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There is finally a chill in the air, the leaves have all just about fallen off the trees, and it is beginning to 

look and feel a bit like Christmas. Regardless of this look and feel, I am aware that this season is already 

feeling like a different kind of Christmas. Do you feel it this year too? The Pandemic in our country is 

putting a damper on our holiday shopping and traveling. We are in a time of transition in our country po-

litically. Some of us have experienced loss in our families this year that is making it difficult to feel the 

Christmas spirit. And there is a general feeling of unease and restlessness in our homes, our communities, 

and even in our church. The holiday times are supposed to be wonderful, filled with songs of joy to the 

world and deck the halls. However, for some, the holidays are not all they are cracked up to be.  

So into this general unease come the words of the prophet Isaiah:  

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —  

on them light has shined. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Into the general unease of a community over 2,000 years ago came these 

words. Into the lives of a poor carpenter and his pregnant young wife, 

came this proclamation. Into a world of darkness a Savior was born, a 

son was given, and the dark has never again been able to take hold.  

You see, that’s really the point. It may feel like a different kind of Christmas because it feels like a differ-

ent kind of world, with new problems, and new worries. But what shines brightly is that same star of 

hope. What makes all the difference is that same unconditional and all consuming love that is born into 

our world.  

It is a different kind of Christmas for most of us. It is never the “right time.” Our hearts are never per-

fectly ready, open and willing to receive the birth of this child. Yet, every year we are told to prepare. 
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Every year we find ourselves up to our necks in 

darkness, or grief, or just the busyness of the season 

and an Angel of the Lord descends into our lives 

and says, “I am bringing you good news of great joy 

for all the people.” No matter what our world may 

look or feel like. No matter how unprepared our 

hearts may feel. No matter how different this 

Christmas may appear… the star still appears, the 

shepherds still gather their flocks, and the light of 

the world is once again birthed into the lowly stable 

of our lives. Into the darkest of nights a light is 

born. This child is God enfleshed, the Holy of Ho-

lies born as a human child. The Prince of Peace, 

born in a land at war. The only hope for a hopeless 

people. 

And so in the company of shepherds and angels, we 

sing. In the face of sorrow, we sing of joy as scan-

dalous as the incarnation. In the shadow of war, we 

sing of peace as lasting as the North Star. In the 

face of a different kind of Christmas we glorify and 

praise God, for we are about to witness the hopes 

and fears of all the years converge in a swaddled 

little baby. Thanks be to God! 

      Merry Christmas! 
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Highlights from the November 18 Meeting 

Progress Toward Return to In-Person Worship Update:  

The Executive Committee and Congregational Council are continuing to 

work diligently on all aspects of mitigation necessary for creating a safe 

environment for return to in-church worship.  

Fellowship Hall HVAC Upgrade  

Options are being explored for upgrading the HVAC system in the Fellowship Hall which would include 

adding an air filtration system as well as AC units. This will improve the air quality for all who utilize the 

area. It has been determined that the Fellowship Hall will be the safest place for our initial return to in-

person worship during the pandemic.  

Penn Valley Chemical Cleaning Training  

Penn Valley Chemical will complete an assessment of the cleaning  needs of Grace followed by a training 

in Cleaning, Disinfecting & Sanitizing for COVID-19. Representatives from outside groups utilizing our 

building (Boy Scouts, Cub Scouts, Olivet & Berks Encore) will join staff and members in attendance. The 

training will be held on Tuesday, December 1 at 7 PM. 

Active Pure Air Purifier/Room Sanitizer  

Council is exploring the purchase of this mobile unit  which would be able to be moved throughout the 

church to various rooms for sanitizing, air purifying and air/surface cleaning.  

Committee Highlights 

Christian  Education 

Sunday School began by Zoom on Nov. 1 at 10 am. and will be meeting twice per month going forward.  

18 children attended on opening day and had a wonderful time sharing, talking about what smell they 

were grateful for and getting to know Pastor Colleen. The curriculum for this year is all about Compas-

sion.  

Property Committee 

Property committee continues to be very active with addressing maintenance issues throughout the build-

ing as well as major project  items including continuing with bathroom renovations  and water cooler re-

placement outside of the church office.  

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held in early January to review and approve the 2021 budget.  

The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held during the first quarter of 2021. Dates for both meet-

ings to be determined.  

Sermon by Phone 

For anyone without internet access, Pastor Colleen’s Sunday sermons are now 
available by phone!  Just dial 610.463.0094 any time during the week and you’ll 
hear the sermon delivered by Pastor Colleen from the preceding Sunday. 
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All are invited to join us for a zoom Advent bible study on Tuesday, Dec, 

1, 8, & 15 at 7 PM. We will be studying and discussing the scripture texts 

for the Sundays in Advent. Why not gather together and see beyond the 

hustle and bustle and glitter of the season? This is an Advent season like 

no other, so please join us for conversation and prayers as we listen for 

what God is saying to us today and for the world in which we live. If you 

are interested please email Pastor Colleen at pastor@graceshillington.org 

for the zoom invite. All are welcome!!  

Christian Symbol: The Advent Wreath 

The Advent wreath is a symbol of watchfulness and increasing joy as we 

anticipate Jesus’ birth. The wreath’s circular shape symbolizes eternity, or 

life without end. The candles remind us that Jesus is the Light of the 

World — he brought light and life to a dark world (see John 1:4-5). On 

each of the four Sundays of Advent, we light a new candle. As the light 

grows, so does our hope and joy.  

Compassion International 

Quite a few years ago, a one-time member started a 

crusade to sponsor two children from other coun-

tries; two children who had nothing and need every-

thing, from food to school supplies and emotional 

support. Grace agreed and we received names and 

information about two children. Over the years, 

one grew out of the program and we were assigned 

another child.  

At the present time, we sponsor 

Estarichard, from Tanzania, 

who just turned 19, (pictured at 

left at age 17)  and Pedro, age 

11, from Mexico (pictured in 

the next column at age 9) .  

We periodically receive, from our sponsored chil-

dren, photos and letters writ-

ten in their native language 

with a translation beneath it.  

Unfortunately, there is no 

one or group to respond to 

these letters, like the Grace 

youth used to.  

At the current time, we have one member who re-

members these children and contributes to this pro-

gram. We our thankful to her dedication to this 

program. 

If you are interested in learning more, perhaps writ-

ing a letter to these children, then please contact the 

office for more information. 

In the mean time, please pray for these children, 

and other children who are in need throughout the 

world. 

Communication is Key 

Grace emails members and friends who want to stay in touch, know when we post our on-line worship 

services and have special events and needs. If you are not getting these emails but want to, please notify 

Karen at knein@graceshillington.org. Karen notes that if you have Gmail, and don’t recall seeing any 

emails lately, check your promotion tab, find a Grace email, drag it to your primary tab, and when asked 

if you want all emails from this source to go to your primary tab, click ‘yes.’ 

mailto:pastor@graceshillington.org
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December Sponsorships 

Until it is safe to worship in the building and use 
handouts, we do not need bulletin sponsors. At 
this point, we need eternal flame, Eagle Ad and 
flower sponsors. We appreciate your financial sup-
port in these matters. 

December  6, Advent 2 

Flowers —  Jack and Shirley Rhein, remembering 
December 7 

Eagle Ad —  

Eternal Flame—  

December 13, Advent 3 

Flowers — Sharon Smith, celebrating Nancy 
Smith’s birthday 

Eagle Ad—Janice, Karen and Loren for sister Mar-
cie’s birthday 

Eternal Flame— Betty Rickenbach for daughter 
Marcie Bilger’s birthday 

December 20, Advent 4 

Flowers—  

Eagle Ad—  

Eternal Flame— Suzie Harteg, in memory of Ar-
delle and Richard Herzog 

December 24 & 27, Christmas Eve and the First 

Sunday of Christmas  

Flowers— poinsettias from the congregation 

Eagle Ad—The Scheirer Family in gratitude for the 
family of Christ at Grace 

Eternal Flame— Suzie Harteg in memory of Blaine 
Harteg, Jr. and June Harteg 

 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 
ad ($20) and the Eternal Flame ($10) are available as 
noted above and throughout the next year. 

Please call the office or email Karen to sponsor any 
available date for these three items. 

We have had good response to the flowers on the 
altar for the recorded services, and Altar Guild vol-
unteers have agreed to deliver them to our home-
bound members.  

We would like to decorate the chancel for Christ-
mas Eve and the first Sunday of Christmas worship 
services with just enough poinsettias to be able to 
take one to each of our homebound members. If 
you would like to contribute to the cost of these 
flowers, as a dedication of someone, or in memory 
of someone, please do so. There will be a special 

document at-
tached to the 
email about the 
worship service 
with all contrib-
utors’ names and 
dedications/
memorials. The 
form for poin-
settia sponsor-
ship is found on 
page 15 of this 
newsletter.  
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Thrivent Dollars 

Thank you to the following individuals who di-

rected their Thrivent dollars to Grace. We are for-

ever grateful for the continued support from our 

members.  

Susan Bamburak 

Diane E. Renninger 

Again, thank you! 

Christmas Cards to our Homebound 

Members 

Included with this newsletter is a list of homebound 

members who would greatly appreciate receiving 

Christmas cards to lift their spirits. This list is print-

ed on green paper. 

Christmas Outreach 

Instead of the “star tree” in the Narthex this Ad-

vent season, the Outreach Committee selected a 

non-profit organization with which to share Christ-

mas blessings: Mary’s Shelter. The following is a list 

of ideas for gift-giving. These items can be dropped 

off at the church office until noon on Monday, De-

cember 14. 

 Baby towels and washcloths 

 Crib sheets 

 Diapers, sizes 4, 5 & 6 

 Baby shampoo/bath soap/lotion 

 Onesies 

 Twin size “bed in a bag” 

 Mixing bowls, all sizes 

 Flatware 

 Plastic food storage containers 

 Large stirring spoons and spatulas 

 Baby laundry detergent 

 Adult size towels and washcloths 

Thank you! 

Volunteers Desired 

According to Wikipedia, a 

“prayer circle” literally is a group 

of people joining hands in a cir-

cle and praying. Prayer circles 

have existed for centuries, and 

still can be found in different cultures and religions. 

There are also prayer circles which are circular laby-

rinths that you walk while praying. 

Here at Grace, the Prayer Circle doesn’t meet to-

gether to join hands and pray. It is a group of mem-

bers who are willing to pray for someone in need; 

someone who is suffering physically, emotionally, 

or spiritually. Of course, prayers of praise and 

thanksgiving can be offered up on behalf of some-

one, too. 

It is the belief in the power of prayer that motivates 

these members to devote time to praying for others.  

As Paul wrote to the Phillippians in chapter 4, vers-

es 6-7, “do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanks-

giving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-

standing, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.” 

We are seeking more members for our Prayer Circle 

here at Grace because some of our longstanding 

prayer warriors have passed on to the Heavenly 

Kingdom and others are no longer able. As a mem-

ber of the Circle, you will receive a phone call or 

email from another member requesting you to pray 

for someone. Sometimes reasons for prayers are 

given, and sometimes we just know that someone is 

in need of prayers. You may be asked to pass on 

this information to another member of the Circle. 

Confidentiality is important. 

Please pray about becoming a member of the Pray-

er Circle. If you are interested or have questions, 

please contact Karen Nein. 

Mark 11:24  - “Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask in 

prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be 

yours.” 
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Member News 

Dylan Holland, grandson of Diane Holland, won 

first place at the Berks County Junior High cross 

country meet on October 24th. He is a student at 

Exeter School District. The race was held at the 

Reading Fairgrounds in Bern Township. Dylan has 

been involved in track and cross country since he 

was eight years old. 

Joyful Noise Collection on Reformation Sunday 

At the outdoor service on Reformation Sunday, October 25, the children in attendance happily gathered 

the yellow joyful noise collection cups and bounced around the worshipping members to collect change 

and dollar bills.  They collected more than $66! It was amazing, and Sandy and the Olivet children were 

delighted to see how much Grace cares that they have money for milk and juice from the vending ma-

chine specifically placed for their nutritional needs. Their note is above. 

The photo at left is a snapshot of the altar 

set-up for All Saints Day. If you haven’t 

seen the service yet, please go to our web-

site and click on the link for November 

1, All Saints Day. 

On the right: If you’ve ever wondered who 

records all the online worship services, 
now you know: it’s Paul Eppley. We are 

so thankful to Paul who is dedicated to 

making our online worship services go so 

well.  

Pick-up Your Envelopes, Please! 

Because we are not meeting in the building, the 

Stewardship Committee set aside a couple of Sun-

days for members to pick up their boxed envelopes. 

Weather permitting, we will be out front with a ta-

ble and all the boxes of envelopes, ready to hand 

them out as you pull up to the curb or walk by! 

 Sunday, December 13 from 9 to 10 AM 

 Sunday, December 20 from 3 to 4 PM 

We encourage people to take boxes to friends and 

neighbors who may not be able to get out and pick 

them up themselves. We look forward to seeing you 

soon! 
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Working Through the Pandemic 

 

Although we are not physically hosting families at Immanuel UCC at this time, we continue to find ways 

to support Family Promise of Berks County, an organization that has faithfully worked to assist families 

experiencing homelessness for more than a decade. 

At this time, Family Promise is considering shifting to an apartment-shelter model, helping families to 

secure housing without the intermediate step of moving each week from one church to another. The Di-

rector, Elise Chesson, has released a document outlining the new “model” which I will gladly email or 

snail mail to anyone interested. Please contact Suzie Harteg at 610-223-2696 or saharteg@gmail.com 

Meanwhile, Grace members can continue to assist Family Promise with financial contributions, which are 

needed at this time. There is a virtual fundraiser, Night without a Bed, December 4 & 5. During this 

event Family Promise is asking individuals and families to literally spend a night without their bed wheth-

er inside, outside in a tent, or braving a night in their car, with a set goal of $5,000. In addition to raising 

money, it is a great way to raise awareness of the hardships many in our society are facing. Learn more 

about this event and how to financially support it (GoFundMe) by going to https://ww.familypromiseofberks.org/

events/  

Also, anyone interested in working with staff to help identify available housing for families served by 

Family Promise is encouraged to contact Elise. Due to limited housing stock, it is difficult to find suitable 

apartments and landlords willing to work with the program to provide housing for families. If you, or 

someone you know, has rental property available, Family Promise staff would love to meet with you. 

Elise can be contacted at echesson@familypromiseofberks.org or at 610-373-3323. 

You can make a gift to Family Promise on its website at familypromiseofberks.org. Financial contribu-

tions also can be mailed or delivered to:  Family Promise,  325 N. Fifth St. #1, Reading, PA 19601. 

Volunteer opportunities also can be found on the website.  

Thank you for supporting this important ministry.—Suzie Harteg 

Shop this Christmas with AmazonSmile 

If you currently shop online using Amazon, you can help the church’s general operating fund by shopping 

online using AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is a website (smile.amazon.com) operated by Amazon. Every item available for purchase on 

amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile at the same price and with all the features you enjoy when 

shopping at amazon.com. When you shop using the AmazonSmile website the AmazonSmile Foundation 

will donate 0.5% of the purchase price of eligible products to the charitable organization of your 

choice. 

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com using the web browser on your computer or mo-

bile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it easier to return and start 

your shopping at AmazonSmile.                                                                  Cont’d on next page 

mailto:saharteg@gmail.com
mailto:echesson@familypromiseofberks.org
https://www.familypromiseofberks.org/
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When Deb and I lived on Long Island, we were part of a group of 

singers that performed at the Old Bethpage Village Restoration. Old 

Bethpage was a living museum consisting of several buildings that had 

been spared from demolition and relocated to form a small mid-19th 

century country village. Among the farms, homesteads and businesses 

were appropriately costumed “citizens” going about their days’ work 

as they greeted passersby along the cinder walks. It was a welcome 

retreat from the busy life just beyond its borders. 

The singers sang several times throughout the year, performing the 

minstrel, folk and parlor music of the time. In the Spring and Sum-

mer, we celebrated Memorial Day, Flag Day and the 4th of July and took part in the Civil War encamp-

ments. In the Fall, we entertained at the Long Island State Fair. It was great fun. But my fondest memo-

ries of our time in the village are of walking through the nighttime snow, lantern in hand, to sing in the 

tiny, candlelit, wood stove-warmed church at the top of the hill in the center of town.  

Included in our short program was one carol, It Came Upon the Midnight Clear. The 

following words from a verse often left out of hymnals is hymn writer Edmund H. 

Sears’ reminder to lower the volume and listen with our hearts:  

And man at war with man, hears not 
The love-song that they bring: 

O hush the noise, ye men of strife 
And hear the angels sing! 

 
The next few weeks have the potential to be discouraging. As you prepare for the 

holidays, remember to reflect on the gift that God has prepared for us. This advent, you are invited to 

light a candle, sit in your most comfortable chair, take a deep breath, and hear the angel voices. 

Blessings, 

Tim 

You use the same account (same username and password) on amazon.com for smile.amazon.com. Your 

shopping cart, wish list, registries, and other account settings are all the same. When you visit Ama-

zonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations before you 

begin shopping. In order for Grace to be your chosen organization, you need to select it from a list of 

thousands of other churches and organizations. Typing “Grace Evangelical Lutheran Shillington” in the 

search box at “supporting” on the AmazonSmile homepage will narrow your selection, and then click on 

the “Select” button to select it and you will be all set. Once you have selected Grace as your charitable or-

ganization, AmazonSmile will remember your selection, and our church name will appear on the website’s 

home page every time you log in.  There is no need to re-enter it each time.  From then on, every eligible 

purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation of 0.5% of the purchase price to Grace. 

In November, we received $23.12 from the Amazon Smile Foundation as a result of AmazonSmile activi-

ty between July 1 and September 30, 2020.  
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Advent  

 

 

 

 

Online 

At this time of Advent, 
we watch for angels not only as we celebrate the playing out 

of the historical drama of the Incarnation, but in our own lives. 
Be alert for God’s surprises – 

messengers with messages will startle us out of our complacency. 
Make us aware of the realities we cannot see. 

Send your messengers to us today, 
to help us, to protect us, and give us courage, 

to remind us of your love. 
      Luci Shaw 

 

The first Sunday of Advent begins the new church 

year. An online Advent Lessons & Carols Organ Recital 

was placed on our website on November 29th for 

all to enjoy. Deborah Jenks, organist, and readers 

from our staff and congregation portray a message 

of hope, comfort, peace, and joy through scripture 

and seasonal meditations.   

Come, sit in your most comfortable chair, and light 

a candle. Wait and watch for the Savior, the light of 

the world to be born anew in each of us, for all of 

us. Come, light another candle and usher in one of 

the most beautiful liturgical seasons of the church 

year. 

 

 

 

Lectors Sought for 2021 

As you watch our online services, do you ever think 

how you can get more involved? Have you ever 

considered reading the lessons? As you can tell by 

our services, you don’t need to leave your home to 

do so. No one comes to your home to record you.  

Lessons are emailed to lectors, who record them in 

the privacy of their own homes...or, porches and 

decks in warm weather! 

Once the lector records their readings for the week, 

they notify Paul Eppley who provides them with a 

dropbox; the lec-

tor simply places 

their recordings 

in the dropbox. 

Voila! Easy! 

Typically, Marcie 

Bilger, who is in 

charge of secur-

ing lectors for 

several months at 

a time, emails or 

texts her list of interested members, and they re-

spond with their availability. She then sends the list 

to Karen Nein in the office, and Karen makes sure 

that everyone who has volunteered receives the 

schedule. The lessons are then emailed to each 

reader in a timely manner. It is the lectors’ responsi-

bility to record and send to Paul so he can construct 

the entire service.  

Now that you know what is involved, please notify 

Marcie Bilger, 484.955.1893, of your interest to vol-

unteer as a lector. She and Paul, 610.750.1126, will 

be glad to address any questions or concerns you 

may have. 
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Advent Fellowship 

Join us on Sunday, December 6th at 3pm in the court-

yard area in front of the church, near the Grace Prayer 

wall. We will come together, wearing masks, and stay-

ing physically distant for an opportunity to bless our 

Grace nativity together. We will also hear a Christmas 

story and we are asking you to wear your most festive 

or ugliest Christmas sweaters and if you have them, 

your Christmas masks. We 

will have a physically distant festive Christmas sweater and Christmas mask 

fashion show!! It is just a fun time of fellowship where we will be able to safely 

see one another and kick off our Advent preparations. Because of the re-

strictions and safety precautions surrounding the virus it will not be a long 

gathering but it will be the church getting together to say Happy Advent 2! 

Hope you can join us! All are welcome!!  

Christmas Eve Gathering 

Because of all the COVID-19 restrictions we have planned a lovely and festive Christmas 

Eve online worship. While it is not what any of us would prefer, it will still be Christmas 

and hope will once again be birthed into our lives on this Holiest of nights. Because we 

are feeling the loss of not being able to worship in person on Christmas Eve we would 

like to invite you and your family to gather with us on Christmas Eve outdoors. We will 

meet at 5 PM in the courtyard area in front of the church on Liberty street and we will 

hear some readings and say some prayers and then we will spread out around the church building, safely 

physically distant from one another and we will be human luminaries. We ask you to each bring your own 

candle, wear your masks and we will spread out and face the community and sing Silent Night together. 

Remember the first witnesses to the birth of the Christ child all met outdoors and we, like those shep-

herds and angels, will gather to proclaim, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come!” All are welcome! 

 

Poinsettia Sponsorship Form 

Yes, I would like to help sponsor the cost of the poinsettias to adorn the altar over the Christmas 

holiday season. I understand these plants will be delivered to our homebound members after Christ-

mas. 

Name ________________________________________________________________________  

In honor of:  ____________________________________________________________________  

And/or in loving memory of:  _______________________________________________________  

How I’d like it listed (the family of…; Mr. and Mrs…..; etc.)  _______________________________  

 _____________________________________________________________________________  

Check # __________ in the amount of $ ________ (mail to the office no later than Dec. 14) 
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Communication with Pastor Colleen 

While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following synod and CDC 
guidelines to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not have regular office hours at the 
church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her cell phone: 
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Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on. 
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mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

