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GraCE TIDINGS 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

The day of my spiritual awakening was the day I saw – and knew I saw – all 
things in God and God in all things. 

Mechtild of Magdeburg 

There is a book by Barbara Brown Taylor called, 
“An Altar in the World.” The main idea of the book 
is how the author learned to encounter God be-
yond the walls of any church. She speaks about be-
ing intentional about paying attention to the sacred 
in our everyday life. Whether that is at work, at 
home, taking a walk, praying, making dinner, giving 
the kids a bath, gardening, driving, etc… her point 
is that everything we do becomes an act of devo-
tion if we pay attention to what we are doing and 
how God is in everything we do. It’s about paying 
attention to how God is in all moments of our 
lives, even when we think there could be nothing 
sacred in what we are doing.  

For example, when I am seated on a sandy beach, 
staring at the ocean waves, I always feel the pres-
ence of the Holy all around me. I have always felt 
that the ocean was a sacred place where I could see, 

hear, and literally breathe in the Holy Spirit all 
around me. But when I am cleaning my house, or 
running errands, or paying bills I cannot say that I 
feel the presence of God as viscerally as if I were 
seated on the beach. It’s not that I don’t think God 
is with me in the everyday, ordinary tasks, but I am 
not always paying close attention to God’s presence 
in the menial tasks of life.  

This reminded me of the story of Jacob in the book 
of Genesis. When Jacob left Beersheba and set out 
for Haran he reached a rocky wilderness, put a 
stone under his head, and went to sleep. He had a 
dream that night that changed his life forever. 
When he awoke he said, “Surely the Lord is in this 
place, and I was not aware of it.” (Gen 28:16)  Ja-
cob then took the stone that had been under his 
head that night, poured oil on it, and named the 
place, Bethel, which means House of God. When 
this happened to Jacob there was no temple in Je-
rusalem yet, there was no one designated place for 
people to worship or come and make offerings. At 
that time people were free to see the whole world 
as an altar, which meant that God stayed on the 
move and the divine could appear anywhere.  

It seems to me, in thinking about this book and in 
reflecting on the story of Jacob, that we have in our 
modern times forgotten this aspect of the Holy. 
That we have forgotten about how our God has 
always been “on the move.” We 

Cont’d. on next page 
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come to church on Sundays to encounter God but 
we so often forget that the physical boundaries of 
our church cannot hold God and that God is still 
on the move. God is still at work in the world, all 
the time, everywhere, and so often in the most or-
dinary of circumstances and in the most menial of 
tasks. We have forgotten that the whole world is 
the House of God. Jesus even reminded us of this 
when folks came to him wanting to know more 
about God he told them to pay attention to the lil-
ies of the field and the birds of the air, to women 
kneading bread and workers lining up for their pay.  

As we begin the summer season, where our days 
are longer, where we often take vacations that af-
ford us the simple gift of time, I wonder if we 
could remember we can learn as much about the 
ways of God from paying attention to the world as 
we can from paying attention to Scripture? God 
can come to us in the reading of Scripture on a 
Sunday morning and God can come to us by a still 
pond on a lazy summer’s day, or in the hanging of 
the newly washed sheets on a clothes line, or on a 
walk with a friend on a cool summer’s evening. The 
House of God stretches from one corner of the 
earth to the other and we can choose to pay atten-
tion or we can choose to walk on by. This summer 
wouldn’t it be wonderful to stop what we are doing 
long enough to notice where we are, who we are 
there with, and how awesome this place is? Would-
n’t it be great to really see the Divine in what we 

are doing, maybe even setting a stone there and 
saying a blessing, before moving on to the next 
place?  

Barbara Brown Taylor says, “Earth is so thick with 
divine possibility that it is a wonder we can walk 
anywhere without cracking our shins on altars.” 
God came to Jacob in a vision, right where he was. 
He slept in the House of God. He woke at the gate 
of heaven. None of that was his doing. The only 
thing he did right was to see where he was and say 
so. Then he turned his pillow into an altar and 
praised God who had come to him where he was. 
This summer, may we all pay attention to the Di-
vine moments we experience in the House of God, 
may we take the time to offer our praise and 
thanksgiving, and then may we gather together in 
community and perhaps share those places and 
times with one another. May we all be inspired and 
held in awe by one another’s stories of how God 
encounters us each and every day. May we all learn 
to pay attention to the presence of God in our lives 
so that we can remember that God is always paying 
attention to us.  

Summer Blessings!!  

 

 

Pastor Colleen Cox                     

 

 

Dean’s Election 

On Thursday, May 13 the West Berks Mission Dis-
trict Assembly was held by zoom. As part of the 
business portion of this assembly a new Dean was 
elected. I am very humbled and surprised to report 
that I have been elected as Dean of the West Berks 
Mission District. What is a Dean and what does a 
Dean do? The Dean serves as an advisor to the 
Bishop and assists in representing the synod and 
mission district at important events in congregations 
and communities. So what does this mean for 
Grace? Well, it means that I will be spending some 

of my time filling this new role. However, what I 
want to make clear to everyone is that Grace is my 
first priority. I am your called Pastor and my heart is 
with Grace. Everything that happens as Dean 
comes secondary to my position here as Pastor. I 
am so excited for this opportunity to be sent out 
into our Mission District as Dean to serve God in a 
new way and I really need your help. I need your 
prayers, your love, and your support. As a matter of 
fact, I’m counting on it. This new opportunity is 
one that we will embark on together. Strengthened 
and made new by God’s love we will walk arm and 
arm down this new path safe in the knowledge that 
God has gone ahead of us to make the way clear 
and to welcome us with open arms when we arrive. 
That is one of my favorite parts of the Gospel story 
we hear on Easter day from the 16th chapter of 
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Mark’s gospel; “he is going ahead of you to Galilee; 
there you will see him.” What good news that we 
have a God that goes ahead of us into all the new 
places in our lives. What a comfort to know that 
God makes a way, and waits for us to arrive, and 
loves us throughout the journey.  

Thank you for your prayers. Thank you for your 
support. And thank you for joining with me in this 
exciting new part of our journey together.  

Blessings, Pastor Colleen Cox 

 

Received by hand-written note: 

Dear Pastor Cox  and members of Grace, 

Your prayers and cards were much appreciated 
during my recent time at home due to a broken 
ankle. 

I could feel the love and caring which made the 
healing go quickly. 

Thanks again, Cheryl Gable 

From Pastor David Roper: 

Thank you to everyone who donated used and new 
gardening tools for the community garden for the 
lower income people near me. The 4’ x 8’ plots are 
beginning to actually take shape and the workers 
are looking forward to eating the fruits of their la-
bor! 

In God’s love, Pastor David 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

In early May, we received a direct deposit from 
Thrivent for the Thrivent Choice Dollars for one 
member. 

Susan Bamburak 

Thank you to everyone who directs their Thrivent 
Choice Dollars to Grace. If you are a Thrivent 

member and would also like to participate, contact 
your Thrivent representative or go online. 

A Spirit of Generosity 

Sometimes we just move through our days and we 
take things for granted. We move from day to day 
and we don’t stop to say thank you to the people in 
our lives and/or in our congregation who just con-
tinue to give. I want to stop and say thank you to 
all those who showed up on Saturday, May 8 and 
spread mulch, and planted geraniums, and weeded 
and made the property around the church look so 
beautiful. I want to stop and say thank you to all of 
you who take the time to film yourself as a lector, 
or offer your talents to our online worship as a 
singer or playing an instrument, or who ring bells 
or who offer your time as an usher at our indoor 
worship. I want to stop and say thank you to eve-
ryone who continues to put their talents to use 
putting our online worship services together. And I 
want to stop and say thank you to all of you who 
continue to be so generous with your weekly offer-
ings. There is such a spirit of generosity here at 
Grace and I am so deeply grateful to every one of 
you for the ways you share your time, your prayers, 
your faith, your giving, and yourselves so that min-
istry can continue to flourish and grow here at 
Grace. I see Christ in each and every one of you. 
Thank you church!!   

In deepest gratitude,   

Pastor Colleen 

Do You Shop at Redner’s? 

Don’t forget to save your sales slips from Redner’s 
Markets and turn them in to the church! Through 

Redner’s Save-A-Tape program, Redner’s Markets 
will donate to the church 1% of the total spent. 
This money supports various youth activities here 
at Grace. All that is required is that you use your 
Redner’s Reward/Save-A-Tape card at check-out 
each time you make a purchase at Redner’s Mar-
kets. Doing this will designate your sales receipt as 
eligible for the Save-A-Tape program. 
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June and July Sponsorships  

We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, and the Reading Eagle ad, which 
provides information about our worship services 
and Sunday School.  

June 6 —Pentecost 2 

Flowers—Suzie Harteg in honor of the 6th birthday 
of grandson, Austin 

Eagle Ad —  John and Bev Kriczky in memory of 
Barry Davidheiser 

Eternal Flame — available 

June 13—Pentecost 3 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame — available 

June 20—Pentecost 4 

Flowers — Janice, Karen, Loren and Marcie in 
memory of their father, J. Robert Rickenbach, Jr., 
on his birthday, June 17 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

June 27—Pentecost 5 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

Remember Rodgers and Hammerstein’s musical, Carousel? Midway through Act 
1, just after Julie and Billy’s beautiful duet, “If I Loved You,” cousin Nettie opens 
the next scene with a robust chorus, “June is Bustin’ Out All Over.” I can imag-
ine that as you read this, many of you, sitting comfortably at home, have gotten 
up out of your chairs and begun to sashay across the room belting out this classic 
at the top of your lungs! And after this year of constraint, who can blame you? 
We have been waiting a long time to bust out all over! 

As we begin these warm days of graduations, community days, and fireworks; these days of rejoining 
with family and friends and reacquainting with neighbors, I would like to thank you for being a part of 
worship at Grace, and encourage you to continue to participate no matter where your travels take you 
this summer. When you’re in town, join us in person. When you’re out of town, join us online. And 
when you feel called to do so, please consider sharing your stewardship as a reader, a musician or a 
passer-of-the-peace with your family here at Grace. There’s always room for one more at God’s table. 

Blessings, Tim 

July 4– Pentecost 6 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

July 11– Pentecost 7 

Flowers — Suzie Harteg in honor of the 3rd 
birthday of granddaughter Kelsi 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

July 18– Pentecost 8 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

July 25– Pentecost 9 

Flowers — Gene Steffey in memory of his moth-
er, Mary M. Steffey, on her birthday 

Eagle Ad — John and Bev Kriczky in honor of 
Addie’s 10th birthday 

Eternal Flame —  Skip and Nancy O’Leary in 
celebration of granddaughter Angela Long’s 17th 
birthday 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20) and the Eternal Flame ($10) are available 

as noted above and throughout the rest of the 

year. We accept multiple sponsors for any item 

and any date. Please call the office or email Karen 

to sponsor any available date for these three items. 
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Altar Guild for June  

Shirley Rhein 

Gloria Schneiderhan 

and July 

Cindy Shaffer 

Opening for someone who wants to get involved 

The Altar Guild still needs 2-liter bottles, rinsed and cut 
to measure 8 inches tall for altar flower delivery to our 
homebound or hospitalized members. 

Monday, Memorial Day, May 31 

10 AM 

Fairview Cemetery, 310 Fourth Street, 

Shillington 
Grace Lutheran and Immanuel UCC are pleased to 
continue the long-standing tradition of gathering in 
the hallowed grounds of the Fairview Cemetery to 
commemorate Memorial Day with prayer, readings 
and music. There will also be a ceremony at Shil-
lington Borough Hall at 11 AM. 
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: You may call the 
church office at 610.777.7885 and ask 
for your prayer request to be put on 
the prayer phone chain, also known as 
the prayer circle. When your request is 

received, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups 
with 4 or 5 people in each group who will all be 
praying for your request. That’s a lot of prayer! 
This is especially good for immediate and urgent 
requests. If you would like to be a participant in 
one of the groups or have a request after church hours, 
please notify the church office. 

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: As 
with the prayer circle, contact the church with 
prayer requests and to remove people from the 
prayer list during worship and in Grace Notes. 

Please confirm: prayer circle and/or prayer list for 
worship/Grace Notes. 

If you haven’t had the chance to watch our 

YouTube Channel, we highly recommend it! The 
best way to get there is by going to our website and 
clicking on the logo. 

All our church services are also found on 
YouTube. 

In God’s Hands 

In Keep a Quiet Heart, Christian missionary Elisabeth 
Elliot ponders the faith implications of fretting 
about days to come. “Today is mine; tomorrow is 
none of my business,” she writes. “If I peer anx-
iously into the fog of the future, I will strain my 
spiritual eyes so that I will not see clearly what is 
required of me now.” 

And what’s the alternative? Instead of dwelling on 
times to come, which we can’t change anyway, El-
liot recommends: “Leave it all in the hands that 
were wounded for you.” 

Christian Symbol: Wedding 

Symbol 

This version of the Chi Rho features 
two interlocking rings on a cross. It 
symbolizes the partnership two peo-

ple make with God as they unite. The Wedding 
Cross also symbolizes a couple’s commitment to 
grow together in God’s grace and love.  

Christian Symbol: Oil 

In the Old Testament, oil 
symbolized consecration to 
God. The temple altar and 
king’s heads were anointed 
with oil to set them apart as 
holy. In the New Testa-

ment, oil often represented the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
and his followers were anointed for their ministries 
(see Luke 4:18 and Acts 10:38).   

The Flavor of the Gospel 

“You are the salt of the earth. But what good is salt 
if it has lost its flavor?” (Matthew 5:13, NLT). 
These words from Jesus might seem strange to us 
— can salt lose its flavor? But in New Testament 
times, most of the salt used as seasoning, preserva-
tive, medicinal aid and more came from the Dead 
Sea, where impurities often compromised its use-
fulness, especially its flavor. 

Jesus urges his disciples — including us — to not 
let the flavor of the gospel be suppressed in our 
lives. What might do this? Teachings that treat pat-
riotism, prosperity or any other value as equal to 
Jesus; the tendency to elevate one nation, church 
denomination, theological understanding or reli-
gious tradition above all others; such intense focus 
on the laws of ancient Israel that we neglect the 
superseding grace of God. But neither should we 
force the gospel on people, like overpowering their 
food by dumping in too much salt at once. 

As followers of Jesus, we’re the salt of the earth. 
Let us use his good news to gently season others’ 
lives with service and love. 

The Word in Season  

The third quarter issue is now availa-
ble. Pick one up when you arrive for in
-person worship or any time the office 
is open. 
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WELCOME to our 
newest council mem-
bers: Linda Sepeda 
and Molly Clark. 

Farewell and THANK 
YOU to our council 
members who are 

leaving council:  Kelley Gallen, Chris Papada, Jerry 
Crammer, and Traci Adami 

Pastor visits: Anyone  interested in having Pastor 
Colleen visit and share a time of communion please 
call the church office to schedule a time. 

Current Facility Usage: All groups are back using 
the facility and all are following our COVID guide-
lines. 

Update on the HVAC upgrade in the Fellowship 
Hall: the air conditioning units are fully operational. 

Spring clean-up: On May 8th, a group of 9 people 
led by Mark Smith, mulched and weeded the 
grounds of the church to make it welcoming to the 
community.  Great job! 

UNITED WAY GRANT: Gary Yost submitted an 
application for a COVID response grant in the 
amount of $20,000.00. It was approved in May.  
This grant is to help offset the cost of the HVAC 
upgrade project. 

Christian Education: the Sunday School completed 
their last zoom class on Sunday, May 16th.  We are 
planning an in-person, outdoor gathering with the 
kids on June 6th to celebrate the school year. 

Congregational Ministries: look for information to 
come about an ice cream social event on Sunday, 
August 8th!! 

God’s Work, Our Hands 

On Sunday, September 12th we will participate in 
the God’s Work, Our Hands service day. This day 
is an opportunity to celebrate who we are as the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America — one 
church, freed in Christ to serve and love our neigh-
bor. On Sept. 12th the nearly 10,000 congregations 
of this denomination will gather to serve communi-
ties in ways that share the love of God with all of 
God’s people. The ELCA Presiding Bishop, Eliza-
beth Eaton says, “God’s work. Our hands.’ Sunday re-
minds us that we are church together for the sake of the 

world. Our lives have been changed by our relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ, and it’s that encounter with Jesus 
that frees us to make a difference.” The idea for the day is 
that all the congregations in the ELCA would desig-
nate this one day as a day of service and when we 
serve we would be doing so alongside the 4 million 
other Lutherans across the country.  

To that end, following worship on Sept. 12th we 
will be putting together personal hygiene bags and 
paper product bags for our Food Pantry families. 
We are going to be collecting these items for our 
food pantry during the months of June, July and 
August. We will need the following items in new 
condition. Please drop them off in a box available at 
church on Sundays or drop them off to the church 
office during the week. We need all items by Sun-
day, September 5th. 

Items for personal hygiene bags: 

 Toothbrushes - individual 

 Toothpaste 

 mouthwash (small containers) 

 Soap/body wash 

 Shampoo 

 Deodorant 

 Hand cream/ body lotion 

 Socks 

Items for paper product bags: 

 Kleenex tissues 

 Toilet paper  

 Napkins 

 Paper towels  

 

**We will also need gallon size Ziploc bags for this 
project, so if you wanted to donate these as well it 
would be appreciated. 

We hope that as many of you as possible will set 
aside September 12th for a time of fellowship and 
service to our Lord. Imagine if all 10,000 congrega-
tions across the country dedicated September 12th as 
a day of service? Imagine all the ways God could 
use us to be God’s hands in the world?! Please con-
sider joining us for this time of fellowship, ministry, 
and service.  

The Congregational Ministries Committee 

Highlights Highlights 
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I and the guests of Family Promise want to send out a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who made dona-
tions for our recent host week. We received everything we needed in abundance. Your generosity goes 
beyond words. 

THANK YOU - THANK YOU - THANK YOU 

One of the families of 4 “graduated” from the program on May 9th and moved into their own apartment. 
They had been in the program since March 2. Another family of 5 moved into the program on May 11. 
Obviously, the need is great. Family Promise does their best to get families back on their feet and into 
their own homes as soon as possible. A lot of things have to line up to make that happen. Please keep the 
families and the Family Promise staff in your thoughts and prayers!  

Farewell Elise! 
As previously posted on our social media platforms, our Executive Director Elise Chesson is 
leaving Family Promise to a position at a nonprofit in Montgomery County as a Chief Ad-
vancement Officer. We cannot understate Elise's contributions to Family Promise in the last 
four years and all that she has done for the families and community in Berks County. Staff 
members are excited for her future endeavors but saddened to see her go as she will be greatly 
missed. Family Promise now seeks out a new Executive Director. Please see our press release 
on the Family Promise website. 

Our next “host” week is set for July 25 to August 1st. At the time this newsletter goes to print and is for 
June/July, the only request I have at this time, would be for us to collect grocery gift cards, i.e. Redner’s, 
Weis or Giant. You may drop them off at the church office at any time. 

I am sensitive to the fact that Grace will be asking for donations for other causes over the summer. To 
that end, I will have the church office send out an email blast towards the end of June with more specific 
items needed. Our families are typically in the program for 90 days. By the time our next host week 
comes we may/should have different families in the program with different needs, i.e. size of diapers, 
children’s clothing, etc. 

As always, if you have ANY questions or suggestions, do not hesitate to contact me. 

Your friend in Christ, 

Suzie Harteg 

saharteg@gmail.com 

610-223-2696 

UPDATE from 

mailto:saharteg@gmail.com
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Off for the  

Summer 

 

The Knifty Knitters have been very busy, and be-
tween their recent creations and the supply of items 
from the last couple of years, donated 35 lap robes 
to St. Joseph’s chemo unit and 42 lap robes to Tow-
er Health at Home. 

They have decided that, with the past year being so 
confined, to take the summer off and commence 
with meetings in September. Stay tuned for the up-
dates in the August newsletter! 

Thank you, Knifty Knitters, for all you do. 

 

 

Save the date: August 8 

We are planning an Ice 
Cream Social on Sunday, 
August 8 at 2 PM at the 
Shillington Park. More 
information will be pro-
vided in July. Please 
SAVE THE DATE and 
plan to attend. There will 
be ice cream, games and 
time to just share fun 

and fellowship. And, oh, yeah, there will be ICE 
CREAM!! All are welcome!! 

(details will be forthcoming in an email, so if you 
are not currently receiving emails, notify the office 
to update your information. If you do not have 
email, call the office in July for more information). 

In-Person Worship Update 

As we move into the lazy days of summer many of you have asked when we will return to worship 
in our sanctuary. Please know that our leadership is following the ever-changing guidance of the 
CDC and state and local government and our NEPA Synod as we seek to answer this question. The 
latest guidance relating to easing capacity restrictions and removal of other restrictions is encourag-
ing. Certainly the trend is very positive, but the number of room air exchanges and time spent to-
gether in the Sanctuary still have an impact on transmission risk. As a way of moving forward we 
are going to take a tiered approach to returning to worship in the Sanctuary. We will continue, for 
the time being, to hold our in-person worship in Fellowship Hall but we will no longer require res-
ervations. The leadership feels with the change in CDC guidelines that we will not need to maintain 
the six foot distancing and the restrictions on numbers at worship. We are going to continue to ask 
everyone to wear masks, as we feel a responsibility to continue to protect the most vulnerable and 
our children who cannot be vaccinated. We are going to begin to sing together, with masks on, by 
July in a limited capacity. This way singing will be reintroduced a little at a time, again to keep every-
one safe. If all goes well, our goal is to return to worship in the Sanctuary on Sunday, August 1. We 
feel this will allow enough time for more people to be vaccinated and we will be able to see if there 

are any negative results of the restrictions being eased in our community and the state. The renova-
tion of the air filters and air purification system, plus the addition of air conditioning, make the 
worship space in Fellowship Hall the safest and most comfortable space we can currently offer. 
We are prayerful that between this indoor option and our online worship, which continues to be 
a blessing, that you will have an opportunity every week to continue to deepen your faith by par-
ticipating in these worship services. Please continue to hold the leadership and staff of Grace in 

your prayers as the situation continues to evolve and decisions are made.   
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The Property Committee thanks Anne and Bill Scheirer for picking up and delivering the geraniums, 

Kelley Gallen and Sandie Rick who did some preliminary work and planned out the Saturday “to-do 

list” as well as all who came out to help clean up, weed, mulch and plant on Saturday, May 8. A lot 

was accomplished by this hard-working team! After pruning the overgrown bushes, three loads of  

cuttings were taken to the Shillington disposal for plant materials. Trenches were dug around all the 

garden areas, weeds removed (as well as possible) and ten yards of mulch distributed. Then, 75 gera-

niums were planted for all to enjoy. Thank you to John Berry, Jill Bradley and daughter Sara Cum-

mings, Steve Fioravante, Steve Koch, Barb Macczak, Terry Naugle, Karen Nein, Mike Pinto, Mark 

Smith, and Jim Thompson. 
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While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following synod and CDC 
guidelines to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not have regular office hours at the 
church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her cell phone: 
215.264.5274. Please note that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on these days 
ONLY in case of an emergency, please. 

In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7.  

Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

