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GRACE TIDINGS 
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30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA 19607 

Phone: 610.777.7885 

www.graceshillington.org 

http://bit.ly/GraceShillingtonYouTube 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

Is it just me, or have we never been happier to see 
summer arrive than this year? I don’t know if it is 
just the need to have some time off, or the never 
ending pandemic, or just wanting to be able to be 
outside later because the days are longer. Whatever 
the reason, I am thrilled it is July! I don’t even care 
if it’s hot and humid and my hair frizzes and I have 
to take two showers a day. July and 
August mean to me time to sit out 
on my deck and read and grill. It 
means watching my flowers grow 
and looking out for hummingbirds 
at the back feeder. It means long 
walks, visits to the beach, and 
more time with family and friends. 
For me the summer is all about 
rest and relaxation, and I don’t 
know about you, but that all 
sounds pretty good to me! 

So I wonder what it is you are 
looking forward to in these lazy 
days of summer. Are you planning time away? Are 
you looking for ways to rest and recharge? Have 
you thought about it? And if not, why? As Jesus re-
minded us in the gospel of Matthew, do not worry 
about tomorrow because essentially God’s got this. 
God is in the midst of all, and God will provide. 
Slowing down, taking vacation, resting, and relaxing 
are all ways we affirm this sentiment of Jesus. They 
are ways we acknowledge our faith in the Creator 
who is always providing for us, no matter what.  

These pandemic years have felt fuller, longer, and 
busier than any before. Our lives have become so 
full that every ounce of our energy has been spent 

just trying to get everything done. We have been 
working in overdrive for a long time. So in case you 
need to hear it, it is really OK to slow down, to lin-
ger over that morning coffee, to spend some time 
reading that book that has been mocking you on 
your nightstand, and to just take a deep breath.  

So dear Church, if you have been waiting until the 
“right” time or the “best” time to 
take a break, the time is now! Plan to 
just be still. Plan to take some time 
off. Plan to trust that God’s got your 
back and all will be well. Sabbath is 
so important that God actually made 
it a commandment. God rested on 
the seventh day and God instructed 
all of us to plan to rest, as well. That 
is how important God thinks it is 
that we take the time to rest and re-
new. We call it the lazy days of sum-
mer, so how about living into that 
description? Be lazy, curl up with a 

good book, spend extra time with your family and 
friends, take a long walk, float in a pool, sit on a 
beach, or just do whatever it is that brings you joy, 
reduces your stress, and allows you time to listen for 
the whispers of God.  

So put on some sunscreen, grab a book, stretch out 
in that hammock and just… stop!  

Happy Summer! 

 

 

Pastor Colleen Cox  
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 From both the May and June meetings: 

1.  After one unusually hot Sunday morning in May and a subsequent service 
call from Alltemp Enterprise, it was reported to council that repairs have 
been completed and all four sanctuary air conditioning units are currently 
working. 

2.  Since the current sanctuary heating and air conditioning units are beyond 
their life expectancy and repairs are difficult due to a lack of replacement parts, council reviewed the op-
tions presented by the Property Committee to replace the units. After extensive discussion, council voted 
to immediately order replacements for two of the heating and air conditioning units. In addition to heat-
ing and air conditioning, the new units will also have air filtration and purification features.  

Unfortunately, with a lead time of 20 to 24 weeks, we shouldn’t expect to see these new units before the 
middle of fall. Replacement of the remaining two units will be considered at a later date. 

3.  Council also reviewed options for upgrading or replacing the lift. It was determined that the best 
course of action at this time is to keep the current lift operational as long as possible, since the other op-
tions were much more costly. 

4.  Treasurer Gary Yost reported that as of the end of May, weekly contributions have made up for the 
shortfall experienced during the first few months of the year. Thank you, everyone! 

5.  An audit of Grace’s 2021 finances showed no irregularities. As usual, everyone involved with manag-
ing Grace’s finances is doing excellent work. 

Nuptial LOLs 

When Outreach magazine asked pastors for their most embarrassing mistakes dur-
ing wedding ceremonies, the responses took the cake. Hundreds of clergy ’fessed up 
about dropping rings, using the wrong names and even driving to the wrong venue. 
Have a laugh at these “I do” don’ts! 

 

• I asked the groom if he promised to leave his wife and cleave to all others. Be-
fore I could correct it, he said, “I do.” 

• Due to a bulletin typo, the Bible reading from 1 John was listed as John 4:16-19. In those verses, 
Jesus tells the woman at the well, “…for you have had five husbands, and the one you now have is 
not your husband.” 

• I accidentally read, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and money and be united to his 
wife.” 

• While praying, I meant to say, “Lord, please bless this marriage.” The word message started to come 
out instead, and I tried to stop it. Unfortunately, the result was “Lord, please bless this mess.” 

• I asked the groom, “Do you take this wedded woman to be your wife?” 

Christian Symbol—the Ram 

This Old Testament symbol of Christ represents him as the leader of the “herd,” as well as 
a sacrifice for people’s sins. Jesus’ sacrificial death is foretold in Genesis 22, when God in-
structed Abraham to kill his only son, Isaac. But God provided a ram to take Isaac’s place, 
just as he provided Jesus, God’s only Son, to take our place on the cross.  

Highlights Highlights 
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Christian Symbol—Fish 

The first letters in the Greek phrase “Jesus Christ, 
Son of God, Savior” spell 
ICHTHUS, or fish. Early 
Christians used the sign to 
convey their faith and 
avoid persecution. In the 
gospels, fish are part of 
several miracles. They also 
represent people who need 
to be “caught” for Christ. 
Today, a fish bumper stick-
er is a popular indicator of 
Christian faith.  

 

 

ICE CREAM SOCIAL 

August 14 

2—3 PM 

Shillington Park, pavilion #3 

Sweet Ride Ice Cream Truck  

FREE 

Though the ice cream truck will be there between 
2 and 3 PM, we can stay longer and socialize! 
Bring your friends and family and join us for a de-
licious time of fun and hospitality. All are wel-
come! 

Grace Food Pantry Statistics 

We don’t always have time to take photos of the 
volunteers teaming up to bag food products, or-
ganize boxes, distribute the newsletter and talk 
with the many people in need. There have been 
inquiries as to how many people we serve in a 
month. We never know how many individuals or 
family groupings may show up, or if others come 
throughout the months for emergency food, but 
Penny Pinto and Marion Freet do their best to or-
der items from Helping Harvest. They estimate, 
based on the previous month’s attendance, how 
many people we may have, carefully select a varie-
ty of food items from all food groups and hope 

that Helping Harvest does not run out of meat 
and fresh produce before they load up the truck 
for us early on Monday morning. 

Over the last several months, M&T Bank has sent 
two people to assist with the Grace Food Pantry. 
Oft times, one of these volunteers is bilingual and 
able to assist with several recipients who speak 
limited English. We are so grateful for all the vol-
unteers who help on the fourth Monday of every 
month. 

In March, we served 78 different households: 60 
children, 101 adults and 64 senior citizens, for a 
total of 225 people. 

In April, we served 73 households: 44 children, 91 
adults and 67 seniors, for a total of 202 people.  

In May, we served 67 households: 35 children, 86 
adults and 55 seniors for a total of 176 people. 

This is a very important mission of our church, 
and rest assured that it is very needed and wel-
comed. Our ministries are crucial to so many peo-
ple.  

Thank you for your continued support. Thank 
God for people like you. 

New Seat, New Perspective 

In older sitcoms, family members, especially par-
ents, each had their own chair in the living room. 
No one else sat there. If its “owner” wasn’t pre-
sent, the on-set chair remained empty. Church can 
be like that too, with people claiming the same 
seat week after week. Our view of the service and 
of fellow worshipers is familiar and comfortable. 

Recently, our family was “bumped” back a bit, 
which felt surprisingly different at first. But we 
interacted just the same with the service. As a bo-
nus, I talked with different people. And after 
church we stayed to visit a bit longer. 

I’m glad church seats don’t have nameplates. And 
I’m thankful that God nudges me out of my com-
fort zone from time to time, giving me a new per-
spective. 

—Janna Firestone 
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July Sponsorships  
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, 
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which pro-
vides information about our worship services and 
Sunday School, and bulletins. Digital Ministry spon-
sors are recognized in the online service as well as in 
Grace Notes.  

July 3 — Pentecost 4 

Flowers —  
Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame —  

Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

July 10 — Pentecost 5 

Flowers —  
Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame —  

Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

July 17 — Pentecost 6 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad —  
Eternal Flame —  
Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

July 24 — Pentecost 7 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad — Bev and John Kriczky in celebration 
of Addie’s 11th birthday 

Eternal Flame — Skip and Nancy O’Leary in hon-
or of granddaughter Angela’s birthday 
Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry — Glenn Angstadt 

July 31 — Pentecost 8 

Flowers — Eugene Steffey, lovingly remembering 
his mom, Mary Steffey, on her birthday 

Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame —  
Bulletins — Eugene Steffey, lovingly remembering 
his mom, Mary Steffey, on her birthday 

Digital Ministry — Eugene Steffey, lovingly remem-
bering his mom, Mary Steffey, on her birthday; 

Glenn Angstadt 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10), the bulletin ($25), 

and Digital Ministry ($10—$100) are available 

throughout the year. We accept multiple sponsors 

for any item and any date. Please call the office, 

email Karen Nein, or complete the form in the 

narthex to sponsor any of these five items. 

On June 6, 2022, Homer 
Carley died. He was a long-
time member but due to 
health concerns had not 
worshipped with us for 
quite some time. Keep his 
family in your prayers. 

August Sponsorships  

August 7 — Pentecost 9 

Flowers —  
Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame —  

Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry —  

August 14 — Pentecost 10 

Flowers —  
Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame —  

Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry —  

August 21 — Pentecost 11 

Flowers — Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of 
their 55th wedding anniversary 

Eagle Ad —  
Eternal Flame —  
Bulletins —  
Digital Ministry —  

August 28 — Pentecost 12 

Flowers —  

Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame — Skip and Nancy O’Leary in 
memory of Cynthia 
Bulletins —  

Digital Ministry —  
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We Are Stronger Together 
The 2022 NEPA Synod Assembly 

What comes to mind when you hear the words 
“Synod Assembly”? Do you immediately check 
your calendar to see if there is any chance that you 
might be able to attend – even when we are meet-
ing virtually? Do you ignore all written and verbal 
references to this gathering thinking, this is not for 
me? Do images of folding chairs and long speech-
es dance in your heads? Well, I have to say that it 
was an honor to represent Grace as a voting mem-
ber at the 2022 Northeastern PA Synod Assembly 
on June 10 & 11.  

I have to admit that this was not my first rodeo. I 
have attended many Synod Assemblies and each 
one has its own personality. I remember one year 
the assembly was held in the Santander Arena here 
in Reading. There I attended a program about Dif-
ferent Ways of Praying. The forums were held 
downstairs – some in the locker rooms for the lo-
cal hockey teams. 

At one point the room was silent as we contem-
plated encounters with God and I could hear some 
people in the next locker room talking. It dawned 
on me that at that very moment there were hun-
dreds of people gathered in the building for the 
same reason – to share what it means to be chil-
dren of God. To be part of this community of 
faith reminded me that we are all part of some-
thing so much bigger than we can imagine – bigger 
than Grace, bigger than the Synod, or the ELCA – 
we are all part of God and God is part of us, al-
ways. But sometimes it’s nice to have reminders.  

This year as I logged onto the Zoom link for the 
assembly I knew the experience would be differ-
ent, and in some ways it was. But, nevertheless, 
God was present. I missed the energy of Festival 
worship the most, but then I sat back and felt part 
of all the people attending – loving God, loving 
one another, and trying to make a difference in our 
world. In the large yet intimate setting I felt joy. 
Humor was freely shared from the bishop, we 
heard from members of the synod council and 
watched videos that focused on the many minis-
tries happening across this synod. The videos are 

available on the Synod website www.godslove.org 
so check them out. 

Worship was different but meaningful. Bishop 
deForest brought us back to our childhoods when 
we went on road trips and kept asking, “Are we 
there yet?” The answer was “No, not yet.” In all of 
our big questions, our pursuit of social justice, the 
ways in which we understand racism and sexism, 
and homophobia and what we are doing to make 
things better…we ask the question, “Are we there 
yet?” And the answer is “No, not yet.” We pray 
that a just and loving God will help us to get there. 

One of the highlights for me was listening to The 
Reverend Kimberly A. Vaughn, Senior Director of 
Christian Community & Leadership for the 
ELCA. She spoke about God in action throughout 
the church and brought a welcome from Presiding 
Bishop Eaton. Her words and her manner were 
truly inspiring. I look forward to hearing her speak 
again. 

During the plenary portion of the assembly, we 
heard reports from every office of the synod. 
There are wonderful things happening in our syn-
od! Even though these are trying times we are still 
active as God’s hands and feet throughout this 
country and all over the world. We were all en-
couraged to continue to share our resources and 
join with other congregations and community or-
ganizations to continue God’s work. It was 
stressed that Together We Are Stronger. If any-
one has a question as to the importance of our 
continued benevolence to the synod – attend a 
Synod Assembly and you will see God at work. 
This work could not be accomplished without 
congregations like ours.  

Finally, I can’t stress enough the importance of 
having a voice and having a vote on issues that 
matter. Being a part of something that can make a 
difference in people’s lives is a deeply spiritual ex-
perience. I encourage all of you to consider attend-
ing a Synod Assembly over the next few years. I 
guarantee that if you keep your focus on what 
matters to God, you will come away changed. 

Thank you for the privilege of representing Grace. 

Susan Bamburak 

http://www.godslove.org
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Update 

 

 

 

First and foremost, I would like to thank all who 
participated in the Family Promise Walk Fundraiser 
in June—those who walked and those who donated 
online to the fund. Every dollar counts! My goal 
was $400.00. I believe we reached $305.00! Every 
dollar counts! THANK YOU! THANK YOU! 
THANK YOU! 

Next up is our host week July 25 – 31. I am in need 
of a volunteer to prepare and deliver meals to our 
families either Monday, July 25 or Wednesday, July 
27. The meals can be simple, easy meals that you 
would make for your family. You may also 
“sponsor” a meal by ordering from a local restau-
rant and having it delivered. As we get closer to Ju-
ly 25, I will provide the addresses and the number 
of people, including the children’s ages to help de-
termine how much food is needed. Please think 
about helping with this important mission and con-
tact me either by email or phone. 

If you are not in a position to cook and deliver a 
meal for our host week, we also ask for donations 
of grocery gift cards, Redner’s, Weis, or Giant or 
any household cleaning supplies; toilet paper and 
paper towels are always needed. Diapers are usually 
needed, as well. I will have the church office send 
out an email in July with specific sizes.  

Our next Host Week is October 31 – November 6, 
2022 

Have a great summer! 

Your friend in Christ, 

Suzie Harteg 
610-223-2696;  saharteg@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

God’s Work. Our Hands. 

This year God’s Work. Our Hands. Sunday falls on 
September 11. We will be collecting items for Lu-
theran World Relief and on that Sunday we will be 
creating School Kits and Personal Care Kits. All 
throughout the summer we will be collecting the 
following items: 

Personal Care Kit Items – New Items only 

• Light-weight bath-size towels (between 20” 

x 40” and no bigger than 52” x 27”), and 

dark colors are recommended. 

• Bath size bars of soap equaling 8—9oz each, 

any brand, in original wrapping 

• Adult size toothbrush, in original packaging 

(not a pack of several toothbrushes) 

• Sturdy combs 

• Metal nail clippers (attached file optional) 

School Kit Items 

• 70-sheet notebooks of wide or college-ruled 

paper, approximately 8” x 10½”; no loose 

leaf paper 

• 30-centimeter ruler, or ruler with centime-

ters on one side and inches on the other 

• Pencil sharpener 

• Blunt scissors (safety scissors with embed-

ded steel blades work well) 

• Unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers 

• Black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)  

• box of 16 or 24 crayons 

• 2½” eraser 

After worship on September 11 you will be invited 
to help put these kits together while you are enjoy-
ing refreshments during the hospitality time in Fel-
lowship Hall.  

 

Pictured at left: Volunteers on Spring Clean-Up Day, June 18. 
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Welcome New Members! 

Rev. Dr. Denise Keltz returned to Grace after her retirement from the ministry. 
The daughter of Kenneth and Marilyn Herzog, Denise was born and raised at 
Grace, getting baptized and confirmed here. She has two sisters, Lynne and Ka-
ren. She has also been blessed with two children, Branic, who resides in Massa-
chusetts with his wife and three daughters, and Greta who is currently living 
with Denise while on sabbatical as a school administrator in Ghana.  

Denise had two careers, three if you also include parenting! Her first outside-
the-home career included thirty years in education: the first half of that career 
was spent teaching high school math and coaching field hockey and basketball; 
the second half was spent in school administration with her final stint as the 
Superintendent of Schools in Clearfield, Pennsylvania. Just when she completed 
her doctorate and was contemplating retirement, God called her to enter semi-
nary. So, off she went to Gettysburg Seminary! Her first call took her to Rhode Island. She then returned 
to Berks County, where she wanted to retire eventually, and was sent to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 
in Muhlenberg where she served for five years.  

Now that she is really retired, Denise is trying to get into the groove of retirement and volunteer work. So 
far, she is also working twice a month as a supply pastor in Berks County because so many congregations 
are without full-time pastors and require an ordained minister to have communion. She will also serve as 
supply pastor here when Pastor Colleen is on vacation. Denise currently helps with the Grace Food Pantry 
and begins delivering meals with Meals-on-Wheels this month.  

We gladly welcome the return of Denise into the family of Grace. 

Evelyn Louise Seidel, who prefers to be called “Louise,” hails from this area, 
but has moved around quite a bit in her lifetime. She came to us from Texas, 
where she was a member of Kinsmen Lutheran Church in Houston. Louise 
returned to Berks County to be closer to her daughter, Cheryl, and she feels 
right at home here at Grace. She felt as soon as she walked in the doors and 
was greeted by our church family, that she found her new church home. Louise 
enjoys reading, knitting and completing the adult coloring pages with her great-
granddaughter, who prefers the children’s style of coloring pages. She looks 
forward to joining up with Penny and the Knifty Knitters when they return to 
meeting every other week in September. In the mean time, she will continue to 
knit on her own, creating some beautiful items for the children in Appalachia 
and the veterans in the home in Lebanon. Welcome back to Berks and to 
Grace, Louise! 

Shillington Business Association 

Grace belongs to the Shillington Business Association and 
at the June mixer, SBA presented checks to several non-
profits (Olivet, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Berks Encore and 
Mifflin Community Library); all but one meet here at 
Grace. They also presented us with a check for the food 
pantry. The monies had been accrued for the past two 
years from membership dues and fundraising events like 

the car show at Shillington Park and the flags that fly by Shillington Borough Hall. Thank you, SBA! 
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Our Graduates 

Mackenzie Scheirer, a 2022 Wyomissing graduate, plans to attend Kutztown Uni-
versity to study psychology with hopes of opening her own practice one day. She 
desires to help young children and encourage them to do and be their best, and 
would like to include her 10-month old rabbit, Snowflake, as a ‘therapy partner’ 
to assist her with future clients. She played clarinet for awhile and then participat-
ed in the band front for six years. She bowled during her junior year of high 
school, and enjoys reading, writing, baking, cooking, creating sewing designs and 
walking on beautiful days. While in high school, she participated in Cooking Club 
and Art Club. She is also an avid Reading Royals fan! Mackenzie accepted the 
Ruffner-Clark Scholarship during worship on June 5. 

 

Harrison Seifert graduated from Drexel University on June 9th with a Bache-
lor of Science degree in Finance Administration. As of this writing, Harrison 
was interviewing for employment. Congratulations and best of luck in your 
new career, Harrison! 

Megan Elizabeth Seifert graduated last year from 
Spring-Ford Area High School with distinguished 
honors and went on to Drexel University. She just 
completed her first year there, majoring in architec-
ture. She will be there another five years, graduating 
with a Masters. 

Editor’s note: Harrison and Megan Seifert are the grandchil-
dren of Bob and Jeanette Fisher, the children of Robin and 
John Seifert. Robin died from cancer in 2013 but her memory 
lives on in her children, the pride of Bob and Jeanette. 

 

 

Austin Brown graduated from Berks Catholic this June. During his high 
school years at Berks Catholic, he won many awards, including Chemistry 
and AP Calculus student of the year. He also finished in the top 10% in his 
class during his 11th and 12th grade years. While at Exeter School District 
during 9th and 10th grades, he received the gold eagle twice. Some of his hob-
bies include playing baseball and basketball. Austin also enjoys fishing and 
crabbing at the beach in Avalon, New Jersey. He plans to study the sciences 
at Franklin & Marshall College, majoring in chemistry and eventually pro-
gress through the pre-med track. He will also take biology and calculus as 
those are courses that intrigue him! Depending on his opportunities, he may 
be a ‘walk on’ with the baseball team as well. 
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2022 Confirmands  

On Sunday, June 12, two young women be-
came adult members of our congregation, 
affirming their baptismal vows during the 
worship service. Congratulations to Abigail 
(Abby) McCaffrey and Cecilia Skoniczin! Pas-
tor Colleen and Toni Schirmer, confirmation 
class leaders, are very proud of these two 
young women who attended their first year of 
class via Zoom. Following worship, we cele-
brated in Fellowship Hall with a cake along 
with strawberries and ice cream provided by 
the Knifty Knitters during the fellowship 
hour.  

Pictured at left: from left, Cecilia Skoniczin, Pastor 

Colleen Cox, Toni Schirmer and Abby McCaffrey 
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From Thrivent 

Every month, one or more of 
our members and/or friends 
designate their Thrivent 
Choice dollars to Grace. We 
are very thankful for these 
contributions. In April, the 
following designated their 

dollars to us: 

Jim and Janice Reaser 

Kathy and Michael Van Reed 

Thank you for your thoughtful generosity. 

From the Armed Forces Day Parade Committee 

On Thursday, June 9, a Certificate of Appreciation 
was delivered to us by Virt, a Navy veteran who 
served in various conflicts in his 10-year tenure. He 
was representing the Berks County Armed Forces 
Advisory Committee which has been meeting 
monthly here for several months. They organize 
the oldest Armed Forces Day Parade in the coun-
try, send out invitations and do all the leg-work in-
volved with the parade. The following is an excerpt 
from the accompanying letter: 

“Without you, we would not have been able to 
honor the men and women in today’s Armed Forc-
es and our veterans. 

Please accept the enclosed certificate in recognition 
of our appreciation. 

Volunteers are always welcome to join us to plan 
the parade. Our meetings are held the 2nd Wednes-
day of the month (except for July, August and De-
cember) at Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, 30 
Liberty St., Shillington, PA 19607 at 6:30. Please 
join us again on Saturday, May 20, 2023 for the 7th 
BCAFDP, when we salute the men and women of 
our United States Armed forces.” 

Sincerely, Diane P. Price, 2022 Chair, BCAFAdvi-
sory Committee; U.S. Army Veteran 

From the ELCA  

Several months ago, we sent out requests through 
the newsletter and in the Sunday bulletin for contri-
butions to the ELCA Lutheran Disaster Response 
efforts for Ukraine. We don’t know how much in-
dividuals donated directly, but contributions sent to 
Grace to be forwarded to the ELCA totaled $235. 

We received a letter of thank you from Rev. Robin 
Brown, Director, Congregational Generosity. 

Helping Harvest 

Every month, for our Grace Food Pantry, we are 
billed $60 for delivery of the multitude of boxed, 
bagged, and palleted food items. Since Covid, 
Helping Harvest has not billed pantries for the ac-
tual food, preferring to rely on voluntary contribu-
tions; however, due to the generosity of our mem-
bers, we are able to send them $200 every month. 
You have been extremely gracious in your efforts 
to help others less fortunate than yourselves by 
continuing to make contributions to the Grace 
Food Pantry on your envelopes. Helping Harvest 
sends us “thank you” letters every month for the 
donations. Keep up the good work. God appreci-
ates the love you share with your fellow human be-
ings! 

From Opportunity House 

“Thank you so very much for your church’s recent 
donation to Opportunity House. Because of your 
generosity and dedication to our mission, we can 
continue to feed, house, employ, and empower the 
neediest members of our community to stand on 
their own feet.” The letter continues to list the various 
peoples who are helped at Opportunity House and ends with 
a quote from anthropologist Margaret Mead: “Never 
doubt that a small group of thoughtful, committed 
citizens can change the world; indeed, it’s the only 
thing that ever has.” 

Signed by Stacy Perlaki, director of Development 

From Mackenzie Scheirer 

Thank you for the award. I plan on using it toward 
my college education. 

Volunteers on Spring Clean-Up Day, June 18. 
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One of the responsibilities of a church organist is to lead the 
“greater choir” (which in laymen’s terms means you, the con-
gregation) in singing the music of the church. Last month we 
learned about the liturgical music in worship and how it is sea-
sonally appropriate. For these summer months, I would like to 
focus on hymns. 

So what exactly is a hymn? Some consider it a song to be sung 
during worship…True. Some consider it a form of praise or 
meditation…True. Some consider a hymn to be an expression 
of commitment, building on the saints, past and present, that 

we gather with every Sunday…True. Some would say that hymns teach doctrine and are pure poetry…
True. 

During the pandemic, the silencing of all singing was profound. It reminded me of the days following 
9/11. There were no jets flying, there were no birds singing, people staying in their homes—it was a very 
sad, frightening, silent time. The pandemic was no different—no gathering together, and, absolutely no sing-
ing for a very, very long time.  

But here we are in 2022. We are now singing hymns in worship and I must say, hearing your voices over 
the roar of the organ is music to my soul. My hope for each of you is to know that through your singing, 
you bring hope to the weak and weary that God is their salvation. Your singing helps to quell the fearful 
and lead them to renewal. Your singing helps the suffering and gives them the hope they desperately seek. 
Your singing of hymns provokes thankful hearts and is something we will never take for granted again.  

God has commanded us to sing our stories. Hymns unite the body of Christ and have for generations. 
And, hymnody reminds us that in life and in death, God’s kingdom is, was, and always will be forever. 
Martin Luther said it best in this verse of A Mighty Fortress: 

 

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours through Him who with us sideth: 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 

The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still, 

His kingdom is forever. 

—Martin Luther, 1529 
 
So now that summer is upon us, I’d like to offer a new way to open worship. 

Scattered throughout the summer months, I will lead us in a good old-fashioned hymn sing beginning at 
9:15 a.m. Yes, I could just have you shout out some hymns, but for those that aren’t comfortable shouting 
or need more time to find favorite hymns, please read on.  

In the narthex, there will be an envelope that says: “My Favorite Hymns” complete with paper and pencil for 
you to use when submitting your requests. If any of your favorite hymns are not found in ELW (the red 
hymnal), please let me know the name of the hymn and either the text writer, the hymn tune name, and/
or the composer’s name. I’ll do my best to include it. If the hymn has special meaning for you, please feel 
free to share that, as well. 

When we come together on Sunday mornings, it may be the first time we see each other all week, and 
what better way to start the worship service than by gathering together to sing God’s praises? 

Soli Deo Gloria, 
Debbie 
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Grace Tidings Staff 
Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members  

Editors: Karen A. Nein, Paul Eppley 

Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko  

Collators: Carol Baker, Nancy Kennedy, Joan Kulp, Pat Lamber, 

Janice Maulick, Shirley Rhein, Nancy Smith, Rosemary Witmer, 

Barbara Wolfe 

Weekly Worship Services Posted 
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Church phone: 610.777.7885 

Office Hours: M–W, 9 AM to 2 PM; Th, 9 AM to 1 PM 

 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
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Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ................................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ................ Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein  .............................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj .......................... Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  .................................................... Security 

Communicating with Pastor Colleen 

Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the pas-
tor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274, or call the of-
fice. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone, or 
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on 
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a pastoral emergency, she can be reached 
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

Pastor Colleen is on vacation through July 4. Rev. Denise Keltz is on call for emergencies. She 

can be reached at 610.858.8187.  
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