GraCE TIDINGS
January 2022 — Volume 89 Number 1
30 Liberty Street, Shillington, PA 19607
Phone: 610.777.7885
www.graceshillington.org
Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.”

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free, 19to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20And he rolled up
the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue
were fixed on him. 21Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in
your hearing.” Luke 4:18-21
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It is a New Year and with it often comes New
Year’s resolutions. We resolve that we’re going to
lose weight, eat healthier, and exercise more. We
resolve we’re going to spend more quality time
with our families, we’re going to
volunteer more with the church or
at the library, and we resolve that
we will be less judgmental and more
patient. And then as the days go by
we realize it’s the end of January
and we have already abandoned all
our resolutions and we are sitting at
home, eating cookies, yelling at our
kids, and criticizing every person
that we met that day. It’s not a pretty picture and it’s a frustrating way
to begin our new year.

salvation that the world desperately needed. That
baby, born in a lowly manger, grew up into a man
who never stayed put. Jesus traveled all over, moving from place to place, and sharing the good
news of God’s unconditional love. Jesus moved about in the world and
transformed everyone he met. Jesus
kept God at the center and because of
that all of our lives are forever transformed.
What if this year we resolved to keep
God at the center and to join with Jesus to transform the world? And while
I know that sounds impossible, I don’t
believe it is. I believe if we keep God
at the center, that instead of resolving
to eat less and lose weight, we could
instead resolve to fill our food pantry
shelves with food and feed the hungry.
I think with God at the center, that
instead of resolving to get more exercise this year we could be resolved to exercise
some spiritual muscles and organize a prayer-chain
across our community. With God at the center,
what if instead of resolving to spend less time in
front of the TV and more time reading some good
books, we resolve to teach those struggling with

So, what if this year, instead of making resolutions that are centered on
and around us, we made resolutions
that keep God at the center? What
if this year we resolve to be about God’s business?
And what is God’s business? Well, God is in the
business of transformation. In Bethlehem, God
came to us in the form of a baby who is Jesus the
Christ. And Jesus transformed in his life the love
and power of God into the impulses of grace and

Continued on next page.
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illiteracy to read those books to us? Do you see
how easy it is? With God at the center there are no
limits to how we can join with Jesus to transform
the world.

transform this world. Now those are some resolutions worth keeping.

Happy New Year!!

May we resolve in this New Year to be about
God’s business and may we seek from this day
forward to proclaim to the world that the Messiah
has come. And then, may we go forth and declare
this good news to all whom we meet and invite
them to join with us. All the time keeping God at
the center and seeing where God will lead us to
The Knifty Knitters meet in the
Fellowship Hall at 1:30 on the first
and third Tuesday of each month.
They provide a great opportunity
for socialization in addition to a
ministry of our church. They always
welcome new people interested in creativity and friendship; please join them!

Christian Symbol
Hand of God — This symbolizes
God the Father, as well as his ownership and care of all creation. During
the Christian church’s first 800 years,
the hand was about the only symbol
used for God. Many Bible verses speak
of God’s loving, protective hand
(Psalm 138:7, Ecclesiastes 2:24, 1 Peter
5:6). In heaven, Jesus sits at God’s right hand (Mark
16:19).

A Prayer for Epiphany
O Lord Jesus Christ, heavenly King, thank you for bringing both Jews and Gentiles to hear your voice. Enable us
to follow your holy Word, as those from the East followed the leading of a star. Give us grace to confess your
holy name. Rule us by your Spirit, so that the joys of your
birth may increase in us. Hear our prayers and cries. Accept our offerings, which you yourself have given us: the
gold of our faith, the incense of our prayers, and the
myrrh of our contrite hearts. Deliver us from the destructive ways of sin, and lead us in the ways of peace and in
the paths of righteousness. Grant us all, when this life is done, a participation in the joys of the Year of
Jubilee in heaven, where we shall praise and serve you and the Father who live and reign in unity with the
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. —Wilhelm Loeh (adapted)
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Update
At this time of year, Family Promise asks people and organizations to sponsor families for Christmas. A wish list is completed
by each family member. The goal is to buy and wrap a few gifts
for each family member, so they have something to open at
Christmas. Grace was matched with a family of four. The money
raised through the Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends coupon sale
was used to sponsor our first family. Thank you to everyone who
purchased a Boscov’s coupon and a big “thank you” to our shoppers Melissa Smith, Penny Pinto, Jill Bradley, Sara Cummings, and
JoAnn Scherer for all their time and efforts to make Christmas a
little brighter for our sponsored family.
Looking ahead to 2022, our host weeks are May 2-8, July 25-31
and November 7-13.
Please keep our families in your thoughts and prayers. Consider
donating items or preparing a meal during one of our host weeks.
A list of items most needed will be in the April newsletter. If
there are any questions, do not hesitate to contact me.
Happy New Year!
Suzie Harteg
610-223-2696
saharteg@gmail.com

Highlights
Due to escalation of COVID cases:
Masks—we will continue our
mask mandate for all church services and any activities within the
church.
Church service social distancing—we are encouraging everyone to sit at least 6 feet apart from
anyone outside their own group.
2022 Budget—The budget for
next year was approved by council.
It will be presented to the congregation at the special congregational
meeting after worship on Sunday,
January 9.
Feb. 6—Annual Congregational
Meeting after worship

Christmas was such a festive time. Thanksgiving was barely over before we got busy
shopping, baking and decorating to make the holiday the most special one yet. Now it’s
January—the carols have been sung, the leftovers eaten, the fruitcakes judiciously regifted and the ornaments carefully stowed away. What’s next?
What happens in the new year?
On Sunday, January 2, 2022, the Christmas season comes to a close, and as we
gather for worship, we will replace the familiar refrains of Christmas with the
humble carols of Epiphany—the season where the manifestation of Christ, the
Word made flesh, is first revealed to the Magi.

Sunday, January 9 is liturgically listed as The Time After Epiphany/Ordinary Time and worship is focused on
the baptism of the Lord. It begins a time of reflection and renewal as we remember the commitments we
made at our own baptisms. The season is anything but ordinary as we begin the journey toward Transfiguration of our Lord on February 27. The paraments are green; a color that represents life and growth.
For me, this season is like a Reader’s Digest version of Christ’s life and teachings. The promises of the Christ
child are gradually revealed to us through scripture. We learn about Jesus’ early ministry and the calling of
disciples at this time. And we learn through Christ what God requires of us.
This January, as we consider our new year’s resolutions, let us remember the ancient stories, the promises
God has made to us and the promises we have made as a community of faith.
Blessings and peace,

Tim
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Prayer Requests
Prayer Circle: Please call the church office at 610.777.7885
to place people on the prayer circle. When your request is
received, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or
5 people in each group who will be praying for your request.
That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially good for immediate
and urgent requests.
Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: Contact the church office to add or remove people from prayers during worship and in Grace
Notes. We will remove people who have been on the list for a long time
unless we hear from members to keep specific people on the list.

Coffee Hour
We offer a time of fellowship in the Fellowship Hall
every second and fourth Sunday following our worship service. We have refreshments and light snacks.
Everyone who has been attending worship and the
Fellowship Hour has truly enjoy this opportunity to
spend time together.
In January, the sponsor for the Fellowship time refreshments is the Outreach Team.
Just a reminder that we continue to collect
food items to assist the less fortunate children in our school district who need food
Power acks over long weekends and at other times. Various organizations and churches work on this
project and Grace has been assigned breakfast items. We appreciate your diligence at bringing in any of the following items: individual servings of cereal, fruit and applesauce cups, fruit
snacks, toaster pastries, and granola bars. Periodically throughout the
school year, these items will be picked up to assemble the Power Packs,
so we truly appreciate your dedication and continued support.

New Style Envelopes
We hope you like the new style envelopes.
Yes, we know; we’ve never had this kind before. Well, there is a lot we’ve done differently over the past few years, so why not envelopes? Please remember to write
your check number in the appropriate space on the envelopes. Since they are
self-mailers, there is no longer any need to place them into another envelope. And you
can give to any fund at any time, and if you want to sponsor anything or make a contribution that is not specifically designated, just mark the envelope in the appropriate spot
or toss a note inside with your check and it will be handled.
And remember, you can always download the Vanco Mobile App for your cell phone
from the app store, or scan this QR code to be taken to our Vanco page.
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January Sponsorships
We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor
our standing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s,
the eternal flame, the Reading Eagle ad, which provides information about our worship services and
Sunday School, and bulletins. Beginning in January,
we will also seek sponsors for our Digital Ministry
program. We have set no dollar figure for this, but
encourage anyone who wants to sponsor on any given week to contribute whatever they feel this ministry is worth to them. Digital Ministry sponsors will
be recognized in the online service.
January 2 — Christmas 2
Flowers — celebrating Sharon Frantz’ birthday from her parents
Eagle Ad — Bev and John Kriczky in memory of
Claire Davidheiser and celebrating Justin’s birthday
Eternal Flame — Bob and Jeanette Fisher in
memory of Robin Seifert
Bulletins —
January 9 — Epiphany/Baptism of Our Lord

January 23

Flowers —

Flowers —

Eagle Ad —

Eagle Ad —

Eternal Flame — Bob and Jeanette Fisher in
memory of Robin Seifert

Eternal Flame — Bob and Jeanette Fisher in
memory of Robin Seifert

Bulletins —

Bulletins —

January 16

January 30

Flowers — Janice, Karen, Loren and Marcie celebrating the 98th birthday of their mother, Betty Rickenbach

Flowers —

Bob and Jeanette Fisher in memory of their daughter, Robin Seifert

Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame —

Bulletins—
Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle
ad ($20), Eternal Flame ($10), the bulletin ($25)
and Digital Ministry are available throughout the
year. We accept multiple sponsors for any item
and any date. Please call the office, email Karen
Nein, or complete the form in the narthex to
sponsor any available date for these five items.

Eagle Ad —
Eternal Flame — Bob and Jeanette Fisher in
memory of Robin Seifert
Bulletins — Betty, Karen, Loren and Marcie celebrating Janice’s birthday
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will love them! God bless you and hope you have
a Happy Thanksgiving.”

Game Day!

Thrivent Choice Dollars
We are forever grateful to all those who direct
their Thrivent Choice Dollars to Grace. In December, funds were directed to our account on
the behalf of the following members:
Richard A. Naugle
James R. Reaser

Please join us for an afternoon of fun, laughter,
and snacks. You are invited to bring your favorite
board game or card game to Fellowship Hall on
Sunday, January 16th at 2pm
and have some fun! We will
play games, eat popcorn, drink
hot chocolate, and have a great
afternoon of fellowship. Look
for the sign-up sheets at church
or call the church office to tell
us how many are attending. Invite your friends and family, all
are welcome!

Biblical Resolutions

Again, thank you for your continued support.

AmazonSmile Foundation
Around December 7, The AmazonSmile Foundation deposited $31.08 into our account as a result
of program activity between July 1 and September
30, 2021. Please remember Grace when you shop
on Amazon.

Putting Prayers to Action, Inc.
The Knifty Knitters sent six sets of pajamas and
six pair of slippers to the underprivileged of Appalachia. We received this note: “Thanks for the
slippers and p.j.’s. They look so warm! The kids

Hold firmly to your faith (Hebrews 4:14)
Assemble with the saints (Hebrews 10:25)
Pray and thank God earnestly (1 Thessalonians 5:17-18)
Petition God for great blessings (Malachi 3:10)
Yield not to temptation (1 Thessalonians 5:22)
Notice opportunities to serve others (Galatians 6:10)
Examine yourself daily (2 Corinthians 13:5)
Work diligently for the Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58)
Yearn for righteousness (Matthew 5:6)
Exercise godliness (1 Timothy 4:7)
Aim for sinless perfection (Hebrews 6:1)
Redeem the time, living wisely (Ephesians 5:15-16)

Safety Measures for Indoor Worship and Sunday School
Air - To keep everyone as safe as possible, we continue to run the fans and open windows in the
sanctuary during worship. It is imperative that, in places with poor air circulation, fresh air moves
constantly. We suggest everyone dress appropriately for the weather conditions. If it becomes too
cold or unbearable, we will return to the Fellowship Hall, but are trying to do what we can to be safe
and remain in the sanctuary.
Masks - Indoor worship in the sanctuary begins at 9:30am. We are concerned for the health of our
more vulnerable members, e.g., children and the unvaccinated, and are requiring all to wear masks
during worship in the sanctuary.
Adult Sunday School meets at 8:45 in the Fellowship Hall where the air is safer. All are welcome.
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Meet our Newest Members, the Showalter Family
The Showalters, Jeff, Abby, and Margaret (Maggie) live in Wernersville and have lived in the same development since 2009. Their latest move took them just two blocks down the road—quite a haul down the
street, but they love their neighbors and neighborhood. Their family also includes three pugs, Butters,
Noodles, and Jelly, and Abby’s dad, George.
Jeff is a teacher at Conrad Weiser East Elementary as a STEM and Gifted Support teacher for students in kindergarten to 4th grade and is in his
17th year of teaching at Weiser. Abby, the Social Media Manager for the
Hepatitis B Foundation nonprofit organization, previously worked in
social media and marketing for over 10 years. Both never moved from
Berks County. Jeff grew up in Morgantown and Abby grew up in Reading. They met at the Berkshire Mall while working in different stores.
Their wedding on July 4, 2007 in Las Vegas in a 50s-style diner, was performed by none other than the King himself, Elvis Presley. It was quite
a day that they will forever cherish.
Maggie came along on August 19, 2014, completing their family; their
lives have been better since that day. She is a bundle of joy and happiness who brightens their world each and every day. Maggie enjoys all
things unicorn as well as coloring and crafting, playing with Lego, LOL,
and Barbie dolls. She also enjoys playing with her friends, especially Mady, and spending time with extended family. She is currently in second grade at Conrad Weiser East Elementary and loves being able to
go to the same school that dad works at. We’ll see how long they can ride that train!
A big sports fan, Jeff’s favorite teams are the Carolina Panthers, UNC Tarheels for college basketball, and
the New York Yankees. He also enjoys playing fantasy football and is probably involved in more leagues
than he can handle sometimes, but he enjoys it. He also is a huge fan of all things in nerd culture, like superheroes (Superman is his favorite), comics, video games, and much more. He also enjoys all the latest
technology and spends endless amounts of time reading up and researching what is coming out. Abby
loves music and art. She likes to read and paint in her free time and do any kind of crafting with Maggie.
Also, all three have taken the Harry Potter ‘which house you belong to’ quiz and are all ‘House
Hufflepuff!’
The entire family enjoys playing all kinds of board and card
games. They live very close to the Nakonecznyj family and
the two families have become close over the last few years.
They try to have a combined family game night at least
once a month. They all enjoy the time spent together and
the games they play. Even the kids join in on the fun and it
is a good time had by all.
They came to Grace by way of the Nakonecznyj family
who encouraged them to bring Maggie along to Sunday
school via Zoom during the height of the pandemic. Maggie enjoyed Sunday school and the people she met so much
that she wanted to extend her stay and come in-person when able. They enjoy their time and the people
they have met at Grace and have found a place where they felt welcome from the beginning, a place they
could call home for Sunday worship. “Thank you everyone for welcoming us; we look forward to getting
to know all of you!”
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Weekly Worship Services posted
Online at www.graceshillington.org
Contact us:
Church phone: 610.777.7885
Pastor Colleen Cox
pastor@graceshillington.org
Tim Jenks
tjenks@graceshillington.org
Deb Jenks
djenks@graceshillington.org
Karen Nein
knein@graceshillington.org
Kim Nakonecznyj
ChristianEd@graceshillington.org
Church office
graceshillington@graceshillington.org

Church Staff
Rev. Colleen Cox ................................................... Pastor
Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate
Timothy Jenks ................ Director of Music Ministries
Deborah Jenks ...................................................Organist
Karen A. Nein .............................. Parish Administrator
Kim Nakonecznyj.......................... Christian Education
Coordinator
Brian Ruffner ........................................................ Sexton
Donald Rauber .................................................... Security

Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA
Website: www.graceshillington.org

Communication with Pastor Colleen
While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we follow synod and CDC guidelines.
Pastor Colleen will meet with anyone in her office at the convenience of both the requester and the Pastor. Either email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org, call/text her cell phone: 215.264.5274 or call the office. She would be happy to schedule an office appointment with you, speak with you on the phone or
visit if possible. Please note, however, that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on
these days only in case of an emergency, please. In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached
24/7. Please note that Pastor Colleen uses her cell phone for all emergencies so the volume is always on.
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9am or after 9pm.
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