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GraCE TIDINGS 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

I know that you have probably just finished packing 
away the Christmas decorations but I have news for 
you: Lent is right around the corner. Our Lenten 
journey begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17. 
We will have an opportunity to worship online that 
day and our service will include the imposition of 
ashes and Holy Communion. In order to prepare 
for Ash Wednesday and Lent you can stop by the 
church office and pick up your “Lent in a Bag” sup-
plies which will include a small container of ashes 
with directions on how to participate in marking the 
sign of the cross on your foreheads at home during 
our worship service. There will also be items and 
activities in the bag that you can focus on at home 
throughout our Lenten season.  

This is how we begin our journey toward the Cross, 
the tomb and resurrection. Ash Wednesday is the 
gateway to Lent. We have forty precious days to 
open ourselves up most particularly to God, and to 
examine ourselves in the presence of the one who 
created us, knows us, and loves us. We have forty 
days to face ourselves and learn to not be afraid of 
our sinfulness. The ashes we are marked with on 
Ash Wednesday connect us to one another. They 
remind us we are made of the same stuff, they con-
nect us to the creative power of God, and they re-
mind us of the cross which marks us in our Bap-
tisms. But more than anything, the ashes invite us 
into God's presence, into God's love and into God's 

gift of new life. We are dust, and to dust we shall 
return, but with God’s grace we can learn to live 
this life more fully, embracing our sinfulness, and 
allowing God to transform us. 

The season of Lent is an opportunity to clear our 
heads of distractions, to reorient ourselves back to-
wards God, the cross, and God’s love. It is a time to 
remember that we are not God. We are not immor-
tal and we are not in control. Lent is a time to ex-
amine the things that distance us from God, that 
prevent us from fully receiving God’s love and ac-
cepting ourselves as children of God. It is a time to 
return to God. 

I am looking forward to journeying with all of you.  

Yours in Christ, 

 

Return to the Lord, your God, for God is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 

Joel 2:13 
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Sermon by Phone 

For anyone without internet access, Pastor Colleen’s Sunday sermons are now 
available by phone!  Just dial 610.463.0094 any time during the week and you’ll 
hear the sermon delivered by Pastor Colleen from the preceding Sunday. 

Alleluia! 
You received an Alleluia sign in your newsletter. We 
are inviting you to decorate it any way you’d like 
and return it to the church by February 10th. We will 
bury the alleluias during our February 14th Transfig-
uration online worship service. Then our Alleluias 
will decorate our worship space for Easter Sunday.  

Lent in a Bag 

You are invited to call and stop by the church office 
and pick up your “Lent in a Bag”. Inside each bag 
will be ashes for our Ash Wednesday online wor-
ship with instructions. There will be other items in 
the bag for you to use throughout your Lenten jour-
ney. This is a wonderful way to be connected to one 
another even if we are still apart. This is also a great 
way for you and your entire family to be intentional 
about your Lenten devotions. I hope you will all 
stop by to pick up your bag.  

Resurrection Eggs 

Families of Grace, 

During the Children’s Time 
part of the worship service on 
the six Sundays of Lent, we 
will be working on a Resur-

rection Eggs project.  In preparation for this pro-
ject, please save any type of 12 count egg carton.  
You will also need 12 plastic eggs.  You can number 
either the eggs or the spaces in the carton.  Feel free 
to decorate your egg carton as you wish and email 
photos to the church office. 

The K-6 Sunday School class will continue to meet 
every other week via Zoom meetings for more fel-
lowship and lessons from An Illustrated Compas-
sion – Learning to Love Like God. 

Yours in Christ, Kim 

The Word in Season 

Our shipment of the quar-
terly Word in Season was 
delayed due to post office 
slowdowns. But, now we 
have a second shipment 
and encourage everyone to 
stop by and pick one up 
for yourself and take one 
to a neighbor, friend or 
relative who may need 
some daily comfort in 
God’s word. We have large
-print editions as well as 
the regular size ones. If you can’t make it to the of-
fice, call Karen and we’ll work out something! 

Budget Meeting Results 

The budget meeting was held via Zoom on Sunday, January 24, at 11 AM. 35 participants resulted 

in the attendance of 44 

individuals. After expla-

nations and discussion, 

the 2021 budget was 

passed. We hope to have 

even more participants 

for the Congregational 

Meeting on February 21. 
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Update on Return to In-Person Worship and  

Notice of Annual Congregational Meeting 

During this unprecedented global pandemic, rest assured that Pastor Colleen, 
the staff, and Church Council have been making decisions to keep the congre-
gation safe while continuing to provide opportunities to meet your ministerial 
needs, such as on-line services.  Although the on-line services that are available 
on the Grace web site, www.graceshillington.org, are wonderful blessings to 
enjoy, the leadership team has been working relentlessly to find a solution to 
restart in-person worship services as safely as possible.  However, there is no 
established date for when in-person worship will begin again.   

As part of the work to get prepared for in-person worship, HVAC experts as-
sessed that it would be cost-prohibitive to upgrade the air handling system in 
the sanctuary to meet the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
guidelines to minimize the risk of air-born transmission of the COVID-19 vi-
rus. Fortunately, the Fellowship Hall’s air handling system could be upgraded at 
a reasonable cost to make that space suitable for in-person worship. According-
ly, at the November Council meeting, Church Council passed a motion for the installation of the upgrade 
to the air handling system in the Fellowship Hall based on recommendations from the HVAC experts.  
Additionally, Council decided that air conditioning be included in the upgrade to make the space more 
comfortable when the weather gets warm again. The cost of the total system upgrade was funded by a 
significant contribution from the Endowment Fund and the balance was covered by the Growth Fund.  

In-person worship will not occur until the HVAC upgrade in the Fellowship Hall is complete. The timing 
is still being finalized, but it will likely not be completed until March or April 2021.   

This topic and the other important business at Grace will be covered at the annual Congregational Meet-
ing that is scheduled for 21 February 2021 from 10-11:30AM. That virtual meeting will be a Zoom meet-

ing format. You can join the meeting at the following 
link, https://zoom.us/j/96679940421, on your device of 
choice, or you can join the meeting via phone by dialing 
(929)205-6099 and entering the meeting ID 966 7994 
0421.   

Thank you for your continued prayers and generosity.  
Your continued support and patience during this pan-
demic are greatly appreciated. Please pray that Church 
Council continues to make informed decisions to keep 
Grace viable and safe while meeting your ministerial 
needs. 

We do not know what this New Year holds for us as a congregation and a community, but we know we 
do not enter this New Year alone. We enter secure in our faith that the One who created us from the very 
beginning leads and guides us into the days ahead. Together we shall move forward in faith surrounded 
and held up by the love of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.  

Have a blessed day, 

Jim Thompson 

President, Church Council 

https://zoom.us/j/96679940421
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‘Souper’ Bowl Sunday—February 7, 2021 

Line Up for our drive-by soup drop-off 
Kick off at 11 AM, lasting ‘til 12 Noon on the Liberty Street “field.”  Please wear 

a mask and a team jersey (if you have one) and support our souper bowl team, 

“Helping Harvest.” Remember to huddle your can(s) of soup with a rubber 

band and a dollar bill for an extra point! (“dollar” bills can be any denomination 

from $1 to $100). Pass along this information... Draft family, friends, and neigh-

bors to help support our ‘souper’ bowl! All soup cans and cash go directly to 

support “Helping Harvest.” Thank you,  

Grace Church Team Players! 

On Saturday morning March 14, 2020, Deb and I 
came to Grace to meet with Pastor Tom, Pastor 
Roper, Jim Thompson and Paul Eppley to record a 
service that would be posted on the church website. 
It was short and sweet, consisting of organ settings 
of two hymns, readings, a sermon and prayers. It 
was a humble start to a new ministry at Grace. As 
we approach the one-year mark of our online minis-
try, I would like to pull back the curtain to give a 
sense of how our weekly services come together and 
introduce you to the team. 

As a staff, Pastor Colleen, Karen Nein, Kim Na-
konecznyj, Deb and I meet regularly to plan ahead. 
Ideas are shared and set in motion to ensure that 
worship is cohesive in supporting the Word. Pastor 

Colleen prepares prayers, sermons and readings. Ka-
ren prepares Grace Notes and assembles and dis-
tributes liturgies and readings for the services to 
Pastor Colleen, to readers and to Paul Eppley to be 
formatted for the online bulletin.  

Kim works with Pastor Colleen to explore different 
ways to engage children in worship and prepares 
Children’s messages on occasion. Deb and I plan 
music for each service. Deb selects and/or prepares 
any instrumental music for worship and provides 
underscore music for the prayers. For the first few 
services, the hymns were simply played on the or-
gan. As we received feedback from worshippers, we 
began to tap into Grace’s library of pre-recorded 
services to foster a sense of worshipping and sing-
ing together as a church family. The collection of 
prerecorded hymns and music that Rob Skoniczin 
and Paul Eppley have developed and maintained 
became an invaluable part of this mew ministry. 
Hymns are selected and slides are created with back-
ground pictures and text to provide video for pa-
rishioners to follow and sing.  

The prepared slides are sent to Rob who sorts 
through the audio files to find the strongest record-
ings. He then adds animation to the slides so that 
picture and text flow smoothly from beginning to 
end. Music selections are sent to both Rob and Paul 
for adjustments to enhance the quality and ensure 
an even sound from beginning to end of a selection 

Continued on page 6 
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February Sponsorships 

We appreciate all those who have stepped up and 
continue to step up to sponsor some of our stand-
ing expenses: altar flowers from Stein’s, the eternal 
flame (the candle that remains lit 24/7 and hangs 
above the choir loft behind the altar) and the Read-
ing Eagle ad (which shares information about our 
online worship, Bible studies and Sunday School.  

February 7 

Flowers —  Anne Scheirer in memory of her dad, 
Arthur A. Michelson 

Eagle Ad — Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of 
Ben’s birthday 

Eternal Flame— Alex Scheirer to the Glory of 
God 

February 14 — Transfiguration 

Flowers — Barb Nowotarski celebrating the 100th 
birthday of her mother, Myrtle Schlouch 

Eagle Ad— Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of 
Bevin’s birthday 

Eternal Flame— Anne and Bill Scheirer to the 
Glory of God 

February 21—Lent 1(no flowers during Lent) 

Eagle Ad— Anne and Bill Scheirer in honor of An-
nelie’s birthday 

Eternal Flame—  

February 28—Lent 2 

Eagle Ad— 

Eternal Flame—  

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20) and the Eternal Flame ($10) are available as 

noted above and throughout the next year. 

Please call the office or email Karen to sponsor any 
available date for these three items. 

We have had good response to the flowers on the 
altar for the recorded services, and Altar Guild vol-
unteers have agreed to deliver them to our home-
bound members. We thank everyone who volun-
teers to deliver flowers. During Lent we will no 
have flowers on the altar. A sponsorship form for 

Altar Guild for February 

Cheryl Gable 

Gloria Schneiderhan 

Easter flowers appears on page 9 for those who 
desire to memorialize a loved one or honor the 
person(s) of their choice on Easter Sunday. These 
potted plants, lilies, daffodils and tulips, will be 
delivered to our homebound members and possi-
bly those who may be honored on Easter Sunday. 
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individually and in conjunction with other audio in 
the service. 

In addition to the videos he records, Paul gathers 
the individual recordings from readers. Once all 
parts of the service are gathered, he adds service 
text to the video and puts all pieces together in ser-
vice order. Visual and audio adjustments are made 
as need and the service is posted. 

Other members of the team include: Pat Herbst, 
who has been proofreading since the beginning to 
ensure the online bulletin is accurate; Marcie Bilger, 
who schedules readers for each service; Jan Yost 
who prepares the altar table appropriately and vol-
unteers from the Altar Guild for distributing flow-
ers to our homebound; and finally, all of the readers 
and musicians who have prepared and sent videos 
help lead our weekly worship. 

It was interesting to go back to the service from 
Sunday, March 15, 2020 see how we have grown 
together in Grace thanks to the talent and dedica-
tion of everyone involved. 

Blessings, 

Tim  

Szigeti Family Update 

The Szigeti children are busy living their lives and 
enjoying life. Nora is soon to be 24 years old. Can 
you believe it? Most of you remember her when 
she was a newborn. Nora is working at Joanne fab-
ric in Wyomissing. She loves it so if you go to Jo-
anne, look her up. She would love to help you. 
Danny is working full time in Lancaster at UTZ 
pretzels. He is a mixer for them on second shift 
now. So if you eat UTZ pretzels, Danny mixed 
them. He seems to like his work and he is working 
hard. Hanna and Jim are doing well. Hanna is still 
teaching 8th grade English at a school in Maryland. 
She will receive her masters in English this May. 
She can’t wait. She is now taking her last class. Jim 
is doing very well at seminary in Gettysburg. He is 
in his second year. He loves it and can now serve as 
a guest pastor. He has served several times now and 
just loves it. Jim and Hannah just bought a mobile 
home in Franklin county and moved in the week 

after Christmas. They are still getting settled in their 
nice starter home.— 

from Chris & Karoly Szigeti  

Thank You for Your Contin-

ued Support 

We are thankful for your 
continued support of contributions of 
cash, check, or through VANCO. 

Blessings to you! 

 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

We have been notified that a contribution of $410 

has been deposited into our checking account 

through Thrivent Choice®. Members who have 

designated their dollars to help us out are:  

Theodore H. Ennis 

Michael B. Miller 

Karl E. Sweigert 

Linda F. Sweigert 

Thank you for your continued support! 

 

In January, John Vincent, husband of 
Cynthia Vincent, left this world to be 
with our Lord and Savior. 

 

Contest Results 

Just to see how many read the newsletter and enjoy 

playing some games with challenges, we will period-

ically hold a contest. Last month, readers were 

tasked with locating the little black stars throughout 

the newsletter. We had one person who found all 15 

stars: Suzie Harteg! We appreciate all those who 

scanned the newsletter to submit guesses!  

Stay tuned for the next contest. It will involve an-

swering questions about articles in the newsletter 

and perhaps about our online worship services and 

maybe some GELC history!  

Continued from page 4 
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from a phone call of January 6: 

Thank you to everyone for all the prayers and beau-
tiful cards I received after my son passed away sud-
denly. I am so blessed to be involved with this 
church. 

Patricia Lamber 

From an email dated December 25: 

We want to thank the members of Grace Lutheran 
for the flowers, the prayers, the Advent calendar, 
and the many Christmas cards. Carl is recovering 
from replacement knee surgery and Beryl is recover-
ing from back surgery. We are both doing well. 

Your kindness is appreciate. May God Bless you all. 

Beryl and Carl Hill 

from an email dated January 7: 

Dear Grace Family,  My mother and I want to thank 
you so very much for the beautiful and thoughtful 
cards she received to celebrate her 95th birth-
day. Even though we have been separated from our 
brothers and sisters in Christ here at Grace, that can 
never prevent the agape love from reaching out to 
others. God has truly blessed Mom and I with our 
"family" here at Grace. So until we can unite again 
in that beautiful sanctuary, as our 8 year old Olivia 
concluded in her "informative essay" on COVID 
for school,  BE CAREFUL and STAY SAFE !!! 

Nancy Kennedy and Betty Guldin 

Paraphrased from a letter dated December 21 

Dear Rev. Cox and Friends,  

Thank you for your continued support and gener-
ous donation of $2,000 and the many items from 
our wish list.  

For 25 years, Mary’s Shelter has listened and re-
sponded to the needs of our community. Young 
women found a home for themselves and their new-
borns. Homeless teenagers found safety, compas-
sion and a way off the streets. 

Our young people know that you care about them 
and their well-being. I can see by the joy on their 
faces they realize and appreciate everything you do 
to help them achieve their goals. 

Together we can change lives. 

Sincerely, Christine Folk-Orth, RN 

Executive Director 

Paraphrased from a letter dated December 16: 

Dear friends of Family Promise: 

Thank you for the continued and generous support 
Grace has given to Family Promise of Berks County 
over the years. The investments you have made to 
help us fulfill our mission are immensely appreciat-
ed. Your donation of $2,000 enabled us to provide 
care and services to hardworking families who have 
fallen on difficult times. 

Our programs are designed to help those in need all 
while engaging people with diverse backgrounds to 
come together and form lasting partnerships. Con-
tributions like yours indicate that our reach has gone 
beyond the confines of a program and inspired indi-
viduals oto invest in our vision to help guild strong-
er communities. We truly value this partnership and 
look forward to new ways we can serve families in 
need together. 

Thanks again from the board of directors, staff and 
families that need a helping hand in crisis. We will 
continue to provide help for today and hope for to-
morrow. 

With gratitude,  

Elise Chesson, Executive Director 

 

From a conversation with Karen: 

Thank you so much for all the birthday cards, wish-
es and prayers. My Grace family has been so sup-
portive and loving. I can’t tell you how much it 
means to me. 

Betty J. Rickenbach 
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Highlights from December 16, 2020 Meeting 

Return to in-person Worship Update – (letter from Council President 
Jim Thompson appeared in the January newsletter) 

Current Facility Usage-  In response to the most recent COVID PA 
state guidelines the following temporary changes are in place: 

 Encore – temporarily stopped operations at Grace with the exception of 
Meals On Wheels which is continuing to operate out of the kitchen 

 Olivet – capped attendance to be inline with state guidelines 

 Scouts – not currently meeting  

Committee Highlights: 

Christian  Education –  Confirmation Class and Sunday School continue to meet via  Zoom every other 
Sunday with 15-18 children in attendance (SS). The children are enjoying this time together and there has 
been very good feedback from parents.  

Special Congregational Meeting will be held virtually on Sunday January 24, 2021 at 10:00 am. The pur-
pose of this meeting is to discuss and submit approval for the 2021 budget as well as to provide detailed 
update on efforts to return to in person worship. 

Annual Congregational Meeting - The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held virtually during the 
first quarter of the year -  date to be determined. 

Highlights from January 20, 2021 Meeting 

Treasurer’s Report – Gary Yost reported that there were no unplanned extraordinary income or expense 
items for the month of December.  Regular envelope giving for the month rose to more normal levels 
versus those of the previous few months.  We also received contributions for Christmas, just not to the 
extent of prior years. We did manage to complete this difficult year with a positive cash flow.  The Fi-
nance Committee thanks the council for its guidance, the staff and committee leadership for their manage-
ment of the operations, and our membership for their faithful financial support.   

Current Facility Usage- In response to the most recent COVID PA state guidelines the following tempo-
rary changes are in place: 

  Encore – temporarily stopped operations at Grace with the exception of Meals On Wheels which 
is continuing to operate out of the kitchen 

  Olivet – capped attendance to be in line with state guidelines 

  Scouts – not currently meeting. 

 Laptop for Parish Administrator – in effort to allow flexibility for our Parish Administrator to be able to 
work from home as needed in order to reduce her risk of COVID-19 exposure a laptop computer has 
been purchased for her use. Files are currently being transferred and technical details addressed. During 
times when she is working from home phone calls coming to the church number will be forwarded to her. 

Committee Highlights: 

Christian  Education –  Sunday School for children is continuing to meet via  Zoom every other Sunday 
with good attendance and positive feedback from children and parents received. 3 children are participat-
ing in Confirmation Class.  

**New Adult Bible Study – Pastor Colleen is leading an adult bible study called “Listening for God” 
which began on January 19th and will continue to meet on Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm via Zoom. There 
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was an excellent turnout of 12 people for the first class with more expected and welcome to join next 
week.  

Annual Congregational Meeting - The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held virtually via Zoom 
on February 21, 2021 at 10:00 am. For anyone unable to access via Zoom there will be an option to dial 
in by phone.  

Grace Is Going into Farming 

 As we enter the season of Lent, the Congregational Ministries commit-
tee would like to ask for your assistance in establishing a 
farm!! Beginning on February 17, Ash Wednesday, we would like to in-
vite you to put aside some change, or a dollar or any amount daily, to 
help us build a farm. Your contributions will go to ELCA World Hun-
ger where they will help a family (or we hope families) in being able to 
purchase livestock for their families and communities. Please save mon-
ey towards this amazing project to help families become self-
sustaining.  Perhaps you want to set aside your pocket change, maybe 
you and your family will designate a jar that everyone can contribute to, 
however you save, your money could go toward the following animals:  

Pig $30 Flock of chicks $10 
Cow $500 Flock of Chicks and a Goat $60 
Goat $50 

And a whole farm is $715…we’d love to set a goal to help 2 families with a full farm! 

 We would love it if you would weekly mail or drop off your contributions during Lent to church in a 
Special Envelope marked Farm Animals. During Lent, make sure to watch weekly the front yard of 
Grace...you may just see some animals roaming around! Thank you in advance for your generosity and 
your help with this fun project. 

The Congregational Ministries Team 

Easter Flower Sponsorship Form 

I would like to sponsor flowers: 

In loving memory of: _______________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

How I’d like the sponsorship listed: by ___________________________________________________  

In honor of:  ______________________________________________________________________  

 ________________________________________________________________________________  

How I’d like the sponsorship listed: by ___________________________________________________  

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________  

Check # ___________ in the amount of $  ______________   Please mail/deliver to the office by March 29 
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COVID has changed us all and that includes many, many services and programs that serve the community.  
They have had to rethink the way things had been done to keep people safe and healthy at all cost. Starting in 
March, Family Promise housed the current guests (at the time), at the day center in Reading. Week after week, 
the various congregations (including Grace) in Berks County would provide meals and supplies to those fami-
lies. This summer after the two families “graduated” into their own apartments, the day center underwent 
much needed renovations for several months. Thus, no new families were admitted to the 90-day program.   

 Family Promise is transitioning into a new model – the Apartment Shelter Project.  The following is a state-
ment from Deborah Rhodes, FP’s Volunteer & Community Engagement Coordinator. 

 “Please know that our Hospitality Network Program has never “stopped” or ceased to operate despite 
the challenges of the pandemic or halt to the rotational model. We still serve families through the support 
and help of community partners like you. We have simply modified our approach for the overnight piece 
by focusing on prevention, diversion, and rapid rehousing. In many cases we have worked closely with 
partnering agencies to secure housing and shelter as we work with families toward stability. We have con-
tinued to provide case management, budget counseling, basic needs, food donations and more to the 
families on our caseload. We have secured substantial grants that help cover rent and security deposits 
and can thus rapidly rehouse families that come to us for shelter.”  

 “There is still a need for shelter however, as many of the emergency shelters are at capacity and have re-
duced bed counts to observe social distancing. Limited resources exist for intact families and youth. 
Keeping families together is still our priority. In addition, the rental/housing market is difficult to navi-
gate rapidly due to a lack of affordable quality housing.”  

 “We have secured funding through a grant and generous donor which will allow us to move forward 
with the new Apartment Shelter model as soon as the right apartments are located. We are still searching 
and touring apartments on a daily basis. Unfortunately, finding suitable living arrangements for our pro-
gram has had its barriers. Much like the barriers our clients have, we have found apartments that are on 
the market for rent, that would be unsafe or unsuitable for anyone to live in.”   

 “As we continue to speak with realtors, property managers, owners and other community providers, we 
also encourage our volunteers and congregations to forward any leads you may have for a 1-3 
bedroom apartment or home for rent under $850 a month. We simply need folks that would be on 
board to lease with Family Promise directly. This contract would have many benefits for a landlord, in-
cluding guaranteed rent (paid six months ahead of time), and, without the restraints of COVID eviction-
freeze (in other words, our clients are not “tenants” with their own individual lease, rather their stay 
would be < 90 days or less and Family Promise would provide oversight to ensure the unit is kept clean, 
and that those who are in our program, are working towards housing stability. The only thing we hope 
for, is if one of our clients achieves financial stability, that they are considered for any other open units 
that the landlord may have available for rent.”    

 “Since our clients will be in an apartment, they will also have access to a kitchen. When congregations 
were hosting, meals were prepared daily for those staying in the church. While we first discussed meal 
drop off for the apartment shelter program, we’d like to also let congregations know that they may also 
choose to drop off gift cards to the grocery store so that clients can plan, buy, and prepare food for them-
selves and their family. This may lessen the burden on many of you, as preparing all the meals and doing 
multiple drop offs may be cumbersome. Congregations are still more than welcome to do the meal drop 
off or a hybrid of both (meal drop off and a gift card). This may also be easier for the families who 

UPDATE 
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have allergies, do not eat meat, gluten-free, etc. This also instills self-sufficiency and empowers the cli-
ent to oversee something when much of their current situation leads them to feel powerless. Family 
Promise puts the decision in the hands of the congregation, whether they want to do a prepared food 
drop off or gift card. We do want congregations to be aware, that drop-offs will be contactless and volun-
teers will not be engaging with clients directly due to the COVID-19 virus, to protect both clients and 
volunteers and for everyone’s safety. We realize this is not an ideal situation, but want to assure everyone 
that there will be opportunities for engagement in the future, when things are safer.”    

“There are other ways that congregations/volunteers can assist our families in this program aside from 
food drop offs.  Different families may have different needs. One family may need a tutor, another may 
need assistance with finding employment leads, and we always need housing advocates to help find units 
for when clients graduate our program. Many of these opportunities to assist can be done virtually, and 
with some discretion and safeguards, in-person at everyone’s level of comfort and precautions. Support-
ing our families goes beyond meal drop-off, and we appreciate everyone’s contribution in the past, pre-
sent, and future. “ 

For our first “host week”, January 31 to February 7, I have asked for donations of non-perishable food stuffs, 
cleaning supplies, toiletries and gift cards. Our next “host week” is scheduled for May. We will see how they 
have progressed with the apartment shelter project and re-evaluate how we may be of service at that time. Any 
questions may be directed to me. 

 

Happy New Year! 
 
Suzie Harteg 

610-223-2696 

saharteg@gmail.com 

Pictured below left: contributions Grace members made to provide greatly 

needed items for Mary’s Shelter residents at Christmas. Below right: Suzie 

Harteg bringing those items into Mary’s Shelter. 

Pictured at right: offering envelopes. 

Please pick up your envelopes if you have-

n’t already done so, ask a neighbor to 

pick them up for you or call the office. (it 

would cost about $10 to mail one set). 
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Grace Tidings Staff 
Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members  

Editor: Karen A. Nein  

Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko  

Collators: Carol Baker, Marcie Bilger, Jane Heydt, Diane Hol-

land, Nancy Kennedy, Joan Kulp, Pat Lamber, Janice Maulick, 

Shirley Rhein, Nancy Smith, Rosemary Witmer, Barbara Wolfe 

At this time, our usual coordinators and collators are on hiatus due to 

COVID-19. Several volunteers are assisting in the office as needed. 

Weekly Worship Services posted 
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Contact us: 
Church phone: 610.777.7885 Fax: 610.777.3841 

 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
 Church office graceshillington@graceshillington.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA 

Website: www.graceshillington.org 

Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ................................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper .............................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ................ Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein  .............................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj .......................... Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  .................................................... Security 

Communication with Pastor Colleen 

While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following synod and CDC 
guidelines to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not have regular office hours at the 
church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you can call/text her cell phone: 
215.264.5274.  

Pastor Colleen can be reached 24/7 in case of Pastoral emergencies.  

Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

