
1 

May 2021 — Volume 88 Number 05 

30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA 19607 

Ph: 610.777.7885   Fax: 610.777.3841 

www.graceshillington.org 

GraCE TIDINGS 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

“For the Son of Man came to seek out and to save the lost.” 

Luke 19:10 

Recently I read an article that was entitled “The 
Lost Year.” And I thought about that title and it 
seemed like a very good description of this past 
year. On May 1, it will be one year since I began my 
ministry here at Grace and, “The Lost Year,” feels 
like an appropriate description of this past year. I 
STILL haven’t met everyone. I STILL haven’t been 
able to make visits in the hospital or nursing facili-
ties. I STILL haven’t led a worship service with 
people gathered in the sanctuary, singing and com-
muning together. I STILL haven’t shared one meal 
with any of you! Lost feels like such an appropriate 
way to see all that has happened.  

And then I reflected a little bit more and thought, 
well, sure all of that is true, but look at all we have-
n’t lost. We have managed in this past year to learn 
to be the church in all sorts of new and exciting 
ways. We have a beautiful, full, and vibrant online 
worship service that is offered weekly. We have 
renovated our air handling system in the fellowship 
hall and are now able to worship safely, while still 
maintaining COVID precautions, in that part of 
the building. We have held Sunday School, confir-
mation, and bible study by zoom. We have not 
missed a single committee or council meeting be-
cause we’ve held them by zoom. EVEN our Knifty 
Knitters figured out creative ways to be together 
and do their projects. We’ve continued our partner-
ship with Family promise and our food pantry dis-
tributions have only gotten larger and more neces-
sary. In a year that was filled with loss, we have cre-

ated new ways to serve our community and be the 
church together. Most importantly, God never lost 
sight of all the amazing ministries that we could 
continue to do and the new ways we could be in-
spired to serve our community.  

Too often we get caught up in the negatives and 
fail to see the positives. Too often we get caught up 
in what we miss and fail to see what we have 
gained. Now, all of that is not to forget the more 
than 550,000 people we have truly lost to this terri-
ble virus. And we honor and remember each and 
every one of those souls. But even in the grief there 
is an opportunity to look towards the new life and 
new opportunities we’ve been given.  

There is a blessing I’d like to share with you, and I 
am sorry because I have no idea who wrote it or 
where it comes from, but it goes like this: 

May your endings be embraced with fervor equal 
to what you gave your beginnings.  

May the stopping places in your life create a space 
for what is yet to be known.  

Instead of sorrow, may you find joy.  

Instead of hopelessness, may you find possibility. 

Instead of terror, may you find peace. 

When you face an ending, may you know it as an-
other beginning tinged with the potential of a small 
seed in dark soil.   

In the blackness of grief may life push through and 
soften your sadness. 

Cont’d. on next page 
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This past year has been a year filled with ashes, and 
death, and fear, and change. But we are a resurrec-
tion people. We are an Easter people who shout 
Christ is Risen, He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Like the 
signs of new life that are bursting all around us this 
Spring, we too are reawakening and coming to life 
as we move through this pandemic. We are not yet 
at the end, but with more and more people being 
vaccinated we are moving from being lost to finally 
emerging into new life and being a people who are 
found. We are an Easter people who witness that 
death does not have the final word, life is eternal, 
and most of all that God is bigger than we might 
ever have imagined. 

I pray that you will look at this past year not as one 
that has been lost, but instead as one which has 
brought us together, where the risen Christ has 
been walking beside us, and where we have each 
been given an opportunity to truly learn to be the 
church in new ways that are exciting and life giving.  

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

Pastor Colleen Cox 

Registration is now open for the Trouble the Wa-
ter: Racial Justice & Reconciliation event on Satur-
day, May 22. This is a completely virtual conference 
with our keynote speaker, the Rev. Cecee Mills, and 
featured speakers the Rev. Marsha Williams, Dr. 
Helen Davis, and as both a workshop leader and 
preacher for the event we have the Rev. James 
Thomas.This is a day of worship and workshops to 
better grow in our understanding of racial justice 
and reconciliation that is open to all people: Pas-
tors, Deacons, staff, lay member, non-church peo-
ple, etc. Some of the topics of the workshops are a 
biblical view against racism, white privilege, how 
congregations can support communities during so-

cial unrest, & what is implicit bias is all about. Reg-

ister from the synod’s website. Please register and 

join us for this important and timely event. A sug-
gested donation for the event is $25 per person.  

Spring Clean-Up 

It’s that time of year again for 
Grace’s annual Spring Clean-
up. The date is Saturday, May 
8, 2021, the Saturday before 
Mother’s Day. This year we are 
going to meet at 8 AM and 
clean up the church grounds, 
plant geraniums and THEN 

mulch immediately thereafter. We should be able to 
get this done in about three hours, providing we 
have a good turnout. As you know, this is always a 
good time to get together with other church mem-
bers to help make the church grounds look beauti-
ful. This is an outside activity, and we will still be 
able to social distance. If you can help, please let 
Mark Smith know by email, mmsmith4@ptd.net, 
text or phone, 610.763.0343. 

Calling All Gardeners 

We are looking for several people who are interest-
ed in keeping our church landscaping beautiful.   
Kelley Gallen and Sandie Rick have agreed to over-
see the “Garden Vol-
unteer Pro-
gram.”  They will or-
ganize this group and 
schedule work days as 
needed. Timing can be 
arranged to fit into the 
volunteers’ schedules.  
Please call or email 
Kelley or Sandie if you 
can help. 
  

Kelley Gallen:  

610-334-5692; Kelleygallen@gmail.com 
Sandie Rick:  
 

610-301-8856; Sandierick210@gmail.com 

 
                    Thank you! 

mailto:Kelleygallen@gmail.com
mailto:Sandierick210@gmail.com
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West Berks Mission District News 

WBMD Spring Assembly – Thursday, May 13th  
The assembly will begin at 
7:00 PM with a presentation 
by our NEPS Bishop Chris-
topher deForest.  He will 
share his ministry vision for 
our Synod and update us on 
information regarding up-
coming events including the 

virtual Synod Assembly June 4-5 and his installa-
tion as our Bishop June 5.  Following the Bishop, 
our Assembly work will include elections – for a 
WBMD Dean, a lay female liaison to the Synod 
Council, a lay female delegate to the 2022 ELCA 
Assembly and 2-3 members for the WBMD Coun-
cil. Nomination forms for synod council and 
ELCA assembly can be found on the WBMD web-
site.   

The meeting is open to all, but each congregation 
should have two members and their rostered min-
isters to serve as voting members for the elections.  

Anyone interested in participating in this meeting 
should contact the church office for Zoom link 
information.  

Special thanks to all who were involved with 

our Wednesday evening services in Lent! 

We began Lent on Ash Wednesday with a wonder-
ful recorded service that included leadership from 
more than 30 people from across the WBMD.  
This service was broadcast on Comcast and was 
also available on YouTube. Thanks to Matt Mellen 
and Trinity Reading for their work to put this ser-
vice together and to all who participated in the ser-
vice! 

On the other Wednesdays in Lent, we enjoyed 
gathering together on Zoom for a short worship 
service, coming together around the theme of 
Community.  Each week we had more than 40 
households joining us!  We heard the prayers, 
scripture readings and a message from a different 
pastor/deacon and lay people each week.  We had 
music recorded by musicians from 10 different 
congregations!  This was a wonderful, casual time 

of fellowship and worship together as the people 
of the West Berks Mission District. Thanks to all 
who helped to make it possible!  Thanks, too, to 
Trinity Robesonia for inviting us to their beautiful, 
live-streamed Holden Evening Prayer service that 
followed our Zoom worship.  Some of our folks 
really appreciated attending that service as well. 

 

 

Donation Request Reminder 

HOST WEEK – MAY 2-9 

There are currently 3 families in the program.  
Families of 2, 4 and 7 people respectively. Our 
main mission is to provide food for the families 
for our host week. With that in mind, the following 
items are being requested. If you are able to help 
out in ANY WAY great or small, please drop off 
your items to the church office NO LATER 
THAN THURSDAY, APRIL 29th. 

GROCERY GIFT CARDS:  Redner’s, Weis 
(preferably as these are closest to the housing 
units), Giant, Walmart and Target cards are also 
welcome.  Cards may be of whatever value you 
choose.  Our goal is to collect cards that will total 
$50.00 for each of the two smaller families and 
$75.00 for the larger family. 

PERSONAL ITEMS:  Diapers: girl size 6 and boys 
size 6, diaper wipes, feminine hygiene products, 
deodorant, shaving sticks, shaving cream, lotion, 
shampoo, conditioner. 

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS:  toilet paper, paper tow-
els, hand soap, laundry detergent, dryer sheets, 
trash bags (all sizes). 

WISH LIST ITEMS:  Best Buy gift cards towards 
the purchase of computers, window air condition-
ers and baby gates for the new housing units.  

All gift cards are given to the office staff personnel 
to distribute accordingly.  Please refer to April’s 
newsletter article for more items. 

Any questions please contact Suzie Harteg 610-223
-2696 or saharteg@gmail.com. Suzie will be pick-
ing up your generous donations to Family Promise 
on Monday, May 3. 
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Christian Symbol: Three Interwoven 

Circles 

Each circle in this symbol represents one of the 
Persons of the Holy Trinity — the Father, the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. The cir-
cles, having no beginning 
and no end, signify the Trin-
ity’s eternal nature. The cir-
cles’ interlacing symbolizes 
unity. In the center is a trian-
gle, an ancient symbol of the 
Trinity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sad to announce the passing of Betty Ruth 
on April 5. Our condolences to the family, mem-
bers Tina Bruno and Linda Sepeda as well as the 
Coldren and Ruth families. Gerald Hinkle also 
passed away  on April 7. He had resided at Mifflin 
Court and spent his last week in the comfort of his 
daughter’s home.  

Living Last Supper  

Thank you to: 

Rob Clark, Paul Schirmer, Dave Nowotarski, Gary Yost, Michael Schirmer, Bill Scheirer, Tim Jenks, Steve 
Koch , Scott Scheirer,  Don Kennedy, Jim Thompson, Dave Nakonecznyj, Mark Smith, Deb Jenks, The 
Senior Choir, Joan Kulp, Paul Eppley, Rob Skoniczin, Karen Nein and Pastor Colleen Cox. 

We hope you watched The Living Last Supper service this year. If not, it was only available for a short 
time on our website, due to limited rights for some of the music.  

Last year, just as we were starting our preparation for this service, everything was shut down because of 
COVID-19 and we weren’t sure if we would be able to have this service. The shut-down went from 
weeks to months to a year. 

Pastor Colleen, Tim and Deb Jenks, Karen Nein, Paul Eppley and Rob Skoniczin found a way for us to 
worship on line. This gave us a way to have The Living Last Supper service this year.  

The planning and scheduling that went on behind the scenes to film this service following CDC guide-
lines to keep everyone safe and distanced (we couldn’t find a table long enough to have everyone seated 
at) was spread out over several weeks. 

We know how much time Paul Eppley put in filming each segment, but that was small compared to how 
much time he spent splicing the service together. 

We don’t know how many hours Rob Skoniczin spent on the technical aspects of the service or Tim and 
Deb Jenks finding the right music for the service, but they put in a lot of time and effort, so we hope you 
will thank them. 

Thank you to those members of the Senior Choir for their beautiful singing and to Joan Kulp for her so-
lo. 

And to our “guys”... some of them have been doing this service for years and some stepped in for the 
first time...they all did a wonderful job. 

This is a beautiful service and we are very proud of everyone’s hard work.  

   

Bill Scheirer                         Toni Schirmer  
Executive Director                  Director                                               
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May Sponsorships  

We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, and the Reading Eagle ad, which 
provides information about our worship services 
and Sunday School.  

Janis Eppley graciously thanks everyone who volun-
teered to deliver Easter flowers. Our homebound 
members really appreciated them. 

In addition to the sponsored flowers for the altar 
and our homebound members, beautiful flowers 
were provided by Kelley Gallen and Melissa Smith 
for the in-person worship service on Easter. Some 
of these potted plants may be planted in the Church 
gardens by our Grounds Committee. 

May 2 —5th Sunday of Easter 

Flowers—Pastor Colleen, celebrating the 30th birth-
day of her daughter, Rebecca 

Eagle Ad —  available 

Eternal Flame — available 

May 9—6th Sunday of Easter 

Flowers — Suzie Harteg, in honor of the 11th 
birthday of her granddaughter, Madisyn 

Eagle Ad — Karen Nein, in honor of the 43rd 
birthday of her son, Matthew Shaw 

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg, in loving memory 
of Blaine 

May 16—7th Sunday of Easter 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  Suzie Harteg, in loving memory 
of Ardelle Herzog 

May 23—Pentecost and Confirmation 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

May 30—The Holy Trinity 

Flowers — Karen Nein, remembering those who 
gave their lives for our freedom; and, 

Rich Naugle, in memory of Clair Naugle and Lu-
ther Buckert, WWI Dough Boys who conversed 
with the Germans in Pennsilweeni Deitsch 

Eagle Ad — Christy and Mark Werner, celebrat-
ing Madison’s 8th birthday 

Eternal Flame —  Christy and mark Werner, cel-
ebrating Madison’s 8th birthday 

 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20) and the Eternal Flame ($10) are available 

as noted above and throughout the rest of the 

year. We accept multiple sponsors for any item 

and any date. Please call the office or email Karen 

to sponsor any available date for these three items. 
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Special dates in May 

 National Day of Prayer, May 6, 2021 

 Mother’s Day, May 9, 2021 

 Ascension Day, May 13, 2021 

 Pentecost, May 23, 2021 

 Victoria Day (Canada), May 24, 2021 

 Trinity Sunday, May 30, 2021 

 Memorial Day, May 31, 2021 

The Craft Fair Com-
mittee is looking to 
have a craft fair once 
again this year, after 
having canceled last 
year's fair due to the 
virus. The tentative 
date for this year is No-
vember 13. We are 
looking for a volunteer 
to be the food coordi-
nator for the 
fair. Although the 
menu is very simple, 
this person should have 

some experience in a kitchen setting if possible.  

Food Coordinator duties are:  

1.  Purchasing breakfast and lunch items and any 
other food offered at the fair with the help of food 
committee members. 

2.  Making and serving breakfast and lunch the day 
of the fair with help from food committee mem-
bers. 

3.  Cleaning up kitchen and food items after lunch. 
Once done, is free to leave; does not have to stay 
until fair ends. 

The coordinator has the assistance of a great com-
mittee at his/her disposal. Nancy Smith solicits 
volunteers for kitchen duty during the fair as well 
as preparation and cleanup, so there is a good 
backup team. Notes are available from the prior 
food coordinator as well.  

The food coordinator would need to attend ap-
proximately four organizational meetings prior to 
the fair as well. This year will be our 9th fair, so 
things are pretty much down to a science.  

For questions and/or additional information, 
please contact Lynne Hammerschmidt at 610-777-
9893 during the afternoon hours or at by email          
lhammer3@comcast.net.  Thank you!  

Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: You may call the 
church office at 610.777.7885 and ask 
for your prayer request to be put on 
the prayer phone chain, also known 

as the prayer circle. When your request is received, 
a chain of calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or 
5 people in each group who will all be praying for 
your request. That’s a lot of prayer! This is especial-
ly good for immediate and urgent requests. If you 
would like to be a participant in one of the groups 
or have a request after church hours, please notify the 
church office. 

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: As 
with the prayer circle, contact the church with 
prayer requests and to remove people from the 
prayer list during worship and in Grace Notes. 

Please confirm: prayer circle and/or prayer list for 
worship/Grace Notes. 

If you haven’t had the chance to watch our 

YouTube Channel, we highly recommend it! The 
best way to get there is by going to our website and 
clicking on the logo. 

You will find messages, sermons and prayers from 
Pastor Colleen, Pastor reading children’s books, 
and music by our members and friends. When you 
subscribe, every time something new is posted, you 
will be notified.  

All our church services are also found on 
YouTube. 

Altar Guild for May 
Nancy Berry 

Barbara Macczak 

Vivian Naugle 

The Altar Guild still needs 2-liter bottles, rinsed and cut 
to measure 8 inches tall for altar flower delivery. 

  

 YouTube Channel 

mailto:lhammer3@comcast.net
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Thrivent Choice Dollars 

We are excited to be notified that a deposit of $575 

has been deposited into our checking account 

through Thrivent Choice Dollars®. Members who 

designated their dollars to help us include:  

Faye L. Grauf 

Michael B. Miller 

James R. Reaser 

Janice S. Reaser 

David L. Roper 

John E. Spitko 

Thank you for your continued support! 

If you are a Thrivent member, and want to learn 
more, go online at Thrivent.com or call 800-847-
4836, and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” 

Dogs’ Best Friend 

A 71-year-old graduate in Turkey has become an 
inspiration to many. Fevzi Uyar had retired after 
teaching biology for 42 years but decided to pursue 
another degree. Known as the “grandfather” of 
homeless animals, he routinely traveled 90 miles 
every two days to feed stray dogs, who came to 
recognize his van. Uyar also built dozens of ply-
wood shelters, complete with rugs and blankets, 
for the dogs. 

But Uyar often encountered dogs needing medical 
care and racked up debts with a local veterinarian, 
so he enrolled in classes himself. The recent gradu-

ate now vaccinates and treats the animals he loves 
so much. 

“God spoke: ‘Let us make human beings in our 
image, … so they can be responsible for … every 
animal that moves on the face of Earth’” (Genesis 
1:26, MSG). Fevzi Uyar’s care for stray dogs beau-
tifully reflects God’s intent for creation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank Moo Very Much!  

No that’s not a typo, we are just so excited about 
all the money raised to be able to buy farm animals 
for families in need!! With your generous dona-
tions, we raised $2581.46 and with this we are able 
purchase three complete family farms, one com-
munity garden with bees, two goats, three pigs and 
several chicks through ELCA World Hunger. We 
hope you enjoyed seeing the barn animals 
“roaming” through Grace’s barn yard!   

Thank you, thank you, thank you!  

Cultivating Kindness 

Kind hearts are the gardens. 

Kind thoughts are the roots. 

Kind words are the flowers. 

Kind deeds are the fruits. 

  

Take care of your garden 

and keep out the weeds. 

Fill it with sunshine, 

kind words and kind deeds. 

      - Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 
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How to Register for In-Person 

Worship Services 

In case you missed this article last month, please 
read now so you, too, can enjoy our in-person wor-
ship services being offered weekly.. 

We began in-person worship services in the Fellow-
ship Hall on March 7. Registrations are required be-
cause seating is limited to 75. Emails are sent to 
everyone whose email address we have. If you have 
email and are not receiving our emails, please check 
your junk and other non-primary folders. If you still 
do not see our emails, then contact the office to 
verify that we have your current email address. 

For those with email, go to the 
“REGISTRATION” button. Register yourself and 
anybody coming with you. Registering ‘Joe and 
Mary Smith’ does not provide us with a head count. 
Joe Smith should register, and then add Mary Smith 
as his guest. That tells us TWO people. You can 
register as many as six individuals. We set up chairs 
by the number in a group. If you want to sit with 
someone with whom you see regularly, please tell us 
in the notes. So, if your adult daughter registers by 
herself, you may add in the notes, ‘please make sure 
that my daughter and her family can sit with me.” (a 
name is also helpful) 

If you do not have a computer or email, you can 
register by calling the office.  

The deadline for registering is the end of day on the 
Wednesday prior to the Sunday service. The seating 
chart is made up on Thursday, and since the office 
is closed on Friday and chairs set up on Friday af-
ternoon, there is no wiggle room for changes. 

Please note that just because you register one week 
does not mean you are automatically signed up for 
future services. The office is unable to keep track of 
individual requests for future sign-ups. Please ad-
here to these guidelines as we are trying to keep the 
workload down for staff and volunteers alike. 

AND, if you would like to volunteer to assist with 
the services — ushering and tearing down after-
wards, please notify Toni Schirmer. She would love 
to have additional volunteers! Contact her at 
610.775.0215 or tmschirmer@verizon.net. 

2021 Graduates 

Do you have a child or grandchild graduating from 
high school or college this year? If so, we would like 
to hear from you! Please tell us names and any fu-
ture plans your graduate may have. If the graduate 
prefers, he or she may write an article themselves to 
include in the next newsletter. Our members really 
enjoy hearing about other members, especially the 
young people who are so very busy. 

We will be planning something special for our grad-
uates and would appreciate your help. 

NOTICE 

The next edition of the newsletter will be a two-
month issue: June and July. 

What does this mean? It means that if you want 
something included, news about something happen-
ing in July, the information needs to be given to Ka-
ren in the office by May 15, the usual newsletter 
deadline.  

 

 

 

 

 

are BACK!! 

Socializing. Knitting. Crocheting.  

If you’d like to join the Knifty Knitters, they are 
back to meeting on a monthly basis. Currently 
meeting in the Fellowship Hall at 1:30 PM on the 
third Tuesday of every month, they gladly welcome 
new participants. Call Pinto for more information: 
610.334.9875. 
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Thank You for Your Continued Support 

We are thankful for your continued support of contributions of cash, 
check, or through VANCO. 

Blessings to you! 

In Our Own Backyard!! 

Join us for a Saturday hike at French Creek State 
Park to enjoy the beautiful outdoors and the com-
pany of each other. We will meet at the boat launch 
at 10:00 AM to start our hike around the lake. Allow 
about 30 minutes travel time from Shillington. If 
you want to sit in the great outdoors and relax, take 
a shorter stroll, or follow the path less traveled, it is 
all up to you!   

Where: French Creek Hopewell Boat 
Launch, 785 Scott’s Run Rd., Elverson, PA 
19520 (look for the boat launch on the map) 

When:  Saturday, May 15th at 10:00AM 

What:  Approx. 2.5 mile hiking loop around 
Hopewell Lake 

What to bring:  

 Good walking shoes 

 Water 

 Insect repellent 

 A snack or lunch for after the hike 

 A smile :)  

For more information, contact Melissa Smith, 
mnmsmith4@msn.com, or 610-413-4774. 



10 

On Sunday, March 7, we re-united for in-person 
worship in Fellowship Hall. The overwhelming pos-
itive response from those who immediately regis-
tered to attend was very gratifying. As the staff con-
tinued to put the final touches on both the weekly 
in-person and online worship services, we were all 
trying to figure out how we could make that space 
look like an actual “worship space.” It was rather 
daunting, considering the basketball hoops are still 
there. 

To the rescue arrived Kelley Gallen and Melissa 
Smith. These two women are exceptionally creative 
and transformed Fellowship Hall – all within seven 
days. Considering we were beginning the journey to 
the cross, Fellowship Hall portrayed the Lenten sea-
son. There is a starkness to Lent, but in that stark-
ness there is exceptional beauty. Their commitment 
to creating that aura was captured with stones, 
sticks, and dried flowers; the earthy hues of brown 
and gray. 

Then Easter Sunday arrived with all its’ splendor, 
magnificent flo-
ral displays, a 
white flowing 
drape around 
the cross hold-

ing a stunning floral arrangement, and bright white 
panels that punctuated the altar in a striking way. By 
adding the stones to the gorgeous multi-colored 
plants in front of the altar, they re-created God’s 
garden.  It truly took my breath away.  In addition 
to that, they put a stained glass covering on the win-
dows. After speaking with Melissa and Kelley, a new 
ministry at Grace has been born - the Worship Arts 
Ministry.   

A very special thank you to Kelley and Melissa for 
adding not only their artistic touch, but also a new 
dimension to Grace’s worship experience. I can’t 
wait to see what they are planning for Pentecost and 
beyond!!! - Deb Jenks 

 

Note: the white drapes ap-
pear pink due to the stage 
lights. 

From the 

ORGAN BENCH 
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Memorial Day 

Is it enough to think today 

Of all our brave, then put away 

The thought until a year has sped? 

Is this full honor for our dead? 

 Is it enough to sing a song 

And deck a grave; and all year long 

Forget the brave who died that we 

Might keep our great land proud and free? 

Full service needs a greater toll, 

That we who live give heart and soul 

To keep the land they died to save, 

And be ourselves, in turn, the brave! 

—Annette Wynne 

Loving an EGR 

During a conversation over coffee, a friend men-
tioned an “EGR.” I had to interrupt and ask for a 
definition: Extra Grace Required — in other words, 
people who can seem tough to love. Often, they’re 
the most in need of love because they’re hurting. Per-
haps Jesus was referring to EGRs when he said, “If 
you love only those who love you, what reward is 
there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do that 
much” (Matthew 5:46, NLT). 

Truly loving others — even EGRs — might not be 
as tough as we think. Simple gestures such as smil-
ing, truly listening, sending a note or extending an 
invitation go a long way toward expressing care and 
softening hearts. 

At times, we all require extra grace. Thankfully, God 
has an unlimited amount to extend to us and then 
through us. Out of joy, we can find ways — even 
simple ones — to share God’s grace and love with 
people who need it. 

—Janna Firestone 
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Grace Tidings Staff 
Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members  
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Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko  
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Rosemary Witmer, Barbara Wolfe 

Weekly Worship Services posted 
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Contact us: 
Church phone: 610.777.7885 Fax: 610.777.3841 

 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
 Church office graceshillington@graceshillington.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA 

Website: www.graceshillington.org 

Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ................................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ................ Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein  .............................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj .......................... Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  .................................................... Security 

Communication with Pastor Colleen 

While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following synod and CDC 
guidelines to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not have regular office hours at the 
church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her cell phone: 
215.264.5274. Please note that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on these days 
ONLY in case of an emergency, please. 

In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7.  

Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

