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November 2021 — Volume 88 Number 10 

30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA 19607 

Phone: 610.777.7885 

www.graceshillington.org 

GraCE TIDINGS 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

30 Days of Gratitude 

In November we have the holiday of Thanksgiving 
and so I like to see November as Gratitude month. 
To that end, like last year, I would like to offer 
everyone a Gratitude Challenge. For the 
next 30 days let’s celebrate some of the 
things we are thankful for. Themes 
for each day have been 
provided to get us started 
but the sky is the limit. Each 
day pray, talk, take 
pictures, meditate, 
experience nature 
and share your 
gratitude with 
others. Last year 
some folks spent 
time sharing with 
family during dinner, 
others took photos. Use 
the 30 days of gratitude 
list and reflect on the 
items that it asks you to 
consider. Take a mo-
ment each day and note 
what it is you’re grateful for. The chart 
gives you plenty of direction and plenty of 
chances to be grateful for a whole lot of 
things. Then once you’ve named what you are 
grateful for feel free to email  me, 
acre100@aol.com, or text me at 215-264-5274 with 
your response each day. The response can be a pic-

ture, one or more words, etc. (Please do not text 
before 9 AM or after 9 PM.) If you have no access 

to a smart phone, computer, etc., then write 
down your responses each day and drop the 

paper in the offering plate on Sundays. 

November is the month where 
we have this great holiday 
that is all about celebrating 

our thankfulness. We have 
so much to be grateful for 

and I hope you are feel-
ing that spirit of open-

ness and generosity 
each and every 
time we gather 

together. I pray 
that this month you 

feel grateful and truly 
feel the presence of the 
One who fills our lives 
to overflowing with 
blessing upon blessing.  

Blessed Thanksgiving to 
you all!! 
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Worship Arts Ministry 

Do you like to craft?  Do you like to be creative?  Do you like to collect ideas on Pinterest? If you an-
swered "Yes" to any of these questions, or would just like to be part of a new ministry at Grace, we need 
your help! Please join the new Worship Arts Ministry!  Kelley Gallen and Melissa Smith have been busy, 
along with guidance from Deb and Tim, and would love some new people on our team. If you are inter-
ested, or have any questions, please see either Kelley or Melissa, or let Karen know in the office. We look 
forward to putting some artistic expression into our services! 

Saturday, November 6  

8:00 AM  

Yes, it's that time of year again!.  

We will work outside, mostly trimming bushes, raking, weeding and the 
usual clean-up. Bring trimmers, rakes, blowers, gloves and any tools you 
think may be useful. We also need pick-up trucks to take the trimmings to 
the borough yard waste recycling area. Even if you don’t have any tools, we 
still need the people-power (any age is welcome) to rake and bag the trim-

mings. We hope to see you there. Please email or call Mark Smith from the Property Committee,  to let 
him know you would like to help! Thank you very much for all of your help.  610-763-0343 or 
mmsmith4@ptd.net 

1. Home – What is home? How do we create 
home? What are we grateful for? 

2. Nature  

3. Animals/Pets 

4. Something you see every day 

5. Something you do every day 

6. A Teacher/Mentor – What did you learn from 
them? What did you admire? 

7. Something that makes you laugh 

8. Something that fills you with hope 

9. Kindness 

10. Self-Care 

11. Letting Go 

12. Tradition – Think about some traditions you’ve 
“inherited” and some you’ve created. How did 
they come about? What do they mean to you? 

13. Trait – Which of your traits are you most grate-
ful for? 

14. Family/Friends 

15. People and Places where you feel most yourself 

16. Name something you saw or did today that 
brought you joy or gratitude 

17. Quiet  

18. Sounds – (Birds? Children’s laughter? What 
else?) 

19. Smells 

20. Music – Do you play an instrument, sing? What 
kinds of music do you like at different times? 
How does it make you feel? 

21. Color 

22. A favorite book 

23. Purpose/Passion 

24. Faith 

25. Sharing from our abundance 

26. Listening and being heard 

27. Activity 

28. A favorite memory that you are thankful for 

29. What helps you feel safe? 

30. Community 

30-Day Gratitude List 
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The Knifty Knitters meet at 1:30, in the Fellowship 
Hall on the first and third Tuesday of each month. 
They provide, a great opportunity for socialization, 
in addition to a ministry of our church.  Please join 
them! 

Dates to Remember 

November 2—Election Day. Let your voice be 
heard. Office is closed because Karen works the 
polls. 

November 4—7 PM—West Berks Mission Dis-
trict Fall Assembly, by Zoom. The agenda will in-
clude: approval of the 2022 Budget, recognition of 
WBMD rostered ministers celebrating significant 
anniversaries, and the start of a discernment pro-
cess regarding the future of our WBMD ministries. 

Each congregation should be represented by their 
rostered ministers and two lay leaders. Please plan 
to participate. 

November 6— 8AM Fall Clean-up Day 

November 6—Daylight Savings ends; turn back 
your clocks before you go to bed on Saturday, No-
vember 6th. You don’t want to miss church! 

November 7—All Saints Day 

November 13—Craft Fair in the Fellowship Hall 
(Contact Lynn Hammerschmidt for more infor-
mation.) 

November 26—Thanksgiving 

November 27—Native American Heritage Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Church Council meetings will continue to meet 
via Zoom monthly with the exception of meeting 
in-person, at church, once a quarter. Our first in-
person meeting will be Wednesday, December 15 
at 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall. 

2. As the weather gets colder, please dress accord-
ingly to worship in the sanctuary. We are address-
ing the issue of the best way to keep the sanctuary 
well ventilated, which means some open windows 
and operating the ceiling fans. If you have any spe-
cific concerns, please contact the church office.  

3. Saturday, November 6th is church grounds clean
-up day. All help is appreciated.  

4. The finance committee is diligently working on 
the 2022 budget. There will be a special congrega-
tional meeting on Sunday, January 9 to approve the 
budget for the coming year. The annual congrega-
tional meeting will be held in February. Details to 
be announced at a later date. 

5. Molly Clark is leading the adult Sunday School 
class every Sunday at 8:45 AM in the Fellowship 
Hall. All are welcome. 

Highlights Highlights 

Late in September, Grace lost 
three members: 

George Fields, husband to 
Caroline and father to Linda 
Miller, died on the 21st;  

Diane Spatz, widow of Jack 
and mother to Roger, died on 

the 26th; and Marjorie Hill who died on the 
28th.  

We continue to keep the families of these mem-
bers in our prayers. 
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If you haven’t 
already done 
so, please pro-
vide the 
names of 
loved ones 
who have died 

since All Saints Day last year, November 1, 2020. 
We will lift them up in our prayers this year on All 
Saints Day, November 7, 2021. We have the names 
of our members who died over the last year as well 
as the names of those whose funerals for which Pastors 
Cox and Roper officiated but we encourage the names of 
others (friends, neighbors, relatives) who have lost their 
lives since November 1, 2020. 

In addition to remembering those who died over 
the last year, we will present a PowerPoint display 
to remember all loved ones who have died and 
were important to us. Please email a photograph to 
the church office by November 1. or bring a photo 
of your loved one to the office for us to scan. Re-
member to identify the person in the photograph, 
their relationship to you. And other pertinent infor-
mation, like dates of birth and death. Then look for 
the PowerPoint online and during the in-person 
worship on November 7th. 

Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: Please call the 
church office at 610.777.7885 to 
place people on the prayer circle. 
When your request is received, a chain of calls is 
initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in each 
group who will be praying for your request. That’s 
a lot of prayer! This is especially good for immedi-
ate and urgent requests.  

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: 
Contact the church office to add or remove people 
from prayers during worship and in Grace Notes. 
When people have remained on the list for quite a 
few weeks, they may be removed unless we are in-
formed to keep them on longer. 

Coffee Hour 

We offer a time of fellowship 
in the Fellowship Hall every 
second and fourth Sunday fol-
lowing our worship service. 

We will have refreshments and light snacks. One of 
the things people have missed the most over the 
last 18 months has been the opportunity to spend 
time together.  

Christian Symbol: Cornucopia 

Cornucopia, a Greek word meaning 
“horn of plenty,” has origins in 
Greek mythology. But the cornuco-
pia became a religious symbol and 
was even stamped on Jewish coins. 
Overflowing horns, now common as 

Thanksgiving centerpieces, came to symbolize 
abundance and blessings.  

CROP Walk News 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you to all those who 
walked in the Reading/Berks Mission District 
CROP Walk at Grings Mills on Sunday, October 
10. As a congregation we raised $885 and as a mis-
sion district we raised over $25,000. Thank you to 
everyone who donated and walked and supported 
this great cause! We can end hunger one step at a 
time!!  

Installation Thanks 

Well, we had a Holy Hootenanny on Sunday, Oc-
tober 17th for my service of installation. Finally, af-
ter 17 months and 17 days we were able to cele-
brate together what amazing things God is doing 
here at Grace. My thanks to everyone who helped 
to make the day a celebration. Thank you to Bish-
op Christopher deForest for being here and 
preaching. Thanks to colleagues and friends who 
came out to be a support. Thank you to the Con-
gregational Ministries Steering committee for 
providing a really wonderful bounty of sandwiches, 
fruit, cheese and crackers, and a HUGE cake! 
Thank you to Deb and Tim and the Peals of Grace 
for lovely and inspiring music. Thank you to all 
who ushered and to Karen for putting together 
such beautiful bulletins. And thank you to all of 
you for showing up, for your support, for the flow-
ers and gift cards. It was a really great day. God has 
truly called us together to do ministry and I am so 
excited to see what God has planned for us all as 
we move into the future.  
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November Sponsorships  

We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, and the Reading Eagle ad, which 
provides information about our worship services 
and Sunday School. In August, we returned to using 
bulletins.  

November 7 — All Saints Day 

Flowers — Jeannette and Bob Fisher in lov-
ing memory of Robin Seifert 

Eagle Ad — Vivian and Terry Naugle in memory 
of our veteran fathers: Ben Blanski and Bob Naugle 

Eternal Flame — Jeannette and Bob Fisher in lov-
ing memory of Robin Seifert 

Janice, Karen and Marcie, celebrating Loren’s birth-
day 

Bulletins — Rich Naugle in memory of his broth-
ers: Art, Bob, Don and Bill Naugle (all army veter-
ans) 

Betty Rickenbach in loving memory of Bob 

November 14 — Pentecost 25 

Flowers — Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of 
Linda’s birthday  

Eagle Ad — Skip and Nancy O’Leary in memory 
of son and step-son Darryl O’Leary 

Tom and Cheryl Gable celebrating the 6th birthday 
of grandson, Matthew 

Eternal Flame — Jeannette and Bob Fisher in lov-
ing memory of Robin Seifert 

Bulletins — Tyler and Mackenzie in honor of 
Alex’s birthday 

November 21 — Christ the King 

Flowers — Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of 
Anne’s father’s birthday 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — Jeannette and Bob Fisher in lov-
ing memory of Robin Seifert 

Bulletins — available 

 

November 28 — Advent 1 

Flowers — the Guldin family, remembering 
Thanksgiving 1947 when Betty married the love 
of her life, Bob 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — Jeannette and Bob Fisher in 
loving memory of Robin Seifert 

Bulletins—available 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10) and the Bulletin 

($25) are available as aforementioned and 

throughout the rest of the year. We accept multi-

ple sponsors for any item and any date. Please call 

the office or email Karen, or complete the form in 

the narthex to sponsor any available date for these 

four items. 
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Safety Measures for Indoor Worship and Sunday School 

Air - To keep everyone as safe as possible, we will continue to run the fans and open windows in 
the sanctuary during worship every Sunday. It is imperative, that in places with poor air circulation, 
fresh air moves constantly. As we move into the colder weather, we suggest everyone dress appro-
priately for the weather conditions. If it becomes too cold or unbearable, we will return to the Fel-
lowship Hall, but are trying to do what we can to be safe and remain in the Sanctuary. 

Masks - Indoor worship in the sanctuary begins at 9:30 AM. We follow the latest Synod and CDC 
guidelines. We are concerned for the health of our more vulnerable members, i.e. children and the 
unvaccinated, and are requiring all to wear masks during worship in the Sanctuary. 

Adult Sunday School meets at 8:45 in the Fellowship Hall where the air is safer. All are welcome. 

Annual Hunsicker Organ Recital 

This organ recital, featuring Clara Gerdes, a graduate of the Yale University Institute 
of Sacred Music and the Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia where she studied 
with Alan Morrison, will take place on Sunday, November 14, at 3 PM at Calvary 
Lutheran Church, 1009 Elizabeth Avenue, Laureldale. Clara currently serves as Mu-
sic Director at Most Holy Redeemer and Nativity Parish in New York City. To read 
more about Clara and her repertoire, check out her website: www.claragerdes.com. 

Clara’s recent solo recitals include the Ocean Grove Auditorium in Ocean Grove, New Jersey, St. Philips’ 
Cathedral in Atlanta, Georgia and St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church in Peru, Indiana. On the 19th of 
November, she travels to River Road Church in Richmond, Virginia and in the spring to Trinity Church 
in Boston, Massachusetts and Christ Lutheran Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  

A free-will offering will benefit the Reading Music Foundation. A reception will follow the recital. 

Honoring Our Veterans 

Veterans Day has its roots in what was called Armistice Day, when a peace agreement ended 
World War I on November 11, 1918. President Wilson proclaimed that Armistice Day was to 
be marked with solemn pride in heroism and with gratitude for victory as well as the 
“opportunity it has given America to show her sympathy with peace and justice.” In 1954, the 
remembrance was renamed Veterans Day to honor all U.S. military personnel. It’s a reminder to 
pray for and honor all who serve and sacrifice, to support and assist their families, and to pray 
that God will bring peace on earth.  

Thankfulness in Action 

Thanksgiving is a spiritual exercise, necessary to the building of a healthy soul. It takes us out of the stuffi-
ness 

To speak gratitude is courteous and pleasant, to enact gratitude is generous and noble, but to live grati-
tude is to touch heaven.  —Johannes Gaertner 

Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your nightly prayer. And let faith be the bridge 
you build to overcome evil and welcome good.  —Maya Angelou 
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A blessing or a Curse? 

Holocaust survivor and devout Christian Corrie 
ten Boom recounts how her sister Betsie thanked 
God for the fleas infesting their packed barracks. 
When Corrie resisted the idea, Betsie pointed out 
that 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says to “give thanks in all 
circumstances.” 

Still, Corrie wasn’t convinced — until the sisters 
realized the infestation kept the guards away, giving 
prisoners in those quarters freedom to worship and 
pray. The biting pests, which seemed like added 
misery, became a blessing. 

Anger and bitterness sometimes cloud our vision, 
causing us to forget to thank God in all situations, 
though not necessarily for them. Other times we 
don’t wait long enough for blessings to be re-
vealed. But faith is like waiting through a storm, 
knowing a rainbow is coming eventually. Mean-
while, the Lord holds an umbrella for us, and the 
closer with him we walk, the less wet we’ll get. 

—Julie Lee 

A New Thanksgiving Tradition 

At Thanksgiving, we give thanks for things (food, 
home, clothing, work) and loved ones (family, 
friends, pets). But if the people we name aren’t 
present, they may never know how precious they 
are to us. This November, start a new tradition by 
writing notes of thanks to people you appreciate. 

Follow Paul’s model of starting letters with thanks-
giving: “First, I thank my God through Jesus 
Christ for all of you, because your faith is being 
reported all over the world” (Romans 1:8, 
NIV). Notice how he thanks his addressees by 
thanking God for them. Paul is specific too, not 
writing, “Thanks for everything!” 

Expressing genuine thanksgiving to God and an-
other person, you might write something like this: 

Dear Judy, This Thanksgiving I’m thinking about special people in my 

life. You are one! I thank God for our friendship, for your strong 

witness for Jesus and for your willingness to lend a hand as a substi-

tute teacher. (Your chocolate cookies are icing on the cake!) I praise 

God for you! Sincerely, Joan 

These photos are from Pastor 

Colleen’s Installation Service. 

Clockwise, from upper left: bell 

choir plays; Bishop preaches; 

communion; cake at reception; 

installation portion of the ser-

vice; Pastor Dietz, Bishop deForest, Pastor Colleen and Pastor Dee (missing is 

Dawn Baxter who also celebrated in the service.) 
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Pandemic Milestone Timeline  

On August 1, 2021 we returned to our in-person 
worship in our sanctuary here at Grace. As a way of 
visually marking this return we put a Pandemic 
Timeline on the wall of the sanctuary and we asked 
folks to write on post-it-notes things that happened 
in their lives during the times of the pandemic 
when we could not gather together. People listed 
the deaths of loved ones, they listed the birthdays, 
anniversaries, graduation and other life events that 
had to be celebrated alone or by electronic means. 
We watched as the timeline was filled with celebra-
tions and sorrows. Then on September 19th we 
marched the timeline down to fellowship hall so 
people could take the time to read what people had 
shared.  

We are aware that not everyone was able to read 
everything that was on the timeline so we have 
compiled the events below. We encourage you to 
take some time and read through what happened in 
the lives of the people you regularly worship with. 
Then after you have read through the eighteen 
months of joys and sorrows you are invited to stop 
and pray. Take a moment to ask God for continued 
comfort for those who had loved ones die. Or take 
a moment and thank God for the joy of a birthday 
or anniversary or the gratitude of a graduation.  
And then if you see these folks, tell them you read 
what they wrote and offer your sympathy, your 
love, and your continued support and good wishes.  

One of the losses to all of us throughout this time 
of pandemic has been the loss of community. Let’s 
take the month of November, where we lift up 
gratitude, and let’s share prayers of thanksgiving to 
God for the ways in which we have been knit into a 
community of faith, love and caring.  

Thank you to everyone for participating in this pro-
ject.  

Blessings, Pastor Colleen 

March 2020    

- 2/1 - Kathie Yost (Gary’s mom) passed away 

- 3/17 - Jim and Donnasue Thompson – Black Lab 

puppy Marley came home.  He was such a blessing 

during the year! He was our lucky charm! 

- Nancy Kennedy – All Reading Choral Society con-

certs, rehearsals cancelled 

- Betty Guldin – mid March – Mifflin Court “locked 

down”. Had to stay in rooms 24/7. 

- Pastor Colleen – Bought my first house 

- Recovering from 2 surgeries 

- Son Thom moved to NY 

- March through July – Betty Guldin virtual or phone 

visits only  

- 3/27 – Gables – friend David Fitzgerald died 

April 2020 

- Karen Nein – I had to put my precious dog to sleep 

on April 15, 2020. It broke my heart. 

- Linda Sepeda – travel to family in CA cancelled 

- Sylvia Klett – Sister diagnosed with Parkinson Dis-

ease 

- Nancy Kennedy – Verdi Requiem concert cancelled 

(RSO and RCS collaboration)  

- Nancy Kennedy – No GREC spring concerts 

- 4/21 – Jan Yost – My dad passed away 

- Susan Bamburak – moved during pandemic 

- Pastor Colleen – Ended my call at St Paul’s Hawley. 

- 4/24 – Tim and Deb Jenks – first Jenks wedding 

cancelled 

- Chris Szigeti – FEAR and PANIC was everywhere 

May 2020 

- Pastor Colleen – began my new call here at Grace 

- 5/8 – Jennifer Ruffner married Benjamin Hearn 

- Kathy Van Reed – Sarah’s 30th Birthday 

- Betty Guldin – resident interaction (maximum of 4) 

in the hall activities 

- Monica Gallen – graduated from Seton Hill Universi-

ty with her Master’s degree in Elementary Education 

- Janice Maulick – Graduation of grandson, Noah 

Breneman, with Master’s degree from USC 

- Rachel Thompson – lost job due to COVID-related 

work force reduction 

- Death of Mary Harteg (relation to Suzie thru mar-

riage to Blaine) 

- 5/26 – Nancy Kennedy – Had a wonderful bike ride 

with Don, Hannah and Olivia. Unfortunately ended in 

8 stitches at Urgent Care when, because while fall-

ing ,I gouged my shin with the spike. 

June 2020 

- Ruth O’Leary – My son Jim’s marriage 

- Kathy VanReed – My 60th birthday 
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Cont’d. on page 11 

- 6/11 – Jim and Donnasue Thompson - Don and 

JeanAnn Burger celebrated their 60th wedding anni-

versary 

- Susan Bamburak – Several friends and dozens of 

colleagues died of COVID-19 

July 2020 

- 7/5 – Nancy Kennedy – watched “Hamilton” on 

Disney plus 

- 7/14 – Tom and Cheryl Gable – lost Uncle Curtis 

Lash 

- Tim and Deb Jenks – 40th anniversary 

- Toni Schirmer – family reunion 

- Betty Guldin – sit-down window visits 

- Nancy Kennedy – Colonial gym opened for Zumba 

classes 

- 7/26 – Susan Bamburak – Mom died of COVID-19 

- 7/28 – Greg Naugle left for deployment with Air 

Force Reserve in Jordan 

- 7/30 – Nancy Kennedy – Governor Mifflin Spring 

Swing “Spamalot” musical live-streamed for the com-

munity to enjoy 

August 2020 

- 8/1 – Nancy Kennedy – kept our week vacation at 

Rehoboth minus the boardwalk 

- August 18-Sept 25 - Karen Nein- My son and family 

were evacuated from their home in Boulder Creek, 

CA because of CZU fires in Santa Cruz County, Cali-

fornia. 

- Loss of classmate and “lunch buddy” due to compli-

cation with COVID-19 

- Susan Bamburak – mom’s funeral . COVID death in 

Florida – No one could go. 

- 8/24 – Arranging times to visit at Mifflin Court sep-

arated by a window. 

- 8/30 – Church on the street 

September 2020 

- 9/6 – Second Jenks wedding cancelled 

- Having to watch high school football games at 

home, live –streamed 

- 9/18 – Tom and Cheryl Gable – lost neighbor An-

thony Zaharis 

- 9/18 – Nancy Kennedy – Went to settlement ( out-

doors) for my youngest Meredith’s first house 

- 9/22 – Suzie Harteg – Mateo Heredia born (son of 

Valeri and Adrian) 

- 9/25 – Pastor Colleen celebrated 15 years of ordi-

nation 

- Rachel Thompson found job as Production Artist 

October 2020 

- 10/1 – Nancy Kennedy – conference call with 

Mom’s GP as substitute for office visit 

- 10/3 – Nancy Kennedy – My 50th High School reun-

ion cancelled 

- 10/9 – Kate Jenks and Kerri Phillips – wedding 

- 10/20 – Betty Guldin – 2nd floor residents permit-

ted in sunroom ( 1 at a time) 

- 10/31 – Death of Charles Panish (colon cancer) – 

friend of Suzie Harteg 

- Susan Bamburak – Cleared out my parents’ home 

and helped renovate 

November 2020 

- Karen Nein – My son and his family survived COVID-

19 but have some long-term effects 

- Susan Bamburak – Became a new member of 

Grace Shillington 

- 11/14 – Matthew’s 5th birthday 

December 2020 

- Great Grandson #1 – 1st birthday 

- 12/6 – Nancy Kennedy – Sang (with masks on) 

with RCS outdoors at the Liederkranz. Audience 

dressed with blankets, etc. 

- 12/7 – Beth Stanislaw – My Mom passed away 

- Linda Sepeda – Chloe Charbonnier Sepeda’s father 

in France died and she was unable to go to the fu-

neral or to comfort her mother. 

- 12/25 – Nancy Kennedy – Mom comes for a small-

er Christmas meal gathering-had pizza and salad.  

January 2021 

- Friend diagnosed with gastric cancer 

- 1/15 – Pastor Colleen – My mom suddenly lost eye 

sight in her right eye 

- 1/19 – Deb Jenks – Moved my mom from NY to PA 

- Hand surgery 

- 1/28 – Greg Naugle returned from deployment in 

Jordan with the Air Force Reserve 

February 2021 

- Betty Rickenbach – I celebrate the news that my 

Multiple Myeloma is in remission! 

- 2/8 – Gables – friend Kenny Davis died 

- Linda Sepeda – severe weather pushed down 68 

year old stone wall 
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When Advent begins on November 28 this year, so 
does a new church year for liturgical congregations. 
The church seasons, which correspond to key 
events in Jesus’ life, begin with the four-week Ad-
vent period of preparation for our coming Savior at 
Christmas. After the 12-day season of Christmas is 
Epiphany, which begins January 6 and continues 
through Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent. 
That period of preparation culminates in Holy 
Week, and then Easter marks the pinnacle of every 
church year. Forty days after the Resurrection we 
celebrate Ascension, and 10 days after that, the Pen-
tecost season begins; it lasts until Advent, when the 
cycle begins again. 

“Like a great waterwheel,” writes Joan Chittister, 
“the liturgical year goes on relentlessly irrigating our 
souls, softening the ground of our hearts, nourish-
ing the soil of our lives until the seed of the Word 
of God itself begins to grow in us, comes to fruit in 
us, ripens in us the spiritual journey of a lifetime.” 

For Laughs or Groans Around Your 

Thanksgiving Table 

Knock knock. Who’s there? Arthur. 

Arthur who? Arthur any leftovers? 

Why was the Thanksgiving soup so expensive? 

It had 24 carrots. 

 If you use boxed mashed potatoes ... 

... Great-Grandma will turn over in her gravy. 

 My family said, “No more Thanksgiving jokes.” 

... but I said I couldn’t just quit cold turkey. 

Let every instrument be tuned for praise; 

let all rejoice who have a voice to raise; 

and may God give us faith to sing always: 

Alleluia! 
Fred Pratt Green 

In mid-August, five members of the senior and 
handbell choirs met with me to explore how those 
large groups might safely return to rehearsing and 
leading in worship once again. We reviewed recom-
mendations from both the CDC and from interna-
tional studies sponsored by professional singing or-
ganizations. We surveyed the members of the en-
sembles to address several areas and request any 
suggestions or concerns anyone might have 

In September, we met again to review the responses 
and suggestions and developed protocols based on 
the information gathered. I am grateful to Nancy 
Kennedy, Don Rauber, David Roper, Linda Sepeda 
and Donnasue Thompson for their work in creating 
guidelines for a safe return to joining you in wor-
ship. 

It is exciting to let you know that the senior choir 
and handbell ensembles have been given the green 
light to make music together to share with you! Re-
hearsals have resumed, and we are looking forward 
to joining you once again, masked and dressed in 
layers, as soon as possible! 

Blessings, Tim  

Our Sunday 

School youth 

enjoy their 

lessons. 
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- News of grandchild to arrive in October! 

- Pastor Colleen – Daughter Olivia celebrated 25th 

birthday 

- Betty Guldin – full dining privileges  

- Feb thru May – Downsizing to move to new home 

March 2021 

- Rachel Thompson left job as Production Artist and 

found current job as Industrial Designer. Loving it! 

- 3/8 - Karen Nein – I got my second COVID vaccine 

shot at the Lebanon VA. Praise the Lord! 

- Betty Guldin – Indoor visits resume at Mifflin Court 

- 3/17 – John and Linda Spitko – Got 2nd COVID 

shots !!!!! 

- 3/17 – Jacob’s 3rd birthday 

- 3/19 – Jim and Donnasue Thompson – our grand-

daughter Lyla Mae Wittman was born in Delaware. 

She is a blessing and joy to our family! 

- Nancy Kennedy- March until the end of the year 

“Remote School” for Hannah and Olivia. Don and I 

are “substitute” teachers 

April 2021 

- John and Linda Spitko – 1st camping trip 

- Terry Naugle – Greg and Kristen and family moved 

back to Berks County from Oklahoma 

- 4/15 – Barb Wolfe – Knee replacement 

- Kelley Gallen – Father (Bill McLain) had open heart 

surgery 

- Betty Guldin – Resuming trips to Longwood Gardens 

with my family 

May 2021 

- 5/1 – Pastor Colleen – Daughter Rae celebrated 

30th birthday!  

- 5/6 – Barb Wolfe – Great grandson 

- Tom and Cheryl Gable – lost friend Kurt Binkley on 

5/7 and his mom Elaine Binkley March 2020 

- 5/7 – moved to new home after 43 years in “old” 

house 

- 5/9 – First live RCS concert since lockdown, albeit 

outside on a chilly , wet afternoon donning masks 

- 5/10 – Janice Maulick – Right knee replacement 

with complications 

- 5/11 – Erick and Laura, Matthew and Jacob move 

to Mt. Airy, Maryland 

- Linda Sepeda – a class I was to teach in CA can-

celled due to COVID 

- Susan Bamburak – Sold house I grew up in 

June 2021 

- Toni Schirmer – retired 

- 6/4 – Nicole Gallen graduated from Wyomissing 

High School 

- Kathy Van Reed – Our 40th wedding anniversary 

- 6/12 – Dearest friend dies of gastric cancer 

- 6/12 – Jim and Donnasue Thompson – Our niece 

Megen McKay married Ryan McGovern 

- Great Grandson#2 born 

- Liza Gallen – graduated with her Master’s degree in 

Elementary Education 

- 6/21 – First physical interaction with my BFF since 

March 2019 

- 6/22 – Kurt Vivaldi ( Nancy Kennedy’s son) father to 

Josephine Marie, born 6/22 

- 6/26 – Pastor Colleen presided at daughter Olivia’s 

wedding but had to postpone wedding celebration to 

Oct. 2022 

- Paul Eppley – I retired!!!!!!! 

July 2021 

- 7/2 – Jane Zaffiro ( Walcheske) passed away – wife 

of Erv Walcheske 

- Linda Sepeda – New wall finished ! 

- 7/19 – Jim and Donnasue Thompson celebrated 

their 30th anniversary 

- 7/21 – Nancy Kennedy – First indoor vocal concert 

with audience since lockdown 

- 7/31 – Jeff Rejent and Vicki DeHaven move to Lake-

wood, Illinois 

August 2021 

- 8/8 – Linda Sepeda - Yay! Chloe Charbonnier-

Sepeda is finally able to visit her mother , twin sister 

and brand new niece in France  

- Hannah and Olivia Wertz were able to attend Bear 

Creek overnite camp (had to provide 21 day temp 

check) 

- Susan Bamburak – My primary care physician and 

my oncologist retired early 

- Susan Bamburak – Large numbers of health care 

colleagues left the field 

- 8/28 – Jennifer (Ruffner) Hearn – renewal of vows 

and wedding reception 

- 8/29 – Kathy VanReed – Jacob’s birthday 
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visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on 
these days ONLY in case of an emergency, please. In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be 
reached 24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies which means the 
volume is always on. If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9AM or after 
9PM.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

