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Hello Church!!  

Recently I was lis-

tening to a podcast 

where the podcast-

ers are Pastors try-

ing to describe 

what life in the 

church has been 

like during this pandemic. They made the 

analogy that this pandemic, combining shel-

tering at home, working from home, attending 

school from home and figuring out how to be 

the church and present the worship experi-

ence online, brings back recollections of  mov-

ing into a new home. They said it was like 

spending the first six weeks to two months lit-

erally rearranging the furniture. You have to 

figure out where everything belongs: into 

which cabinets do the Tupperware, dishes, the 

glasses, etc. go? Where does the couch look 

best, the chairs, the lamps and tables? What 

pictures should hang on which walls? When 

you are in the midst of all this newness and 

just trying to empty all the boxes, you don’t 

say to yourself, “In the middle of all of this I 

am going to write a novel.” No way!! You are 

too busy trying to figure out where all the light 

switches are, identifying noises coming from 

the refrigerator/freezer and behind the walls 

and figuring out who to call in case of any 

myriad of emergencies. 

Well, as you can imagine, I really identified 

with this analogy as I have literally been mov-

ing into a new house and a new town. And, 

while I have been rearranging furniture, filling 

cabinets and hanging pictures, someone wants 

me to write a novel! In the midst of the chaos 

of emptying boxes, someone is asking me to 

create something new. That is what is happen-
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So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with 
the saints and members of the household of God, built on the foundation of the 

apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the 
whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In 
him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

Ephesians 2:19-22 

Message from Pastor Colleen 
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ing to all of us. In the midst of living through a 

plague and figuring out how to do that and sur-

vive, we are simultaneously trying to solve how 

to be the church. That was hard enough to do 

before there was ever a pandemic, but now it is 

time to figure out how to live and recreate 

church in this new environment. 

That is exactly what we are trying to do. We are 

trying to figure out how to do ministry and to 

be the church in these new and unsettling 

times. I know that a lot of people just want to 

“get back to church.” That is the number one 

question that people ask me. “Pastor, when are 

we going to get back to church?” My first re-

sponse, is that we never stopped being the 

church so there is nothing to get back to. The 

second response is, “What is it exactly that 

you want to get back to?” I mean it! The world 

is shifting underneath us. The plague has torn 

down the normal ways of being church. We can-

not take the stones that have been knocked 

down and put them back into place. So what is 

this new thing being created? What does church 

look like in these current times? How do we 

create ministry that is vibrant and alive with the 

love of God in this new time and place? 

There is a sense of misery when living out of 

boxes, so, now it is time to unpack and move 

into this moment. The churches that survive 

will be the ones willing to take a long, hard look 

at where they are right now and visualize the 

present and the future, no matter what it will 

be. The churches that will struggle are the ones 

that, “just want to get back to the way things 

were.” I am prayerful that here at Grace we will 

move into this new moment with a sense of cu-

riosity, creativity and excitement. I am prayer-

ful that the need to share the good news will 

lead us and guide us through these days. I am 

prayerful that together, as the body of Christ, 

we will unpack this moment and learn to love 

this new place. 

Thank you for helping us all set up this new 
house!!  

Welcome to the neighborhood!!  

Blessings to you all, 

 

Sermon by Phone 
For anyone without internet access, Pastor Colleen’s 

Sunday sermons are now available by phone!  Just 

dial 610.463.0094 any time during the week and 

you’ll hear the sermon delivered by Pastor Colleen 

from the preceding Sunday. 
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Volunteers Prayerfully Requested to Attend PA Synod Assembly  

The 2020 Northeastern PA Synod assembly will be held online this year. It will take place on Fri-

day evening, October 16, and Sunday afternoon, October 18, and Friday evening, October 23, and 

Saturday morning and afternoon, October 24. We will be holding elections for a new Bishop at 

this assembly. We are looking for two members from Grace who would be interested in 

"attending" this assembly with Pastor Colleen. The good news is that 

you can "attend" this year's assembly from the comfort of your own 

home. The bad news is that you must be able to use zoom to attend. We 

would prefer one female and one male member. Youth, if a member of 

Grace, are eligible. An assembly with a Bishop's election is an exciting 

and Spirit-driven event. Please prayerfully consider getting in touch 

with Pastor Colleen and indicating your interest.  

Thank You for Your Continued Support 

Some people may find giving online easier than writing a check or risking cash tossed into an en-

velope. We are thankful that there are various ways for our members and guests to continue sup-

porting our efforts to remain viable and continue our missions.  

For those who like to send checks, please note that one check for several weeks and various cate-

gories is fine. Contributions are noted in our database and on your quarterly financial statements, 

as date of deposit, not specifically covering a time period. So, that means that if you write a check 

for $100 for four weeks at $25 each, there is no need to include four weeks of envelopes. If a 

check is written to cover various categories, like Growth (property), Benevolence, Organ Repairs, 

the food pantry or world hunger, a simple note detailing where the funds should be directed will 

suffice. Keep it simple for yourself.  

Another method of contributing includes VANCO which provides steady contributions via a direct 

withdrawal from a bank account. There is also a phone app for those of you with smart phones.  

The app available on the App Store, GIVE PLUS+,  provides another 

way to contribute through VANCO directly to Grace.  Once you set up 

an account, you can  contribute through your 

credit card or your bank account. Just make 

sure that you choose the correct “Grace 

Evangelical Lutheran Church” in Shillington! 

And, as we have mentioned in the past sever-

al newsletters,  you can scan the QR code to 

the right, too.  Blessings to you! 
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“No Experience Necessary” Bible Study 
Everyone is welcome to join our Zoom bible study which 

started in July:  Tuesdays at 7 PM. Whether you’ve never 

been in a bible study or you’ve participated in hundreds of 

sessions, now is the time to join a No Experience Necessary 

bible study group. Hear how God is speaking to you; be chal-

lenged to relate God’s Word to your life today. If you have 

any questions please feel free to ask Pastor Colleen.  

Keep an eye out for an email to everyone for whom we have 

email addresses! Or you can contact Pastor Colleen at pastor@graceshillington.org with the sub-

ject “Bible Study” and she will email you the zoom invitation.  

All are Welcome!!  

“Connections Café” 

Let’s stay connected. Please consider joining 

Pastor Colleen from 11 AM to Noon on Tuesdays 

for a time of Zoom conversation and fellowship. 

Make yourself a cup of coffee, tea or your favor-

ite summer iced drink and sign on to our zoom 

meeting every Tuesday.   

The email invitation is included in the same  correspondence about the Bible Study. You can al-

ways contact Pastor Colleen at pastor@graceshillington.org  with the subject “Connections Café” 

to receive the invitation. If this intrigues you, but the hours  don’t work for you, please let Pastor 

know.  

All are welcome!!  

Christian Symbol: Willow 
 

The billowing branches of the “weeping willow” symbolize 

mourning, especially of the Israelites as they endured cap-

tivity. The willow, which grows well in marshy areas, is as-

sociated in the Bible with fruitful, well-watered land (see 

Ezekiel 17:5). In descriptions of Old Testament festivals of 

praise, God’s people were told “to take branches from lux-

uriant trees — from palms, willows and other leafy trees — 

and rejoice before the LORD your God for seven 

days” (Leviticus 23:40, NIV).  

mailto:pastor@graceshillington.org
mailto:pastor@graceshillington.org
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1 Barbara Swoyer 

 Jim Thompson 

2  Frank Gutekunst 

 Beverly Kriczky 

 Stacey Michalowski 

3 Ruth Eshelman 

 Joan Kulp 

4 Pamela Lundin 

 Bruce Naugle 

5 Sam Johnson, III 

 Abby McCaffrey 

8 Merryle Andrules 

9 Fred Enzmann 

10 Jane Heydt 

12 Rosemary Witmer 

14 Olivia Chen 

15 Ava Witmyer 

16 Thelma Drexel 

19 David Renninger 

 Merrill Renninger 

20 Stefen Hill 

21 John Kriczky 

22 William Abrams 

 Diane Holland 

25 Sara Douglass 

27 James Naugle 

28 Tracy Adami 

 Dominic Vecchio 

31 Ruth O’Leary 

 Anne Scheirer 

August Sponsorships 

Until it is safe to worship in the building and use 

handouts, we do not need bulletin sponsors. At 

this point, we need eternal flame and Eagle Ad 

sponsors and appreciate ‘flower’ sponsorships 

which help cover lawn and garden expenditures. 

We appreciate your financial support in these 

matters. 

August 2 

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in loving memory 

of Larry Emerich 

Eagle Ad — Bill and Anne Scheirer to the Glory 

of God 

August 9 

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in honor of Chris 

and Gretchyn Gassert’s 9th wedding anniversary 

Eagle Ad—Janice Maulick, celebrating the 85th 

birthday of her husband, Bob 

August 16 

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in honor of Valeri 

and baby H. arriving soon   

Eagle Ad — Dorace Harding and family in lov-

ing and honorable memory of Rev. Marvin Har-

ding 

August 23 

Eternal Flame — Skip and Nancy O’Leary in 

memory of Cyndie O’Leary 

Eagle Ad — Bill and Anne Scheirer who cele-

brated their 53rd wedding anniversary on the 

19th! 

August 30 

Eternal Flame — Suzie Harteg in honor of Char-

lie Panish, praying for healing 

Eagle Ad — Bill Scheirer, celebrating Anne’s 

birthday 

 

100th Birthday Celebration 

Wishes 

Ruth Eshelman turns 100 on August 3. Her 

family is asking her church family to help 

her celebrate by sending birthday cards to: 

Ruth Eshelman 

3121 State Hill Road, Ap. 38 
Wyomissing, PA  19610 
 

Thank you for your help! 
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Spiritual Readings Available 

We have copies of “The Lutheran Mes-

sage” and “The Word in Season.” For a 

copy of either, contact the office during 

normal hours, or feel free to drop by the 

office Monday through Thursday, 9 AM 

to Noon and ring the doorbell by the 

door at the bottom of the ramp. 
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Phone Chain: You may call the church office at 610.777.7885 and ask for your prayer re-

quest to be put on the prayer phone chain, also known as the prayer circle. When your request is re-

ceived, a chain of calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in each group who will all be 

praying for your request. That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially good for immediate and urgent re-

quests. If you would like to be a participant in one of the groups or have a request after church 

hours, please notify the church office. 

Pictures Please 

Do you remember the Pentecost service at the end of May, where 

the worship staff created a PowerPoint presentation of members' 

pictures for our online service? We would like to create a similar 

presentation for an upcoming communion service or incorporate 

some pictures in our newsletter of how everyone is participating 

in our newly incorporated online communion service, adminis-

tering communion to yourself or others and using a setup of 

items you already have at home. It could be quite interesting to 

see how everyone is handling it, and it could give you some ideas 

how you can implement it, if you are not yet participating in this. 

If possible, please email a picture of your communion setup or a 

picture of yourself administering communion to another individ-

ual or your entire family to knein@graceshillington.org. If you 

can't email a picture, please send one to Karen by regular mail at the church address. Mailed 

photos should be marked on the back with the full name and return address of the person(s) pic-

tured. Above is just one sample of a setup; it would be great if we could also have people in the 

pictures, we all miss your faces! 

We are still seeking photos of our members, head shots for a directory for Pastor Colleen, as well 

as photos showing how we are either help the church’s mission (Meals-on-Wheels, yard work 

volunteers, clean-up days, etc.) or how we are function on a daily basis. Everyone wants to ‘see’ 

each other and your photos of yourself will be helpful.  

Staff News 

Grace’s sexton, Brian Ruffner,  and his wife, Terri, share with us some news: daughter, Jennifer, 

and Benjamin Hearn were married on May 8th at the home of Benjamin’s parents, Mr. and Mrs. 

Michael Hearn.  Rev. Deborah Gifford, Trinity Lutheran in Gouglersville, officiated. Due to the 

pandemic, both sets of parents and 2-year old Clayton Hearn were the only witnesses. A renewal 

of vows and a reception will be held when it is safe to do so. The couple will reside in Landen-

berg, PA. 

Brian and Terri’s son, Samuel, and his wife, Alexandra became new home owners in May, mov-

ing to Palmyra. Congratulations to the Ruffner family on their happy news! 

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org
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The "Knifty Knitters" will meet (weather permitting) on 

Tuesdays, August 4 and 18, at 2PM  in the courtyard of 

the church. Please bring your own mask, chair and re-

freshments.  

Looking forward to seeing you there. Questions? contact 

Penny Pinto. 

Ruffner Scholarship 

For a number of years, Grace has been blessed to award one or more scholarships to members 

who are graduating from High School and plan to pursue higher education. The Ruffner Family 

chooses two scholarships per year.  This year, our awardees are Tyler Scheirer and Katherine 

“Katie” Werner. Normally, we would present the award during worship in early June. This year, 

Pastor Roper delivered the awards to the recipients at their homes. 

Tyler, pictured here with his parents, is a Wyomissing 

High School graduate and plans to study History at 

Kutztown University. His primary objective is to obtain 

a deeper understanding of history with the anticipation 

of exploring career paths such as Anthropology, Busi-

ness, Historical Restoration and others. Tyler states, 

“In accepting this award, I appreciate the help that 

both the Ruffner family and Grace Lutheran Church as 

extended to me in achieving my college goals.” 

A graduate of Gov-

ernor Mifflin, Katherine , pictured at right, will be attending 

Millersville University as a student of the Tell School of Music 

as a Music Education Major with a focus on vocal teaching. 

After graduation, she hopes to teach vocal classes as well as 

music history to middle and high school age children. “I will 

uphold the values of my faith and continue studying at my 

highest potential to honor this award.,” states Katherine, and 

she is “grateful to accept it as a member of Grace Lutheran 

Congregation.” 

We wish our two Ruffner Scholarship awardees the best in 

their future endeavors. We look forward to receiving some up-

dates throughout the year since this will be quite a challenge 

in the current clime.  
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My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going.   
I do not see the road ahead of me.   

I cannot know for certain where it will end…… 
But I believe that the desire to please you does in 

fact please you.   
And I hope I have that desire in all that I am do-

ing….. 
I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you 

will never leave me to face my perils alone.  
 
 

Thomas Merton, Thoughts for Solitude 
 
 

 
 

 

 I don’t know about you, but I’m feeling rather “un-grounded” and kind of walking around 

in a bubble trying to make sense of the “new normal”; a world where so many people are still get-

ting sick, losing jobs, and dying.  The information we receive is confusing, unsettling, frightening 

and nothing but a series of negatives:  “no singing, no large gatherings, no bulletins, no hymnals, 

no passing of the peace, no communion….no, no, no.”  I miss the choir, I miss seeing all of you in 

worship each Sunday, I miss coming to choir early and hearing the bell choir rehearsing, I miss 

seeing the children in worship.  Yes, I am in the choir room and sanctuary 5 days a week, and at 

times the silence is a long-awaited blessing, but at other times it’s downright eerie.  Are you feel-

ing this way too? 

 But, as the months have unfolded, I started to realize that the most important aspect is the 

responsibility we all have in keeping each other safe and well.  The conversations about in-person 

worship continue.  Given the parameters regarding music in worship and the crucial need to keep 

each other safe, how do we do that in creative ways? 

 The power of music is significant.  Beautiful music can heal, and beauty can reveal.  Noth-

ing less than what we have is all we can offer to a needy searching human world.  But how?  Vir-

tual choirs exploded online shortly after the pandemic began and Tim & I considered that here at 

Grace.  But not every choir member has the capability of participating via technology and we will 

not leave anyone out. 

 Every year, Tim and I attend one or two Worship & Music Conferences but they’ve all been 

canceled, except one, offered as online only:  The Worship & Music Conference at Montreat spon-

sored by the Presbyterian Association of Musicians.  While I would have preferred to be in Black 

Mountain, NC gazing at the Blue Ridge Mountains, smelling the fresh mountain air and hearing 

the waterfalls coming from Lake Susan, my new reality was sitting at my kitchen table and trip-

ping down memory lane.  Worship was very different from years past but always thought-

provoking, inspiring and positive.  The theme was “A Great Cloud of Witnesses” and as I thought 

about that, it humbled me profoundly.  How many “witnesses” have suffered extremely difficult 

periods in their lives?  Think about the wars, the Great Depression, the Holocaust, 9/11, the  

Continued on the next page 
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Sandy Hook school shooting, the AME Zion church shooting; what got them through it?  The 

church!  Not the building.  The church is not brick and mortar.  WE are the church and the church 

has not shut down.  We are so richly blessed and we, the church, can be the balm in Gilead for this 

struggling, hurting world.   

 As Henry Nouwen writes in his book Bread for the Journey, “……each of us has our own 

unique call, in our families, in our work, in our world.  We have to keep asking God to help us see 

clearly what our call is and to give us the strength to live out that call with trust.  Then we will dis-

cover that our faithfulness to a small task is the most healing response to the illnesses of our 

time.” 

 Becoming a church organist at age 41 was not because I wanted a new job.  I felt called be-

cause music, especially sacred music, speaks to me where words fail.  It’s like coming to a place of 

quiet and stillness when the voices everywhere are harsh and shrill.  It’s like having breath re-

stored.  Music is a basic need for human survival.  Music is a way to express feelings when there 

are no words, a way for us to understand things with our hearts when we cannot with our minds. 

 And so, in closing, I leave you with this thought:  No, we cannot sing publicly right now, 

but we can read and share hymn texts that speak to us, that pray with us, that comfort us, that 

give us hope and joy as being the faithful disciples of Christ.  We can do the work of God in this 

world.  We have to – the world is counting on us, the church. 

 

 
Heaven shall not wait for the poor to lose their patience, 

the scorned to smile, the despised to find a friend: 
Jesus is Lord; he has championed the unwanted;  

in him injustice confronts its timely end. 
 

Heaven shall not wait for the rich to share their fortunes, 
the proud to fall, the elite to tend the least: 

Jesus is Lord; he has shown the master’s privilege: 
to kneel and wash servants’ feet before they feast. 

 
Heaven shall not wait for the dawn of great ideas, 

thoughts of compassion divorced from cries of pain: 
Jesus is Lord; he has married word and action; 
his cross and company make his purpose plain. 

 
Heaven shall not wait for triumphant Hallelujahs, 

when earth has passed and we reach another shore: 
Jesus is Lord in our present imperfection; 

his power and love are for now and then for evermore. 
 
 
 

Soli deo Gloria, 

Debbie 
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Photos from July Food Pantry Distribution 

Photos from July 26 Outdoor Service 
Clockwise from upper left: Rob Skoniczin setting up sound equipment; ushers at check-in spot; members enjoying worship under the protection of 

umbrellas; Pastor distributing the host by barbecue tongs; Pastor conducting worship and more members enjoying worship in the hot summer day. 



12 

 

 

Contents of this Issue 

August Sponsorships ............................................ 5 

Bible Study ........................................................... 4 

Birthdays .............................................................. 5 

Children’s Activities ............................................. 6 

Christian Symbol: The Willow ............................. 4 

Connections Café  ................................................. 4 

Contribute by Phone ............................................. 3 

From the Organist  .................................................. 9, 10 

July Grace Food Pantry Photos  .......................... 11 

Knifty Knitters ...................................................... 8 

Message from Pastor Colleen ............................ 1, 2 

Outdoor Worship Photos .................................... 11 

Pastoral Communication .................................... 12 

Pictures Please ...................................................... 7 

Prayer Requests .................................................... 7 

Puzzle .................................................................... 6 

Ruffner Scholarship Awardees ............................. 8 

Sermon by phone.................................................. 2 

Spiritual Readings Available ................................ 6 

Staff News ............................................................. 7 

Staff and contact information ............................. 12 
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 Jerry Crammer Ray Truex 
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Gra-Lu News Staff 
Contributors: Staff, Church Council, church members  

Editor: Karen A. Nein  

Coordinators: Sylvia Klett, Linda Spitko  

Collators: Carol Baker, Jane Heydt,  Diane Holland, 
Nancy Kennedy, Joan Kulp, Pat Lamber, Janice Maulick, 
Shirley Rhein, Nancy Smith, Rosemary Witmer, Barbara 
Wolfe 

At this time, our usual coordinators and collators are on 
hiatus due to COVID-19. 

Current Worship  
Online at www.graceshillington.org 

Contact us: 

Church phone: 610.777.7885 Fax: 610.777.3841 

Email 
 Pastor Colleen Cox pastor@graceshillington.org 
 Tim Jenks tjenks@graceshillington.org 
 Deb Jenks djenks@graceshillington.org 
 Karen Nein knein@graceshillington.org 
 Kim Nakonecznyj ChristianEd@graceshillington.org 
 Church office graceshillington@graceshillington.org 

 
Like us on Facebook: www.facebook.com/GraceShillPA 

Website: www.graceshillington.org 

Church Staff 
Rev. Colleen Cox  ..................................... Pastor 

Rev. David Roper ................. Pastoral Associate 

Timothy Jenks  ..... Director of Music Ministries 

Deborah Jenks  ................................... Organist 

Karen A. Nein  ................. Parish Administrator 

Kim Nakonecznyj  ............. Christian Education  

   Coordinator 

Brian Ruffner  ........................................ Sexton 

Donald Rauber  .................................... Security 

Pastoral Communication  

While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following the direc-

tives to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not yet have regular office hours 

at the church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her 

on her cell phone: 215.264.5274. In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7. Please 

note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always 

on. If no emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  

mailto:knein@graceshillington.org

