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Hello Church!!  

I wanted to offer an update on in-person wor-

ship and when that might be happening here 

at Grace. The short answer is we don’t know. 

The long answer is we don’t know. The time-

line for when we will be returning to in-person 

worship is set by the coronavirus. It’s im-

portant to remember the virus has not disap-

peared and gone away. So therefore every de-

cision we make about a return to in-person 

worship is determined by the virus. I wish I 

had a clearer message than that but unfortu-

nately I do not. However, while we cannot tell 

you when, we can at least prepare you for 

some of the restrictions that we know will be 

in place when we return. We will be limited to 

how many people can worship at any one time 

and we are trying to determine the best way to 

do that. Everyone will be required to wear a 

face mask in order to enter the building and 

participate in worship. We will not be able to 

sing and we will not be able to participate in 

unison responses or prayers. There will be no 

hymnals and no bulletins and the offering 

plates will be stationary and not passed. We 

will have to remain physically distant when 

entering and leaving the church, and in where 

you are seated in the pews. You may not be 

able to sit in your favorite pew and you can 

only sit with those whom you have been shel-

tering with for these months. If we are able to 

have communion you will most likely not be 

given the host until you are leaving the sanctu-

ary and asked not to eat it until you have left 

the building. There will be hand sanitizing sta-

tions that you will be asked to use throughout 

the worship space. We will most likely only 

have the front doors open to the sanctuary 

and the elevator door unlocked. The only plac-

es in the building you will be allowed to go will 

be the narthex, sanctuary and three bath-

rooms on the sanctuary level. We will most 

likely do a screening before people enter the 

building including taking temperatures and 

we will be asking you to leave the worship im-

mediately after worship ends. There can be no 

time of fellowship because of the need to re-

main physically distant.  

So this is a long list of all the things we will not 

be able to do in worship but let me tell you 

what we will be able to do. We will be able to 

be creative and draw on the gifts of the con-

gregation to discover what can be done in 

worship to bless God and bless the church. We 

will be looking for ways to make this service 

feel as worshipful as we possibly can within 

the limits that are set. Instead of getting stuck 

in what we cannot do we are going to ask God 

to help us discover what we can do. We can be 

the Body of Christ together and we can contin-

ue to share the love of God. Love motivates 

everything we do as disciples of Christ and 

July 2020 — Volume 87 Number 6 

30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA 19607 

Ph: 610.777.7885  Fax: 610.777.3841 

www.graceshillington.org 

Gra-Lu News 

Message from Pastor Colleen 



2 

 

 

love is at the center of who we are as Christians 

because love is at the center of God. Which 

means that love of neighbor requires careful 

planning. We are going to be having a lot of 

conversations over the coming weeks to plan a 

service that is as safe as possible for our most 

vulnerable members. Our returning to in-

person worship will require a delicate balance 

as we weigh our need for being together along-

side our commitments to not harm our neigh-

bors through the accidental spread of disease.   

Finally, let me be really clear that we are plan-

ning on continuing to provide online worship 

when we do finally return to in-person worship. 

We know there are members who, no matter 

what restrictions and guidelines we put in place 

to keep people safe, will still not be able to gath-

er with us for worship. For those who are in the 

most vulnerable category, for those who have a 

compromised immune system, for those who 

are the most at risk or the people that they live 

with who may be in these categories people will 

still need to be able to make the decision to 

worship with us from home. That decision is 

absolutely acceptable and understandable. We 

want to make sure that everyone has that op-

tion and everyone knows it is their choice as to 

whether or not they feel safe enough to gather 

in-person. So online worship is still going to be 

available for those who want to make that deci-

sion.  

I know this is a lot of information and I under-

stand that it can feel overwhelming. I felt it was 

imperative that we begin communicating what 

in-person worship might look and feel like be-

fore you experience it so that you have time to 

digest all these changes. We know it is going to 

feel very different. There is no going back to 

normal anymore. The pandemic has changed 

that for us all. We are going to be moving into 

an interim normal and then perhaps into a new 

normal. It is change heaped onto more change 

and I truly understand how anxiety provoking 

that can be. This pandemic has changed our 

lives and our world but it has not changed what 

God requires of us. God still requires of us to do 

justice, and to love kindness, and to walk hum-

bly with our God. (Micah 6:8) May we do all of 

that together with patience, open minds, hands 

that have been freshly washed, and the love of 

God in our hearts.  

Blessings to you all, 

 

Sermon by Phone 

For anyone who does not have Internet access, now you can 

listen to Pastor Colleen’s Sunday sermon by phone!  Just dial 

610-463-0094 any time during the week and you’ll hear the 

sermon delivered by Pastor Colleen for the preceding Sunday. 
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June 17 Council Meeting Highlights via Zoom 

Worship Opportunities: 

Digital Worship opportunities continue with daily messages from Pastor Colleen and weekly wor-

ship services all posted for access through our Grace website and on our Facebook page.  

COVID-19 Mitigation Plans: 

Congregational Council continues to have discussion around and work on developing procedures 

for a safe return to in-church worship as well as discussion and planning for alternate limited in-

person worship opportunities outside of the church building. 

Security Team Update : 

Continuing to explore options/ acquire bids for increasing the security of the physical church 

building.  Re-keying of doors is the first priority, with other areas being updating the existing se-

curity system and implementation of security program during future in-person worship services.  

From the Treasurer: 

Thank you, Lord, for the generosity of the Grace members! 

Your contributions for May continued to keep pace with our budget. And our expenses, as ex-

pected, continued to total less than budgeted due to the ongoing closure of the building. The best 

news being that the ministries to our congregation and the community will remain viable.  

This scenario fills us with hope as we begin to determine what might be required to have our 

building "physically ready" to safely re-open when that time comes. What we do know is that we 

will need to fund mandated cleaning and safety protocols that were not considered for the 2020 

budget. But the Grace congregation has always answered the call and we know that you will be 

there again. 

As gathering restrictions begin to ease and we take advantage of the summer months to enjoy 

some vacation travels, we ask that you prayerfully consider your ongoing financial support of 

Grace's ministries. 

Anyone who would like a copy of the full Church Council meeting minutes may contact the church office 
at 610.777.7885 or graceshillington@graceshillington.org. 

 

To contribute to Grace by cell phone,  please scan the image 
here: 
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“No Experience  

Necessary” Bible Study 

Everyone is welcome to a new 

Zoom bible study beginning 

Tuesday, July 7 at 7pm. It 

doesn’t matter if it’s your 1st or 

101st time in a bible study. 

Now is the time to join a No 

Experience Necessary bible 

study group. Come and listen 

to how God is speaking to you 

and be challenged to relate 

God’s Word to your life. If you 

have any questions please feel 

free to ask Pastor Colleen.  

If you are interested please email Pastor Colleen at acre100@aol.com OR  

pastor@graceshillington.org with the subject “Bible Study” and she will email you the zoom invite 

to the bible study.  

All are Welcome!!  

“Connections Café” 

Let’s stay connected. Please consider joining Pastor at 11 AM-Noon on Tuesdays for a time of con-

versation and fellowship via Zoom. Make yourself a cup of coffee, a cup of tea or your favorite 

summer iced drink and sign on to our zoom meeting every Tuesday.   

If you are interested in making a connection please email Pastor Colleen at acre100@aol.com OR 

pastor@graceshillington.org  with the subject “Connections Café” and she will email you the 

zoom invite to the Café.  

All are welcome!!  

mailto:acre100@aol.com
mailto:pastor@graceshillington.org
mailto:acre100@aol.com
mailto:pastor@graceshillington.org
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3 Penny Pinto 

5  Tim Naugle 

7 Kyle Frantz 

 Ryan Naugle 

 Sharon Redcay 

 Colleen Sepkowski 

10 Leah Price 

 Cindy Shaffer 

12 Scott McMillan 

 Christine Szigeti 

13 Suzette Frantz 

 Karen Kline 

14 Brian Frantz 

 Melanie Koch 

17 Karl Sweigert 

21 Ronald Eckenroth 

 Callum Smith 

22 Lori Carabello 

 Dorace Harding 

 Mollie Johnson 

23 Patricia Kretz 

 Linda Sweigert 

24 Sharon Smith 

26 John Rhein 

27 Niki Lawrence 

 Janice Yost 

28 Homer Carley 

 Alexandra Sterner 

30 Emily Gordon 

 David Roper 

31 Margie Sweitzer 

   

July Sponsorships 

Until it is safe to worship in the building and use 

handouts, we have cancelled the bulletin order. 

At this point, we only need eternal flame and Ea-

gle Ad sponsors. We appreciate your financial 

support in these matters. 

July 5 

Eternal Flame — Molly Clark in celebration of 

the birthday of daughter-in-law, Helen Clark 

Eagle Ad — Bill and Anne Scheirer in memory 

of Bill’s Aunt Millie Altrichter 

Flowers (to be used for geraniums and other 

grounds upkeep costs)  

- Gene Steffey in memory of his mother, Mary 

Steffey 

- Sharon Smith in memory of her father, Harry 

Moore 

July 12 

Eternal Flame — Molly Clark in celebration of 

the birthday of son, Thomas Clark 

Eagle Ad—Bill and Anne Scheirer in memory of 

Anne’s mom, Evelyne Michelson 

July 19 

Eternal Flame — Molly Clark in celebration of 

the birthday of granddaughter, Vivienne Clark 

Eagle Ad — John and Bev Kriczky in celebration 

of Addie’s 9th birthday 

July 26 

Eternal Flame — Tyler and Mackenzie Scheirer 

in honor of the birthday of their mom, Lori 

Eagle Ad — Molly Clark in memory of her moth-

er, Marian Ludwig 

Spiritual Readings Available 

We have copies of “The Lutheran Message” and 

“The Word in Season.” The later is available in 

both regular and large print editions.   

Karen plans to make them available outside the 

red office door, Monday through Thursday,  9 

AM to Noon. Please help yourselves! 
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Phone Chain: You may call the church office at 610.777.7885 and ask for your prayer re-

quest to be put on the prayer phone chain, also known as the prayer circle. When your request is re-

ceived, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in each group who will all be 

praying for your request. That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially good for immediate and urgent re-

quests. If you would like to be a participant in one of the groups or have a request after church 

hours, please notify the church office. 
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The "Nifty Knitters" 

will meet (weather 

permitting) on Tues-

day, July 7 at 2:00 in 

the courtyard of the 

church. Please bring 

your own mask, chair 

and refreshments. Hope to see you there.  

 

New Members  

We would like to extend a hearty Yippee and Huzzah because Mary Beth and Robert Garman are 

becoming new members here at Grace. They have already become active members of our faith 

community here at Grace and we are thrilled to welcome them as members here. Mary Beth and 

Robert live at 15 Kenny Drive  Mohnton, Pa. 19540 and Mary Beth's email 

is mbgarm@comcast.net,  if you would like to send a card or note to welcome them. When we re-

turn to in-person worship we will do a formal reception of new members.  

Photos Wanted 

If you viewed the Pentecost worship online, do you recall enjoying the bell prelude accompanying 

the photo display of many of our members? We may decide to do something similar in the future 

and would like to include more members. Photos that are appropriate, like head shots, will also 

be used to include in a directory for Pastor to put faces and names together until we are able to 

worship in person.  So, please send photos to the office, either by mail or email so we can proceed 

with this project. 

Also, we are gathering more photos of our members participating in church and community activ-

ities, preferring candid to ‘staged’ shots. We are looking for photos of meal preparation, grounds 

volunteers (weeding and the like), talent show participants, painting and cleaning the building, or 

participating in children’s activities. If you assist with Meals-on-Wheels, Grace Pantry, Family 

Promise, or any other community activity with connections to Grace, we’d love to see photos of 

your participation. If you are a first-responder, or serve the public in some way, like a police of-

ficer, nurse, grocery store cashier, teacher or any myriad of posi-

tions working with the public, please provide a photo of you 

working at your job or volunteer position. In the future, we are 

asking for our members to be cognizant of these needs and to 

seek photo opportunities at any time. Who knows where you 

may see these photos…. 

Just for fun, we included a photo of the ladies of the bell choir when they visit-

ed  Grounds for Sculpture in Trenton, New Jersey, several years ago. The park 

features the life-like sculptures of J. Seward Johnson and modern sculptors. 

mailto:mbgarm@comcast.net
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“If you want to touch the past, 

touch a rock. If you want to touch 

the present, touch a flower. If you 

want to touch the future, touch a 

life.”  

—Author unknown  

Puzzle 

Fit the names of these Bible-times places in 

the puzzle. Then write the circled letters on 

the lines below, in the order found to find 

out where your citizenship is. 

Help Needed 

Twitter 

Grace has a Twitter account, but nobody seems 

to recall who set it up. If you know, please share 

that information with us. 

Bathroom Artwork 

Before we started renovating the ‘toilet rooms,’ 

we had a plethora of artwork donning the walls. 

If you helped to take the artwork down, or you 

know who removed them from the walls, and 

where these pieces of artwork may be, please let 

us know so we can start returning the art where 

it can be seen (eventually)! Thank you! 

Weeding 

Help is need to keep Grace grounds weed-free 

and to dead-head the geraniums. For more in-

formation, contact Mark Smith,  

mmsmith4@ptd.net. 

mailto:mmsmith4@ptd.net
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A Message from the Director of Music Ministry 

The late 16th century and early 17th century was a tumultuous time in Germany. It 

was a period of great loss of life brought about initially by the plague and later by 

the Thirty Years’ War. During these times of devastation and personal loss, two 

Lutheran pastors found their voices as hymn writers. They were surrounded by 

the Black Death and found their immortality in two of the great treasures of 

Christian hymnody, “Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying” (Wachet auf, ruft uns die 

Stimme) and “Now Thank We All Our God” (Nun danket alle Gott). 

In 1597, Philipp Nicolai (1556-1608) a pastor in Unna, Westphalia. It was that year that an out-

break took 1300 of his parishioners. Nicolai wrote meditations as a comfort to both his congrega-

tion and himself. He added two hymns to his tome, one of which was “Wake, Awake, for Night Is 

Flying,” ELW No. 436. It was written in homage to a student who was taken by illness, and was 

published in 1599 as a companion to “O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!,” (Wie schön leuch-

tet der Morgenstern), ELW, No. 308. The text for the former hymn is based on the parable of 

the bridesmaids welcoming the bridegroom to the Marriage Feast (Matthew 25:1-13), and refer-

ences to texts in Isaiah and Revelation as well. Nicolai also wrote the music for this pair of 

hymns, considered to be the King and Queen of chorales. 

“Now Thank We All Our God” was written nearly forty years later during the ravages of war. By 

1637, Martin Rinkhart (1586-1649) was the only minister left in the walled city of Eilenburg 

where starvation and plague stalked the town. He buried tens of people a day, more than 4,000 

in the year, including his own wife.  Set to a melody written by Johann Crüger (1598-1662) the 

text expresses deep gratitude in spite of the dire conditions Rinkhart experienced. The second 

verse looks toward the future continuing the prayer for guidance, thanks and praise. 

As we embrace our re-entry to a new 

normal, my we find comfort in the words 

of these great hymns and in the prayers 

and hearts of family and friends as we 

come together once again. 

Blessings,  Tim 
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The June 22 Grace Food Pantry provided food for 79 

families for a total of 296 people. In these troubled 

times, we are thankful to be able to provide assistance 

for these local families. The cars lined up around the 

block, and several local individuals walked to the 

church with carts to take donations with them.  In 

June, we provided emergency boxes, produce, milk, 

butter, bread and other baked goods, bags of frozen 

items, prepared frozen meals and a small amount of 

baby food.  
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Global Barnyard Collection 

If you missed bringing your barn to the church office during June, please feel 

free to drop it off at the office at your convenience. Call the office first to let 

Karen know you are on your way. Remember, the office hours are M-Th, 9 

AM to Noon. 

AmazonSmile 

If you currently shop online using Amazon, you can help the church’s general operating fund by 

shopping online using AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is a website (smile.amazon.com) operated by Amazon. Every item available for pur-

chase on amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile at the same price and with all the features 

you enjoy when shopping at amazon.com.  When you shop using the AmazonSmile website the 

AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the chari-

table organization of your choice. 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com using the web browser on your comput-

er or mobile device.  You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it easier 

to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile. 

You use the same account (same username and password) on amazon.com for smile.amazon.com. 

Your shopping cart, wish list, registries, and other account settings are all the same. 

When you visit AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization 

to receive donations before you begin shopping. In order for Grace to be your chosen organiza-

tion, you need to select it from a list of thousands of other churches and organizations. Typing 

“Grace Evangelical Lutheran Shillington” in the search box at “supporting” on the AmazonSmile 

homepage will narrow your selection, and then click on the “Select” button to select it and you will 

be all set. Once you have selected Grace as your charitable organization, AmazonSmile will re-

member your selection, and our church name will appear on the website’s home page every time 

you log in.  There is no need to re-enter it each time.  From then on, every eligible purchase you 

make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation of 0.5% of the purchase price to Grace.  

Christian Symbol: The Beehive 
 

This modern symbol represents the church and its many, 

varied “workers.” A multitude of people, each with different 

tasks and gifts, works to build up the body of Christ. Often, 

nine bees are pictured near the hive to represent the nine 

fruits of the Spirit (see Galatians 5:22-23).  

GroupRaise 

Thank you for those who participated in the Paolo’s GroupRaise function. We raised $72.90 to 

add to our local hunger (Food Bank) fund. 
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Current Worship  
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Contact us: 

Church phone: 610.777.7885 Fax: 610.777.3841 

Email 
 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
 Church office graceshillington@graceshillington.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA 

Website: www.graceshillington.org 

Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ..................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper ................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ..... Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein  ................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj  ............. Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  .................................... Security 

Pastoral Communication  

While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following the direc-

tives to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen will not yet have regular office hours at 

the church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her on 

her cell phone: 215.264.5274. In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7. Please 

note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always 

on. If no emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

