several people, but that is the name of our “Bulletin” insert, so if 
that would be the winner, we would have to rename the bulletin insert.  

Bible Study with Pastor Colleen 

“Dare to be the Church ”  

Pastor Colleen started a new Zoom Bible study in mid-September with those who had been attending the 
first Bible study. This Bible study, “Dare to be the Church,” runs Tuesday evenings from 7 to 8 PM and 
uses scripture to investigate ways we can discuss being the church today, focusing on dreams, setting peo-
ple free to serve, surprises, and hope. If you are interested in joining this Bible study group, please contact 
Pastor Colleen at pastor@graceshillington.org for the zoom invitation. This study is expected to last 
about six weeks with a new Advent Bible Study to commence later. 

All are Welcome! 

Christian Symbol: The Plow 

This farming implement is mentioned frequently in the Bible, often in verses about the harvest. Plowing 
symbolizes preparing the heart to receive God’s truth, or the “seed” of God’s word. The plow also repre-
sents commitment; Jesus says, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in 
the kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62, NIV). The prophet Elisha burns his plow to show his commitment to 
answer God’s call (see 1 Kings 19:21)  

mailto:pastor@graceshillington.org
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October Sponsorships 

Until it is safe to worship in the building and use 
handouts, we do not need bulletin sponsors. At this 
point, we need eternal flame and Eagle Ad spon-
sors. We appreciate your financial support in these 
matters. 

October 4 

Flowers — Gary and Jan Yost , celebrating their 
40th wedding anniversary 

Eagle Ad — Bill and Anne Scheirer celebrating 
Scott’s 43rd birthday 

October 25 

Flowers — Suzie Harteg,  celebrating the birthday 
of her daughter-in-law, Gretchyn 

Sponsorships for the Eternal Flame ($10) are availa-
ble for all weeks in October. 

Sponsorships for the Reading Eagle ad ($20) are 
also available for the last three weeks of October. 

We have had good response to the flowers on the 
altar for the recorded services, and  Altar Guild vol-
unteers have agreed to deliver them to our home-
bound members. Sponsorships for flowers are avail-
able for $40 per Sunday 

Hello Friends! Would you help a neighbor in need? Consider volunteering for SpiriTrust Lutheran™ 
Home Care & Hospice. Make friendly visits or supportive phone calls to our hospice clients. Still serving 
our clients for over 20 years in Berks, Lehigh, Northampton and Schuylkill Counties. For more infor-
mation please call Cathy Sweeney, Volunteer Coordinator at 570-599-5390.  

Outdoor Worship in October 

Harvest Home, October 11 

We would like to collect canned, boxed  and pouched goods for the food bank. We are asking for a 

variety of food products: meats, soups, vegetables, instant mashed potatoes, etc. No glass, please. 

Please bring your donations to the church service on October 11th or to the office by October 20. 

Thank you for your generosity.  

Reformation Sunday, October 25 

The plan is to confirm Alex Scheirer and Rowan Bosold during the outdoor service—weather per-

mitting, of course! Don’t forget to wear red—masks, hats, coats, gloves might be the only red we 

can see if it’s chilly! 
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We last “hosted“ two families back in May.  We did not house the families due to COVID but we did 
supply meals every day and any supplies they may have needed. Since that time, the two families moved 
out of the day center located at 325 N. 5th St. Reading and into their own homes. After they moved out, 
renovations were started at the day center. This is where the families normally spend their daytime 
hours. The day center is what they use as a connection point for many things. It is where they receive 
mail, shower, cook and travel from to look for work and for a new home. 

The following information is from our Director, Elise Chesson, regarding the ongoing services FPBC 
offers: 

Although the shelter portion of our Hospitality Network program is not currently accepting new fam-
ilies, we are still actively working with households new and old through our Hospitality Network and 
other programs. Donna McGrath works with families to achieve stability, work on household budg-
ets, employment & housing search, applications and more. We also provide food donations to fami-
lies and youth on Tuesdays & Thursdays from 12-3. 

After receiving feedback from many congregations, we are exploring new ways to move forward with 
an apartment shelter model other Family Promise affiliates have been successful with. We encour-
age you all to reach out if you know of landlords or properties with available units that would help us 
make this a reality for Berks County. There is still a great need for transitional space while families 
work on moving into permanent housing and a huge shortage of available, affordable units means 
that even with available funding the wait for an available apartment can be long.  

In addition, I am happy to report that the Berks County Redevelopment Authority has awarded Fam-
ily Promise of Berks with $300,000 in prevention and rapid rehousing dollars for eligible county resi-
dents through the Emergency Solutions Grant. This may be the biggest grant we've received to date 
and will allow us to assist many of our neighbors facing housing insecurity. Many of the households 
that initially come to us for shelter are diverted from shelter to permanent housing and receive wrap 
around services from one of our 3 programs based on household composition. 

Learn more about our other programs here: https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/our-programs/ 

If you know someone in need of rental assistance please have them reach out to us or fill out an ap-
plication at https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/rent-utilities/ City residents should direct their 
requests to the Human Relations Commission at https://www.readingpa.gov/content/rental-
assistance-application 

We are also looking for board members with lived experience who would increase our board's diversi-
ty. If you know someone interested in serving in this capacity, please have them reach out to me or 
fill out an application online at https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/how-to-help/ We will be 
holding a coffee & conversation virtual recruit mid-September. Look for a flyer to come. 

Annie Herman, the U-Turn Teen case manager is looking for someone who would be willing to tutor a 
17-year old Reading High student in math (geometry) and science (earth, space and biology).  If you are 
interested please call her at 610-373-3323 ext. 22. 

Lastly, the day center needs some supplies for the homeless teens: bus passes, which may be purchased 
at bartabus.com, water bottles, juice boxes, microwave soup, microwave mac n cheese, granola bars, 
crackers, snack packs, individual cereal boxes. You may deliver your donations to the church office and I 
will see that they get to the day center. 

I hope you are well and healthy! 

Your friend in Christ, 

Suzie Harteg, 610-223-2696, saharteg@gmail.com 

https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/our-programs/
https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/rent-utilities/
https://www.readingpa.gov/content/rental-assistance-application
https://www.readingpa.gov/content/rental-assistance-application
https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/how-to-help/
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Why Aren’t We Meeting Inside When Others Are? 

I appreciate so much that we have members of this congregation that are mourning so deeply the loss of 
being able to consistently worship together in person. It speaks volumes to the love that is found in this 
community of faith. I also know there are some other churches gathering together indoors and that 
makes our own loss feel greater. The leadership here at Grace feels this loss alongside you. We would all 
like nothing better than to meet in person which is why 
we have been offering opportunities to meet together 
for worship outdoors where it is a little safer. We are 
offering two opportunities in October weather permit-
ting. It is not a perfect solution but it is something.  

As the virus continues to be a threat, especially as the 
weather gets colder and we move into flu season, we are 
continuing to be as careful and cautious as possible. We 
are following the guidelines of our Synod, the CDC, the 
state government, and the safety of our own congrega-
tion as we continue to make decisions. We are constant-
ly evaluating and re-evaluating what is possible and 
what is the safest for the most vulnerable in our com-
munity. I am in close contact with other ministers in 
our area and we are in agreement that it is not safe at 
present for congregations of our size to be worshipping 
or gathering inside our buildings..  

We are hopeful that people who are able will take ad-
vantage of our online worship and our outdoor oppor-
tunities and perhaps find ways to participate in some of 
our ministries that are continuing to be offered; such as, assist with the monthly distribution of food for 
our food pantry, participate in online weekly Bible Study, and serving together through a variety of com-
mittees. We will continue to develop creative and interactional opportunities for worship, fellowship, and 
service. I welcome all ideas you may have for being church outside the building. 

I am aware that the greatest fear people have is that by not returning to the building we will watch mem-
bers of Grace seek out other places that are risking indoor worship at this time. However, I understand 
this and if folks feel that indoor worship is the one thing that they need to feel fully fed and they are will-
ing to take the risk, then I pray that they find some solace in that option. Everything at this point is tem-
porary and my prayer is that those who make that decision to worship elsewhere will return to Grace 
when this time of pandemic precautions is over. Returning to indoor worship just because we are afraid 
we will lose people to other churches is not worth the clear and present danger that returning to indoor 
worship presents at this time. I would rather temporarily lose someone to a different church then lose 
them, or anyone they may come in contact with, to a COVID death because we returned indoors prema-
turely.  

The Council and I are working to make informed decisions about how to safely worship together and we 
pray that you will be patient as we develop a plan. Although there is no established timeline for when we 
will return to in-house worship, the Executive Committee and I are interested in your input. Please reply 
to the following questions by calling the office, sending an email to knein@graceshillington.org, or clip-
ping out the questions and mailing them to the church office.   

Continued on page 8 

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org
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Martin Luther and the Reformation 

October 25 is Reformation Sunday. In preparing for this particu-
larly important Sunday for us Lutherans, we would like to share 
some information about our namesake  as well as some particular-
ly interesting quotes from him. 

Famous As: Father of Protestantism and Church Reformer 

Born: November 10, 1483 in Eiselben, Germany 

Died: February 18, 1546  

The following was taken from “thefamouspeople” website. 

Martin Luther was a composer, professor of theology, monk and 
a priest of German descent. He was a central figure in Protestant 
Reformation and perhaps the most well-known revolutionary of the 14th century. He severely criticized 
the Roman Catholic Church because he sincerely believed that it was the Bible and not the Church that 
should determine the legitimacy and interpretation of the Lord's Word. To make holy teachings more ac-
cessible to the German public, he translated the book into German language. Having completed his stud-
ies from the Efurt University, Luther followed Aristotle's philosophy and theology concepts. Being fed up 
with materialism, he switched to spiritualism and reflected on his personal failures, sins and weak points. 
This gave him the strength to emerge as a spiritual leader. Luther strongly believed that money cannot 
purchase freedom from God's punishment for our sins. With repentance, one can earn salvation. He pro-
posed high-quality academic discussions in this regard and published Ninety-five Theses to bring a drastic 
change to traditional ideologies. Despite the Emperor condemning him as an outlaw and the Pope asking 
him to renounce all his writings, Luther protested against religious extremists that brought him in positive 
light. Nevertheless, in the last few years of his life, his antagonistic views against Jews made him a contro-
versial character in history. Martin Luther has been one of the most influential people and quoted exten-
sively. Luther's writings and influence on the church are still important today and quoted quite extensive-
ly. We have scanned his work, speeches and writings to get some of his most popular quotes and sayings. 
Presenting a collection of Martin Luther quotes that are still relevant today.  

 

1) Would you be interested in and feel comfortable attending an in-house worship service if the following 
conditions were in place: significantly limit the number of people that can attend, wear a mask that covers 
nose and mouth, have temperature taken upon admission, affirm that you have not been exposed to 
someone with the virus, practice safe distancing, and watch the service of limited duration with no re-
sponsive prayers or singing, and with modified distribution of Communion?  Yes or No 

2) Would you be more comfortable meeting in a space other than the Sanctuary, for example, the Fellow-
ship Hall for the service? Yes or No 

3) Would you be willing to come back to in-house worship only when a vaccine or related treatment is 
available?  Yes or No  

4) Are there other considerations that would make you comfortable to return to in-house worship ser-
vice?  ____________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

 

Thank you for your attention and God Bless you All.  

Pastor Colleen Cox and the Executive Committee of Church Council 

https://www.thefamouspeople.com/november-10th.php
https://www.thefamouspeople.com/died-february-18th.php
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Luther Quotes (more than enough for one quote a day by which to ponder): 

Even if I knew that tomorrow the world would go to pieces, I would still plant my apple tree.  

We are saved by faith alone, but the faith that saves is never alone.  

If you want to change the world, pick up your pen and write.  

I have so much to do that I shall spend the first three hours in prayer.  

The dog is the most faithful of animals and would be much esteemed were it not so common. Our Lord God has 
made His greatest gifts the commonest.  

Everything that is done in this world is done by hope.  

True humility does not know that it is humble. If it did, it would be proud from the contemplation of so fine a vir-
tue.  

You have as much laughter as you have faith.  

Be a sinner and sin boldly, but believe and rejoice in Christ even more boldly.  

Beer is made by men, wine by God.  

There never yet have been, nor are there now, too many good books.  

God writes the gospel not in the Bible alone, but on trees and flowers and clouds and stars.  

Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proved.  

You are not only responsible for what you say, but also for what you do not say. 

I have held many things in my hands, and I have lost them all; but whatever I have placed in God's hands, that I 
still possess.  

There are two days in my calendar: This day and that Day.  

Whoever drinks beer, he is quick to sleep; whoever sleeps long, does not sin; whoever does not sin, enters Heaven! 
Thus, let us drink beer!  

The Christian shoemaker does his duty not by putting little crosses on the shoes, but by making good shoes, be-
cause God is interested in good craftsmanship.  

All who call on God in true faith, earnestly from the heart, will certainly be heard, and will receive what they have 
asked and desired.  

A unjust law, is no law at all.  

All the cunning of the devil is exercised in trying to tear us away from the word.  

I know not the way God leads me, but well do I know my Guide.  

Peace if possible. Truth at all costs.  

Here I stand; I can do no other.  

They are trying to make me into a fixed star. I am an irregular planet.  

There is no more lovely, friendly and charming relationship, communion, or company than a good marriage.  

Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest treasure in the world.  

The fewer the words, the better the prayer.  

God does not need your good works, but your neighbor does.  

No great saint lived without errors.  

Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of language combined with the gift of song 
was given to man that he should proclaim the Word of God through Music.  

A Christian is a perfectly free lord of all, subject to none. A Christian is a perfectly dutiful servant of all, subject of 
all, subject to all.  

Pray, and let God worry.  

The best way to drive out the devil, if he will not yield to texts of Scripture, is to jeer and flout him, for he cannot 
bear scorn.  

It is better to think of church in the ale-house than to think of the ale-house in church.  

Every man must do two things alone; he must do his own believing and his own dying. 

I've got so much work to do today, I'd better spend two hours in prayer instead of one.  

He who loves not wine, women and song remains a fool his whole life long.  
Continued on page 11 
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Sermon by Phone 
For anyone without internet access, Pastor Colleen’s Sunday sermons are now available 
by phone!  Just dial 610.463.0094 any time during the week and you’ll hear the sermon 
delivered by Pastor Colleen from the preceding Sunday. 

 

Highlights from the September 16 Meeting 

Worship Opportunities 

 Outdoor in-person worship services will continue on a bi-
weekly basis. Services are planned for September 27, October 
11 and October 25. These outdoor services will be held at 9:30 
am ….weather permitting.  

Digital Worship opportunities continue with daily messages from Pastor Colleen and weekly worship ser-
vices all posted for access through our Grace website and on our Facebook page.  

COVID-19 Mitigation Plans  

The Executive Committee presented to council for review a draft of the policies and procedures docu-
ments being developed for a safe return to in-church worship as well as policies for facility usage by out-
side groups (Berks Encore, Boy Scouts, Olivet Club, etc.) during pandemic times.   

Council continues to follow the guidance of the Synod and Berks Mission District as well as the CDC and 
state of PA guidelines as we work toward an eventual reopening of our church for indoor worship. We 
will also continue to work to develop creative and meaningful opportunities for “gathering” as a church in 
ways that are safe for our congregation during the pandemic.  

Finance Committee Update 

Janis Eppley, Ruth O’Leary and Marcie Bilger will join Gary Yost as members of the  finance committee 
which will continue to function in stewarding the budget process  and management of finances. 

Synod Assembly 

Lynne Hammerschmidt and Melissa Smith will represent Grace as delegates to the Northeastern PA Syn-
od Assembly which will be held virtually in October. This will be a very  exciting meeting as a new bishop 
will be elected.               

All Saints Day—November 1 

Anyone who has lost a relative or friend this year is asked to send th0se 

names, by phone, email or snail mail, to the office by Wednesday, October 

21 so we can incorporate them into the service on November 1. 
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: You may call the church office at 610.777.7885 and ask for your prayer 
request to be put on the prayer phone chain, also known as the prayer circle. When your 
request is received, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in each 
group who will all be praying for your request. That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially 

good for immediate and urgent requests. If you would like to be a participant in one of the groups or have 
a request after church hours, please notify the church office. 

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: As with the prayer circle, contact the church with prayer 
requests and to remove people from the prayer list during worship and in Grace Notes. 

Please confirm: prayer circle and/or prayer list for worship/Grace Notes. 

We Love… 

Building Safer & More Welcoming Congregations for LGBTQ+ 

Youth and Families 

We Love… is open to pastors, deacons, council members, congrega-
tion members, church unaffiliated, Sunday School teachers and learn-
ers, gay, straight, bi, trans, +, young, old, you, and everyone. 

This event is an on-line seminar for a recommended donation be-
tween $0 and $20.   

Registration is open for the online We Love… event, and we hope you will join us! The event opens via 
Zoom at 8:30 AM, and runs from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday, October 17. They will offer workshops 
for congregational leaders to learn how to help their congregations be more welcoming to LGBTQIA+ 
individuals & families. The event itself is donation only. All donations will be split between Bradbury-
Sullivan LGBT Community Center, LGBT Center of Greater Reading, and Queer NEPA. To register and 
read more about the presentations, learn about the presenters, and access tons of curated pre-event re-
sources, go to https://www.eventbrite.com and search for We Love. 

Continued from page 9 

The sin underneath all our sins is to trust the lie of the serpent that we cannot trust the love and grace of Christ 
and must take matters into our own hands . 

To be convinced in our hearts that we have forgiveness of sins and peace with God by grace alone is the hardest 
thing.  

As long as we live there is never enough singing. 

The gospel cannot be truly preached without offense and tumult.  

Many pass for saints on earth whose souls are in hell.  

Faith must trample under foot all reason, sense, and understanding.  

Be thou comforted, little dog; thou too in Resurrection shall have a little golden tail.  

Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that is really your God, your functional savior.  

The truth of the matter is rather as Christ says, "He who is not with me is against me." ... He does not say 
"He who is not with me is not against me either, but merely neutral.  

This is the most dangerous trial of all, when there is no trial and every thing goes well; for then a man is 
tempted to forget God, to become too bold and to misuse times of prosperity.  

The soul can do without everything except the word of God, without which none at all of its wants are 
provided for.  

Here I stand, I can do no other, God help me. Amen!  
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For you 

to color 

A Planting Parable 

Jesus had to explain his Parable of the Sower to the confused 
disciples. 

Directions: Use the word bank to answer the clues. Then fill in the correct 

words below to complete Matthew 13:23, NIV. 

WORD BANK: sow, soil, wither, root, thorn, crop, seed, 

farmer 

1. Plant part that absorbs water.......................  ________________  

2. Contains what’s need to grow a plant .........  ________________  

3. To plant ........................................................  ________________  

4. Sharp part of a plant ....................................  ________________  

5. What is harvested ........................................  ________________  

6. To dry up and shrivel ...................................  ________________  

7. Person who plants .......................................  ________________  

8. What a plant grows in  .................................  ________________  

“But the ____________ falling on good _____________refers to  
                               2                                                                                               8 

someone who hears the word and understands it. This is the one who  
                                                                                                                              

produces a ___________, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty times  
                                   5                                                                                                      

what was _______________n.” 
                                  3                                                                                                      

Matthew 13:23, NIV 

Answer: root, seed, sow, thorn, crop, wither, farmer, soil, seed, soil, crop, sow 



13 

 

 

 

 

The trees shall clap their hands; the dry lands gush with springs; 

The hills and mountains shall break forth in singing! 

We shall go out in joy, and be led forth in peace, 

as all the world in wonder echoes shalom. 

 

 

 

 

“He who sings, prays twice.” It’s a quote many of us know that is attributed to St Augustine. While schol-
ars agree that the reference to the 4th century theologian is incorrect, there is a sense of truth in the 
words. As we look at the collection of hymns in our Evangelical Lutheran Worship book, we are given a 
glimpse of what we pray and who we are, not just as a congregation, but as a denomination as well. 

Brevard College professor of philosophy and religion and hymn writer, Mary Louise Bringle*, likens the 
hymnal to a family album for the people of God, a collection of particular memories to cherish and lega-
cies to preserve that informs who we were, who we are, and who we strive to become. Each story and 
each prayer we sing is for and about us, and hearkens to our forbearers as well. 

What are your prayers? What is Grace’s Story? 

On Sunday, October 4 at 7:00 pm, you are invited to add your ‘photos” to the Grace Family Album in a 
virtual hymn sing. Join Deb and me via ZOOM and pray twice! If you plan to take part, please send Deb 
an email (djenks@graceshillington.org) so she can send you the necessary information. Come join togeth-
er to give glory to the One who created and sustains us! 

 

*ELW No. 726, Light Dawns on a Weary World 

No. 792, When Memory Fades 

No. 794, Calm to the Waves 
 

Blessings, 

Tim 

mailto:djenks@graceshillington.org


14 

 

 

Friends Helping Friends 

Help Grace raise free money at  

FRIENDS HELPING FRIENDS, Boscov’s annual 
fundraising event for non-profit organizations. 

Please join us in supporting Grace Church by shop-
ping at Boscov’s or making purchases online at:  
boscovs.com 

October 14 & 15, 2020 from 9:00AM TO 9:00PM. 

Due to health safety concerns the format has changed a 
bit this year. There are no tickets or coupons to buy.  
All you have to do is mention Grace Evangelical Lu-
theran Church/Shillington at check out, in person or 
online.  Grace Church will get 5% of your total pur-
chase price! 

New Email System Coming 

Soon, around the seventh of October, you will see 
emails coming to you with color, photos, links and oth-
er capabilities. At the bottom of the emails you may see 
“Constant Contact.” Staff and Council are excited 
about this change and we hope you will be, too! Please 
note that occasionally some email providers block new 
email systems so if you notice that you are no longer 
receiving emails from the church, you may have to con-
tact your provider to enable our emails to go through. 
Please note that Constant Contact does not sell email 
addresses. If, at any time, you wish to change your con-
tact information, or remove yourself from our emails  
you may do so by clicking the link at the bottom of the 
email. This system will also allow people who visit our 
website to sign up for our emails.  

We hope you like this system as well as we do! 

 YouTube Channel 

If you haven’t had the chance to see our 

YouTube Channel, we highly recommend it! The 
best way to get there is by going to our website 
and clicking on the logo. 

You will find messages, sermons and prayers 
from Pastor Colleen, Pastor reading children’s 
books, and music by our members. When you 
subscribe, every time something new is posted, 
you will be notified.  
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The Best Medicine 

Near the end of his life, Martin Luther suffered de-
bilitating headaches. When told about a costly medi-
cine that might offer some relief, Luther smiled and 
said, “My best prescription for head and heart is 
that ’God so loved the world,, that he gave his only 
begotten Son,, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life.’” 

That Bible verse became a refrain for Luther on his 
deathbed. “What Spartan saying can be compared 
with this wonderful brevity,” he said of John 3:16. 
“It is the Bible itself!” 
After repeating the 
words of that Gospel
-in-a-nutshell verse 
three times in Latin, 
Luther exclaimed, 
“They are  best pre-
scription for head-
aches and heart-
aches!” 

Thank you, Thank you, Thank you!!! 

We just wanted to say THANK YOU to so many of 
you who brought in food for our “God’s Work. Our 
Hands.” project. The food will be added to other 
donations from other churches and it will all be as-
sembled into power packs for the students at the 
schools. Your generosity is so appreciated. What a 
great way to be the Church in these trying times. 
Along with this we’d like to thank the congregation 
for your continued generosity in sending in your of-
fering envelopes and using our electronic giving op-
portunities. If anyone would like information on our 
electronic giving please contact Karen Nein in our 
Church office. Because of your generosity, our min-
istries are flourishing, new ministries are being 
dreamed and planned, and our church is blessed to 
be a blessing. Your continued generosity helps us to 
truly be God’s hands and feet in this community 
and in this world. 

A Singular Focus 

When we try to focus on too many things at once, 
sometimes we end up doing nothing well. During 
a visit to their house (see Luke 10:38-42), Jesus 
tells Martha that only one thing is needed and that 
Mary has chosen rightly. Surely Jesus doesn’t 
mean that quiet devotion is needed while serving 
others is not. But when we let ourselves get 
“worried and distracted by many things,” we may 
lose sight of the one crucial thing: love  

St. Francis is credited with the following quote: 
“God came to my house and asked for charity. 
And I fell on my knees and cried, ‘Beloved, what 
may I give?’ ‘Just love,’ God said. ‘Just love.’”  
And in Galatians 5:6 (NRSV), St. Paul writes, 
“For in Christ Jesus … the only thing that counts 
is faith working through love.”  

Amid all the worthy pursuits that fill your days, 
remember to choose rightly — by choosing love.  

 

A Lesson in Appreciation 
October is Pastor Appreciation Month 

During a church anniversary celebration, a pastor 
overheard a group discussing various congrega-
tional leaders over the years. Her ears perked up 
when an older member said, “Whenever someone 
asks which of our pastors I liked best, my answer 
is always, ‘The one we have at any given time is 
my favorite.’”  
 
What a relief for the pastor to hear — and what a 
great lesson for Pastor Appreciation Month. God 
sends each shepherd to us with a specific set of 
spiritual gifts and then works through those gifts 
to bless us.  
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