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Message from Pastor Colleen
November is the month where we have this great holiday that is all about celebrating our thankfulness. This
year Thanksgiving is going to look and feel very different for many of us. The pandemic may make it impossible, or too risky, to gather together with family and
friends in the ways we have done so in the past. Because of all of that, it would be easy to simply toss our
gratitude and this holiday out the window this year.
Like everything else we could simply skip this occasion
and just pray that next year we can celebrate like we
have always done before. And I understand because
who wants to set aside time in the middle of a plague
to think about gratitude? What is it we even have to be
grateful for anyway?
Well, a dear friend of mine said to me once, “What if
you woke up today with only the things you thanked
God for yesterday? What would life look like? What
would be missing? This question truly puts things in
perspective for me. It reorients me, grounds me, and
reminds me that gratitude is all about our faith and our
relationship with God. We are full of the undeserved
and unconditional grace of God and this grace gives us
everything we need to be strengthened and sustained.
Because of the grace given to us through Christ Jesus
we lack nothing and we are full.
As we move into the Thanksgiving season I can think
of no greater image to carry with us. We are full… full
of the grace of God. And it is within the grace of God
that we live our lives, and there is nothing we can do
to earn or lose that grace. It is ours, given to us as a
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free and undeserved gift by a God whose love went
to the cross for us. And when we remember this
there is nothing left for us to do except be God's
grateful people and offer up an overflowing cup of
thanksgiving back to God, a full cup of gratitude
spilling out of everything we say and do.

here at Grace. We are truly blessed and this is our
opportunity to notice and thank God for all that is
happening in this place.
I pray that this month you feel grateful and you truly feel the presence of the One who fills our lives to
overflowing with blessing upon blessing.

Keeping all of that in mind I think in the midst of a Blessed Thanksgiving to you all!
pandemic it may be more important than ever to reclaim gratitude. So to that end we have a 30-day
gratitude challenge for everyone. The Gratitude
Chart corresponds to the 30 days in November.
Please make an attempt to set aside some time each
day to contemplate and offer thanks following the
suggestion in the box for each day. And if you feel
moved, I invite you to email your gratitude daily to
me at pastor@graceshillington.org so that I can
gather all that gratitude up and share it with the
whole church. What is really lovely about participating in the 30 days of Gratitude is that we will all be
doing it together as a community of faith. What a
great way to feel connected to one another during a
time where connection feels so elusive. Additionally, please note throughout this newsletter the many
ministries and people we have to be grateful for

It's that time of year again for our Fall cleanup at church. We
are meeting on Saturday, November 7th at 8:00 am.
Due to the current situation, we are looking for 10-12 people
to help with our fall cleanup. We will be working outside and
expect to be spread out enough to safely distance from one
another.
We plan to trim bushes, weed and perform normal cleanup.
As the trees are down, we won’t be raking and blowing the
leaves as much as in the past. Though we will be outside, we
still need to be physically distanced.
Bring your trimmers and blowers and other gardening tools
and gloves. Also, if you have a pickup truck, please bring it as
we are going to take the trimmings over to the borough yard
waste recycling area.
Even if you have no tools, we still need your help to rake and
bag the trimmings.
Please email or call Mark Smith if you are available to help.
Thank you very much. - Mark Smith, Property Committee, mmsmith4@ptd.net; 610.763.0343
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Knifty Knitters, one of the various ministries of Grace, provides muchneeded items to many. This group of women knit, crochet and sew for
charity. They meet at 2 PM on the first and third Tuesdays of the
month. Before COVID-19, they met either in the all purpose room or
the Roper Parlor. Over the summer, they met in the courtyard, weather
permitting, of course! Now that the weather has gotten a bit too chilly
to meet outdoors for any length of time, they have gone indoors, to one
of the member’s finished basement which allows for social distancing,
yet provides an opportunity to chat, knit, crochet and/or sew. These
women are dedicated to their ministry and will continue their work, as
the needs for their handiwork continue to escalate.
How does this ministry work?
Members provide most of their own supplies: yarn, fabric, tools, etc. In
the past, they have fashioned and donated a plethora of pajamas, knitted and crocheted scarves, hats and blankets to not only to the local
children and animals in need, but to the many poorer families of Appalachia and others. Some of their worthy causes include the Lebanon
Veterans Hospital, the Olivet children, the Animal Rescue League and
Prayers into Action, the ministry to Appalachia.
The Knifty Knitters are currently working on sewing fleece pajamas and
knitting matching slippers to mail to Appalachia. (photo A). To enable
them to cover the high cost of postage, they usually sell their creations
at our Fall Craft Fair as a fundraiser, but since the fair has been cancelled because of the pandemic, they are offering up a quilt (photos B &
C), constructed of scraps of fleece used to make the pajamas, as a silent
auction item. Anyone interested in placing a bid can contact Penny Pinto at 610.777.4383. She will let you know what the latest bid is so you
can bid higher to win the quilt. Bids taken through November 24th.
The Knifty Knitters also provide the prayer shawls, baptismal blankets
and lap robes to the church. If anyone is in need of any of these items,
please contact the church office.
This group is open to anyone who cares to join them. The group will
gladly accept donations of yarn and other materials as needed (contact
Penny for specifics).
C

B
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Sunday Morning Coffee Hour
Do you miss seeing people in worship every week? Are you wondering how your fellow Grace members are faring through this Pandemic? Do you want to say hello to people you are missing? Well then,
join us for a virtual coffee hour on Sunday, Nov. 8 and 22. We will
send the zoom invite as part of your weekly worship email for those
Sundays. Just click on the link in your email, put a hot cup of coffee
in your hand while we gather and really make it feel like it’s our time together after a Sunday worship service. Hope to “see” you there!! All are welcome!!

Sermon by Phone
For anyone without internet access, Pastor Colleen’s Sunday sermons are now
available by phone! Just dial 610.463.0094 any time during the week and you’ll
hear the sermon delivered by Pastor Colleen from the preceding Sunday.

Common Ground is a compassionate, spiritual community that
embraces the worthiness and brokenness of all people. Many, but
not all of us, are part of recovery communities and together we
are exploring the “common ground” that lies beneath the 12steps and inclusive Christian faith. Common Ground has created
an Amazon Wishlist (https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/
ls/2MVGV1BY1M226?ref_=wl_share)

Note: Common Ground meets at
Atonement in Wyomissing and Trinity
in Reading (as able during the pandemic).

for needy individuals and families in the Reading, PA area. As we
head into colder weather, the community need is even greater.
Your kind gift directly helps someone in need and is greatly appreciated. After you’ve selected your gift, choose The Rev. Tom
Scornavacchi's Gift Registry Address option as the shipping address. Blessings!
Thank you for your consideration!
Peace, Vicar Michael

Christian Symbol: St. Andrew’s Cross
This cross is a symbol of humility and suffering. It first
came into use during the Middle Ages. According to
tradition, St. Andrew was crucified while preaching in
Greece. He felt unworthy to be crucified in the same
way as Jesus, so he begged that his cross be made differently. St. Andrew’s cross is the national cross of
Scotland. It’s also called Cross Saltire.
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November Sponsorships
Until it is safe to worship in the building and
use handouts, we do not need bulletin sponsors. At this point, we need eternal flame, Eagle Ad and flower sponsors. We appreciate
your financial support in these matters.
November 1
Flowers — Karen Cook in memory of her father,
William Hoffman
Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame—The Scheirer family in memory of
all their loved ones
November 8
Flowers — Betty Rickenbach, Janice Maulick, Karen Nein & Marcie Bilger celebrating Loren Eisenhofer’s birthday
Eagle Ad—Bill and Anne Scheirer in memory of
Arthur Michelson
Eternal Flame— Janice, Karen and Marcie for sister Loren’s birthday
November 15

Sponsorships for flowers ($40) are available as noted above and for December 20 and Christmas Eve.
Sponsorships for the Reading Eagle ad ($20) are
also available as noted by empty spaces for November as well as all Sundays in December, except for
Christmas Eve.
Only two sponsorships for the Eternal Flame ($10)
are available for the last two weeks of November as
well as for December 6, 13 and 27.
We have had good response to the flowers on
the altar for the recorded services, and some
Altar Guild volunteers have agreed to deliver them to our homebound members.
Sponsorships for flowers are available for
$40 per Sunday

Flowers— Sharon Smith celebrating Daniel Smith’s
birthday
Eagle Ad— Skip and Nancy O’Leary in memory of
son and stepson, Darryl
Eternal Flame—Bill and Anne Scheirer celebrating
Alex’s birthday
November 22
Flowers— Bright and Carabello families
in memory of all loved ones
Eagle Ad—The Scheirer Family in gratitude for the family of Christ at Grace
Eternal Flame—
November 29
Flowers—
Eagle Ad— Janice Maulick, celebrating
the birthday of her son, Gary L. Breneman, Jr.
Eternal Flame—
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Highlights from the October 21 Meeting
Pandemic Panel
Council was provided with a wealth of information and insight regarding
COVID-19 mitigation procedures during a panel presentation by medical professionals from Tower Health and our congregation, as well as
Governor Mifflin School District Administration. This was very helpful
and informative as council continues to move forward in planning and decision-making around a safe return to in-church worship.
COVID-19 mitigation plans
Council continues to follow the guidance of the Synod and Berks Mission District as well as the CDC and
state of PA guidelines as we work toward an eventual re-opening of our church for indoor worship. In
addition, council is working on creative ways for Grace to “be the church,” allowing for church to be not
only a “destination,” but also offer opportunities for community outreach as well as be a part of the larger
church (beyond our walls). In doing this we can be connected with congregations that surround us and lift
-up opportunities to serve with churches in the area.
Christian Education
The Christian Education and Youth Committee are excited to kick off the Sunday School season on November 1, 2020. Sunday school will gather via Zoom meetings every other week. Grab bags for Sunday
School students will be available to be picked up at the outdoor worship service on October 25 th.
Fall Clean-up

The property committee will hold the annual Fall Cleanup of the church grounds on Saturday, November
7 at 8:00 am. Anyone interested in helping should contact Mark Smith at 610.763.0343.

Sunday School Online Commences
Families of Grace,
I would like to thank you for your patience and grace while the Christian Education team was preparing our new curriculum, An Illustrated Compassion –
Learning to Love Like God, during this pandemic. We will begin via Zoom on
Sunday, November 1st, at 10 a.m. We will meet bi-weekly for the rest of 2020.
This short session will not just be another virtual school lesson for your child. This will be a time for
them to have fellowship with their friends as we share music and art and try to fill our kindness jar to the
top by putting the compassion attributes we learn about into action. I know that we can do it and earn a
surprise reward!
If you didn’t have a chance to join us at outdoor worship on October 25th to get your child’s “goody bag”
of materials and surprises, please contact me and I will gladly get your child’s bag to you. I am thrilled to
announce that we currently have 18 Kindergarten through Sixth Grade students joining us and possibly a
few more! If you have not registered yet and would like to or if you have a grandchild, friend, etc. in this
age group that would like to participate, please reach out to me. All are welcome! (cont’d on next page)
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Blessings!

The Christian Education team
cares about our youth and we
would love to hear your feedback
as we progress through the first
module. I am always here should
you have any questions or concerns. Please contact me, either at
gizmo8611@hotmail.com or
484.269.4602 with the best email
address for you and your child(ren)
so I can send the Zoom invitation
to you.

Valeri Harteg and Adrian Heredia
would like to introduce:
Mateo Alejandro Heredia
Born September 22 at 9:32PM
8.2 lbs . 21” long
Pictured here is Mateo being held
by grandma, Suzie Harteg!

Yours in Christ, Kim Nakonecznyj

Prayer Requests
Prayer Circle: You may call the church office at 610.777.7885 and ask for your prayer request to be put
on the prayer phone chain, also known as the prayer circle. When your request is received, a chain of calls
is initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in each group who will all be praying for your request. That’s
a lot of prayer! This is especially good for immediate and urgent requests. If you would like to be a participant in one of the groups or have a request after church hours, please notify the church office.
Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: As with the prayer circle, contact the
church with prayer requests and to remove people from the prayer list during worship
and in Grace Notes.
Please confirm: prayer circle and/or prayer list for worship/Grace Notes.

Thrivent Choice Dollars Received

Meals-on-Wheels Volunteers Needed

Thank you!

Penny Pinto coordinates volunteers of the “Red
Team” for Meals-on-Wheels. Currently, there is a
need for volunteers to help deliver meals on this
route. The red route consists mainly of Flying Hills
residents and takes about an hour to complete. The
majority of volunteers run the route only once per
month. Volunteers can sign up as individuals or as a
team, and just because most volunteers work only
once a month, there is no reason why volunteers
can’t do more! It’s up to those who desire to help
out! Reach out to Penny at 610.7774383., or Jackie
Grauel, Mifflin Center Coordinator, 610.777.5577.

Periodically, Thrivent notifies us when our members’ Thrivent Choice Dollars have been directed
to us. We would like to gratefully thank the following members for their participation in this
program:

William D. Redcay, Jr.
Linda L. Sepeda
Karl E. Sweigert
Linda F. Sweigert

Thank you for considering joining the red team.

If you are a Thrivent member, you, too, can designate your Thrivent Choice Dollars to Grace.
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For you to color
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I love the Fall. Maybe it’s because my birthday is in October or perhaps because of that extra hour of sleep we take back at the beginning
of November. Whatever the reason, the changing colors, the lengthening shadows, the cool evenings, Fall Festivals and apple dumplings
are all reminders for me that the crazy, busy days of summer are giving way to a time of reflection and thanksgiving.
The church year comes to an end in the Fall. It seems fitting that at
Grace we celebrate the end of the church year in a similar way.
On the first of November, we remember with thanksgiving those who
have gone before us. We have suffered the loss of many saints who
have died in the faith since last November. All Saints’ Day gives us a time to reflect, honor and remember
family and friends who have entered the Church Triumphant.

Throughout the month, we follow Christ’s example as we continue to share the bounty God has given us
through the myriad ministries that define our church family.
The church year ends on Sunday, November 22 as we celebrate the reign of Christ the King, thanking
God for the life and teachings of Christ that we have celebrated for the past twelve months.
After gathering with family and friends on Thanksgiving Day, on Sunday, November 29, we begin preparations for Christ’s birth, a time of hope, love, joy and peace as we await the light that Christ brings into
the world in a new year.
In the midst of the stress and chaos that appears to define this November, remember to take time to
pause, reflect, and be thankful.
Blessings,

Tim
Finance Committee

For the past few years, council has had to deal with a budget where expenses had grown disproportionately to our contributions; an acknowledgement that our interim pastor’s call and associated costs would not
be indefinite; all while coming to grips with the realities of attracting a full-time called pastor who would be
the right fit for Grace. The enormity of these issues led the executive officers of Grace to step up and take
the lead in guiding our path to achieve the position we now enjoy, a right-sized budget and a right-fit pastor.
At this point it would be more effective for council to utilize a finance committee to oversee and report on
the financial position of Grace. Marcie Bilger, Janis Eppley, and Ruth O’Leary have agreed to serve on the
committee, along with Pastor Colleen and me. We are still looking for a few more members, so if you
think you might be interested let anyone of us know and we can provide with you with some details regarding the responsibility.
The challenges noted above may have been addressed but only to make way for the current challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic. Grace is blessed by your ongoing generosity, and I can report that
we are within the parameters of our 2020 budget on both the contribution and expense sides. A big
THANK YOU to all!
We pray for your continued support through the end of 2020 and beyond, as we begin the 2021 process
for budgeting the many ministries offered by Grace. - Gary Yost
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Faces and Missions
of Grace

Church Council

Grace has been rich in community engagement, fiscal
responsibility and mission
outreach. Though the pandemic has limited some of
our activities,

we are the church, and must continue to be so. We are grateful for our members continuing the
mission of the church. Thank you… one and all!

Berks Encore exercise classes.

Outdoor Worship Service Set-up
Volunteers

Meals-on-Wheels

Our first Zoom hymn sing
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Grounds maintenance
Snacks collected for
Mifflin Power Packs

Some of the
Governor Mifflin
students who received the Power
Packs
Counter

Grace Food
Pantry

Knifty Knitters
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Church Staff
Rev. Colleen Cox ................................................... Pastor
Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate
Timothy Jenks ................ Director of Music Ministries
Deborah Jenks ...................................................Organist
Karen A. Nein .............................. Parish Administrator
Kim Nakonecznyj.......................... Christian Education
Coordinator
Brian Ruffner ........................................................ Sexton
Donald Rauber .................................................... Security

Weekly Worship Services posted
Online at www.graceshillington.org
Contact us:
Church phone: 610.777.7885
Fax: 610.777.3841
Pastor Colleen Cox
pastor@graceshillington.org
Tim Jenks
tjenks@graceshillington.org
Deb Jenks
djenks@graceshillington.org
Karen Nein
knein@graceshillington.org
Kim Nakonecznyj
ChristianEd@graceshillington.org
Church office
graceshillington@graceshillington.org

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA
Website: www.graceshillington.org

Communication with Pastor Colleen
While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following synod and CDC
guidelines to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not have regular office hours at the
church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her cell phone:
215.264.5274.
In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7.
Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on.
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.
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Congregation Council
Jim Thompson, President
Chip Bilger, Vice President
Marcie Bilger
Kelley Gallen, Secretary
Gary Yost, Treasurer*
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Jerry Crammer
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Chris Papada
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*Non-council member
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Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members
Editor: Karen A. Nein
Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko
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At this time, our usual coordinators and collators are on hiatus due to
COVID-19. Several volunteers are assisting in the office as needed.
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