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GraCE TIDINGS 

Mission Statement: “God’s children called to serve and to proclaim the message of love 

and acceptance through Jesus Christ to a changing world.” 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever.” 

Psalm 118:29 

By the time you receive this newsletter we will be 
heading straight into the holiest week of the year 
and we will be moving from the shouts of Hosanna 
and parade of Palms into the dark night at Geth-
semane, the crucifixion at Golgotha, and the resur-
rection light of Easter morning. We are moving to-
ward hope. We are moving and walking toward the 
light. We are longing and yearning for the signs of 
Spring that will surround us with signs of new life. 
So until then, we wait. But we do not wait in silence 
and stillness. We wait with an active spirit of hope 
which comes from the promises of God. And we 
do not wait alone. For we wait, in the company of 
those who have walked the path before us, in the 
company of our siblings in Christ who have traveled 
with us on this Lenten pilgrimage, we lean into the 
stillness, into the silence… and we hope.  

Simultaneously to our longing and yearning for the 
resurrection light of Easter we are together continu-
ing to move through these pandemic days. We are 
still wearing masks, and remaining physically dis-
tant, however, some new things have happened. Be-
cause of the renovations to our air handling system 
in Fellowship Hall, the declining COVID cases, and 
the vaccinations that are happening we have begun 
to worship together indoors on Sundays in our Fel-
lowship Hall. While we have to limit the number of 
people and still have to abide by the COVID regu-
lations, we are at least seeing one another in three 
dimensions. It is nice to see one another face to 
face, even if that face has a mask on it. I know you 

are smiling under those masks and we live into the 
hope that we may have less days in this pandemic 
ahead of us than ever before.  

This Lenten season has been filled with signs of the 
hope of the resurrection and I pray that you are no-
ticing these signs of new life all around you. As we 
have moved from the shadow of the cross to the 
light of the empty tomb I pray you are feeling filled 
with the hope of the resurrection.  

I pray that as you enter this Spring that you are feel-
ing a bit more refreshed and renewed, because, 
quite frankly, that is what resurrection is all about. It 
is about feeling new. It is about new life and hope 
and joy. Resurrection is about witnessing that death 
does not have the final word; life is eternal, and that 
seeing God is bigger than we might ever have imag-
ined.  

I pray that our being able to finally worship in per-
son, while it is still not ideal, offers you the same 
signs of hope and resurrection that this season is all 
about.  

So, Happy Spring!! Happy Resurrection! Let us 
shout together, “Alleluia! He is Risen! He is Risen 
indeed!! Thanks be to God!!” 

Happy Easter!!  
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Prayer Requests 

Prayer Circle: You may call the church 
office at 610.777.7885 and ask for your 
prayer request to be put on the prayer 
phone chain, also known as the prayer 

circle. When your request is received, a chain of 
calls is initiated to five groups with 4 or 5 people in 
each group who will all be praying for your request. 
That’s a lot of prayer! This is especially good for 
immediate and urgent requests. If you would like to 
be a participant in one of the groups or have a request 
after church hours, please notify the church office. 

Prayers during worship and in Grace Notes: As 
with the prayer circle, contact the church with pray-
er requests and to remove people from the prayer 
list during worship and in Grace Notes. 

Please confirm: prayer circle and/or prayer list for 
worship/Grace Notes. 

NEPA Synod Assembly 

This year's NEPA Synod Assembly will once again 
be virtual and it will be on June 4-5. The theme will 
be "Growing Young and Vital" and will feature new 
ideas for ministry around three vital signs - healing 
the hurting, loving the land, and engaging the 
stranger. Registration will begin after March 31. We 
are looking for one more member to "attend" this 
year's assembly with Pastor Colleen. In order to at-
tend you just need to be able to link via a zoom in-
vitation to the assembly from the comfort of your 
home. If you think you would be interested please 
let Pastor Colleen know. 

Online Workshop Through the Synod 
Trouble the Water: Racial 

Justice and Reconciliation 

On Saturday, May 22 from 9am
-3pm the NEPA Synod is of-
fering a day of online work-
shops on racial justice and 
reconciliation. The keynote 
speaker will be the Rev. 
CeCee Mills, there will be 
worship to begin the day, 

and there will be workshops on 

topics such as: How congregations can support 

communities during times of social unrest, white 
privilege, the sin of racism and more. Registration 
will be open in April, please go to NEPASyn-
od.org to register or speak to Pastor Colleen 
about your interest in this event. All are welcome!! 

West Berks Mission District 

Making Sense of the Old Testament:  
Holiness, Hebrew, and History 

Thursday, April 29  7-9 PM on Zoom 

Many people of faith see God, as portrayed in the 
Old Testament, as distant, violent, angry, and a far 
cry from the Loving God we have come to know in 
Jesus Christ. But the Christian tradition has always 
insisted that the Old Testament is an authentic wit-
ness to God’s salvation. This evening, we’ll look at 
some of the foundational ideas of ancient Hebrew 
thought—the concept of holiness, the language of 
scripture, and the historical experience of God’s 
people—so we can begin to make sense of what 
God is really trying to tell us in our Bible.  

About the Presenter 
Rev. Aaron Decker served as Visiting Professor of 
Old Testament at Malaysia Theological Seminary, in 
Seremban, Malaysia, and has taught on the faculty 
of our region’s First Call Theological Education 

program. He holds a Master of 
Divinity degree from the Lu-
theran School of Theology at 
Chicago and a Master of Theol-
ogy from Princeton Theological 
Seminary. A Berks native, he 
worked in congregations in 
Massachusetts and New Jersey 

before returning here. He was also Director of Pub-
lic Policy Advocacy with Lutheran Social Services 
of New England. He currently serves Faith and 
Bethany Lutheran churches in Reading. Aaron’s ac-
ademic interests include biblical language teaching 
methods, narrative and textual ambiguity in reli-
gious texts, redaction criticism, queer theory, the 
history of worship, and biblical and modern pro-
phetic movements.  

His personal interests include computer program-
ming, iconography, knitting, and foreign language. 

An email with the Zoom link will be sent on the day 
of this event, but mark your calendars now. 
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Bible Study Invitation 

“Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways 
by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a 
Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he 
also created the worlds.”  

This is the opening two verses of the Book of Hebrews and this book 
begins by announcing how in the old days God spoke through the 

prophets but in these last days, God has spoken through Jesus. So what is 
God still saying to us? What other messages are being shared with us in this book? 

You are invited to come and read and journey alongside us as we see how this book of scripture ap-
proaches these questions. We will read through this book together, ask questions, have conversations, and 
see what God is up to both in the letter to the Hebrews and in our own lives as well. Our study will begin 
on Tuesday, April 13 at 7pm and continue for 6 weeks. If you are interested in being part of the conversa-
tion please contact Pastor Colleen for the zoom invitation. Everyone is invited and welcomed to partici-
pate.  



4 

Christian Symbol: Lily 

The lily that blooms around Easter is a symbol of 
Christ’s resurrection because it rises from a seem-

ingly lifeless bulb 
decaying in the 
ground. It is also 
used as a symbol of 
Christ himself. The 
lily, a symbol of pu-
rity, is often used to 
represent the Virgin 
Mary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are sad to announce the passing of Ruth 
Eshelman on March 15. Ruth celebrated her 100th 
birthday in August last year. Our condolences to 
the family.  

Since February 17, Ash Wednesday, we have listened, contemplated 
and prayed as we have walked in the wilderness together with Christ 
for nearly forty days on his journey to the cross. We have been pre-
paring, but are we ready for what is coming? On Palm/Passion Sun-
day, March 28, we celebrated Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem 
and concluded worship with a dramatic presentation of The Passion 
Narrative according to St. Mark in both our online and in-person 
services. Now, as March ends, Holy Week begins: 

If seeing is believing, you’ll want to join us online on Maundy 
Thursday, April 1, for The Living Last Supper, a visual representation 

of some of the final hours of Christ’s life before His crucifixion. Inspired by Leonardo da Vinci's fa-
mous painting, you will hear the inner thoughts of each of the twelve Apostles interspersed with re-
flective music, 

“Tenebrae” is the Latin word for darkness. Our poignant online Tenebrae service on April 2, will 
emphasize the solemnity of Christ’s death on Good Friday and prepare us for the glory of His resur-
rection on Easter. As we hear the story of Christ’s final hours, candles will be extinguished until only 
one candle, representing Christ, remains. The Christ candle will be removed as the Reproaches are 
completed, symbolizing that the light of the world has been crucified and placed in the tomb. In 
darkness, we shall implore God’s mercy reciting the Lamb of God; A noise representing the rending 
of the tomb will be heard, and the candle returned, foreshadowing the Resurrection. 

On Easter Sunday, April 4, bring a chair and join friends and neighbors at the Ecumenical Easter 
Dawn Service at Fairview Cemetery: Sunrise at 6:42, Brass at 6:45, Service at 7:00, Pastor Colleen 
Cox, presiding. Or, if you happen to sleep in, celebrate this holiest of days with pageantry and song 
by joining our online service, or join one another in subtle joy at our 9:30 AM in-person service in 
Fellowship Hall. If you do plan to attend in-person, remember to make a reservation online or 
through Karen Nein in the church office. 

In the first few days of April, as you accompany Christ on his final steps, no matter where your jour-
ney takes you, may you find that the cross is not just a story of an unjust world, but rather, a tale of 
the unconditional graciousness of a loving God. 

Blessings, 

Tim 
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April Sponsorships  

We appreciate everyone who continues to sponsor 
some of our standing expenses: altar flowers from 
Stein’s, the eternal flame (the candle that remains lit 
24/7 and hangs above the choir loft behind the al-
tar) and the Reading Eagle ad, which shares infor-
mation about our worship services and Sunday 
School.  

Janis Eppley graciously thanks everyone who volun-
teered to deliver Easter flowers.  

In addition to the sponsored flowers for the altar  - 
and our homebound members—additional flowers 
were provided for the in-person worship service on 
Easter. Plans for these potted plants include plant-
ing in our Church gardens by our Grounds Com-
mittee (hint—if you’d like to help, contact the 
church office so we can let you know when). 

April 4—Easter Sunday 

Eagle Ad —  available 

Eternal Flame — available 

April 11 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — Bev and John Kriczky in thanksgiving 
for the birthdays of Brandon and Gavin. 

Eternal Flame — available 

April 18 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

April 25 

Flowers — available 

Eagle Ad — available 

Eternal Flame —  available 

Sponsorships for flowers ($40), the Reading Eagle 

ad ($20) and the Eternal Flame ($10) are available as 

noted above and throughout the rest of the year. 

We accept multiple sponsors for any item and any 

date.  

Please call the office or email Karen to sponsor any 
available date for these three items. 

Altar Guild for March 
Janice Maulick 

Colleen Sepkowski 

Linda Spitko 

Request from Altar Guild 

The Altar Guild still requests 2-liter bottles, 
rinsed with the tops cut off so they measure eight 
inches tall. They work extremely well to deliver 
flowers to our homebound members: they are 
non-breakable, recyclable, sturdy and leak-proof.  
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How to Register for In-Person Worship Services 

We began in-person worship services in the Fellowship Hall on March 7. Registrations are required be-
cause seating is limited. Emails are sent to everyone whose email address we have. If you have email and 
are not receiving our emails, please check your junk and other non-primary folders. If you still do not see 
our emails, then contact the office to verify that we have your current email address. 

For those who have email, go to the “REGISTRATION” button. Register yourself and anybody coming 
with you. Registering ‘Joe and Mary Smith’ does not provide us with a head count. Joe Smith should reg-
ister, and then add Mary Smith as his guest. That tells us TWO people. You can register as many as six 
individuals. We set up chairs by the number in a group. If you want to sit with someone with whom you 
see regularly, please tell us in the notes.  

If you do not have a computer or email, you can register by calling the office.  

The deadline for registering is the end of day on the Wednesday prior to the Sunday service. The seating 
chart is made up on Thursday, and since the office is closed on Friday and chairs set up on Friday after-
noon, there is no wiggle room for changes. 

Please note that just because you register one week does not mean you are automatically signed up for 
future services. The office is unable to keep track of individual requests for future sign-ups. Please adhere 
to these guidelines as we are trying to keep the workload down for staff and volunteers alike. 

AND, if you would like to volunteer to assist with the ser-
vices, please notify Toni Schirmer. She would love to have 
additional volunteers! Contact her at 610.775.0215 or 
tmschirmer@verizon.net. 

 

 

Photos from the March 14 worship service. The Pealettes, 

a mini group of the Peals of Grace, provided worship music 

at this service and will do so at future services, including 

Easter. 
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From a message from March 15: 

Jane Walcheske thanks everyone who recently sent 

her cards. She appreciates all the prayers and well 
wishes! 

Thrivent Choice Dollars 

We are excited to be notified that a deposit of more 

than $2,000 has been deposited into our checking 

account through Thrivent Choice Dollars®. Mem-

bers and supporters who designated their dollars to 

help us include:  

Molly Clark 

Kimberly Convry 

Scott and Wendy King 

Sharon and Bill Redcay 

Nancy Smith 

Karl and Linda Sweigert 

Christine Szigeti 

Kathy R. Van Reed 

Thank you for your continued support! 

If you are a Thrivent member, and want to learn 
more, go online at Thrivent.com or call 800-847-
4836, and when prompted, say “Thrivent Choice.” 

 

 

 

 

Shop with AmazonSmile  

Grace was issued a donation of $33.09 from the 
AmazonSmile Foundation as a result of program 
activity between October 1 and December 31, 2020.  

If you currently shop online using Amazon, you can 
help the church’s general operating fund by shop-
ping online using AmazonSmile.  

AmazonSmile is a website (smile.amazon.com) operat-
ed by Amazon. Every item available for purchase 
on amazon.com is also available on AmazonSmile 
at the same price and with all the features you enjoy 
when shopping at amazon.com. When you shop 
using the AmazonSmile website the AmazonSmile 
Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase 
price of eligible products to the charitable organi-
zation of your choice.  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to 
smile.amazon.com using the web browser on your 
computer or mobile device. You may also want to 
add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it easier 
to return and start your shopping at AmazonSmile..  

You use the same account (same username and 
password) on amazon.com for smile.amazon.com. 
Your shopping cart, wish list, registries, and other 
account settings are all the same. When you visit 
AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select 
a charitable organization to receive donations be-
fore you begin shopping. In order for Grace to be 
your chosen organization, you need to select it from 
a list of thousands of other churches and organiza-
tions. Typing “Grace Evangelical Lutheran Shilling-
ton” in the search box at “supporting” on the Ama-
zonSmile homepage will narrow your selection, and 
then click on the “Select” button to select it and 
you will be all set. Once you have selected Grace as 
your charitable organization, AmazonSmile will re-
member your selection, and our church name will 
appear on the website’s home page every time you 
log in. There is no need to re-enter it each time. 
From then on, every eligible purchase you make at 
smile.amazon.com will result in a donation of 0.5% of 
the purchase price to Grace.  
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As was mentioned in the February newsletter Family Promise has changed their housing model. After 
months of searching for acceptable housing, the Reading Redevelopment Authority has purchased two 
properties (a third property is in the works), to rent to Family Promise.  As of March 1st , three families (5 
adults and 8 children) have moved into the two locations.  Since the program runs 60-90 days, we may 
host these same families during our next host week, May 2-9. 

Although we will no longer be “housing” the families at Immanuel UCC, we will strive to continue sup-
porting these families any way we can.  Our MAIN goal for the next host week is to supply food.  The 
families will now have their own kitchens in which to cook.  That being said, there are several choices 
and/or options to provide food and or other necessities/supplies/sundries/toiletries.  We, the Grace 
congregation members, may donate Giant grocery gift cards, purchase actual groceries, prepare home 
cooked meals or have food delivered on a particular evening.  We may do it anyway we choose or a com-
bination of all three for our “host” week.  If you would like to prepare a meal or order food for an even-
ing, please contact me ahead of May 2, so that I may let the families know a meal is coming and which 
evening.  They ask that the meal(s) be dropped off between 6:00/6:30PM at each location, one in Shilling-
ton/Reading zip code 19611 and one in Muhlenberg Township 19605 zip code. Families in the program 
will be on site to receive your generosity.  Meals can be exchanged or left at the door versus being 
brought in.  We ask that if you, a household member or volunteer, have been sick that you/they refrain 
from preparing or delivering the meals.  Masks must be worn during the exchange, by both volunteers 
and members of the  household. 

I will have the opportunity to drop off supplies 1x/week or 2x/week during the host week.  There are 
wish lists for the new apartments and also for the ongoing needs at the day center: 

Toilet Paper, paper towels, tissue paper, hand soap, feminine hygiene products, deodorant, shav-
ing sticks, lotion, shampoo and conditioner, towels, washcloths, pillows, laundry detergent, dryer 
sheets, cleaning products, brooms, mops, toilet scrubber, light snacks, protein bars, water bot-
tles, over the counter medicine, band aids, first aid kits, diapers, pull-ups, wipes, trash bags, 
buckets, office paper, stamps, paper plates, pens, gift cards, BARTA bus passes, gas cards. 

Additional needs for Hospitality Program: We are currently in need of 2-3 tool sets for both apart-
ment homes. If anyone would like to donate a set to Family Promise, we would be greatly appreciative. 
We are also collecting Best Buy gift cards to purchase a certified refurbished computer for both proper-
ties so that families staying in our shelters will have access to do job searches, apply for state benefits, do 
their online classes, and have access so that their children can do their virtual work.  

The smallest gesture can make a difference in a person’s life.  Please consider donating to this worthwhile 
mission.  I know this may seem overwhelming now, but we will find our “groove” again with supporting 
Family Promise.  As we get closer to May 2, I will find out what type of fresh food might be needed.  If 
you would like to provide fresh/perishable food, please not hesitate to call or email me. 

Your friend in Christ, 

Suzie Harteg 
610-223-2696 
saharteg@gmail.com 

IMPORTANT 

UPDATE 
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Thank You for Your Continued Support 

We are thankful for your continued support of contributions of cash, 
check, or through VANCO. 

Blessings to you! 

Meet Our New Members 

On Sunday, January 31, we welcomed six new members into the fold: Clair and Henrietta Steffey, Melissa 
Freet, Susan Bamburak, Rebecca Stone and Robert and Betty Harris. Last month we featured the Steffe 
family, Melissa Freet and Rebecca Stone. This month, we will tell you a little about Susan Bamburak and 
Bob and Betty Harris. When we get back together and can welcome them like good Lutherans, with lots 
of food and conversation, we will do so! 

Susan Bamburak, an ordained Interfaith Minister, comes to us with a great 
deal of wonderful experience. In addition to 30 years as a practicing psy-
chotherapist, she also has 27 years of Emergency Department clinical con-
sultant expertise for psychiatric emergencies and crisis intervention. As a 
Certified Clinical Chaplain for two New Jersey hospitals, she served in that 
capacity and Family Support in the New Jersey Sharing Network for organ 
and tissue donation. A four-time cancer survivor, Susan also served as a 
bereavement counselor for Haven Hospital and as the Director of Service 
and Rehabilitation for The American Cancer Society. She enjoys reading, 
gardening, photography and good conversation and is really looking forward to getting to know folks and 
serve here at Grace. 

Bob and Betty Harris transferred from Christ Lutheran Church in 
Glenside. When their two children were in school, they spent a great 
deal of time attending and getting involved in sporting events. Bob, a 
retired engineering designer in the aluminum industry in Cressona, en-
joys baking cookies, hunting, fishing, trap shooting and traveling with 
Betty. Betty, a graduate of Reading Hospital’s nursing program, pro-
vided loving nursing care to patients for 44 years. Now she spends her 
time cross-stitching and watching her 8-year old granddaughter, taking 
her to school and helping out as needed. Bob and Betty have unoffi-
cially ‘adopted’ the Texas-transplanted children across the street from 

them, too. Bob and Betty are also enjoying their 5-month old chocolate lab, Whiskey, who has been a 
huge relief during the pandemic. 

Tying Together the Testaments 

In most non-English-speaking nations, the holy day of Easter is known by a word derived from the He-
brew word for Passover: Pesach. In Greek, it’s Pasch; in Latin, Pascha; in Spanish, Pascua; and in French, 
Paques. 

Each spring, Jewish people observe the Passover festival to commemorate how God delivered them from 
slavery in Egypt. The Christian observance of the Lord’s Supper (the Eucharist, Holy Communion or the 
Lord’s Table) originated with Jesus sharing the Passover Seder meal with his disciples the night Judas be-
trayed him. Jesus connected the exodus story with his own mission: becoming a “Paschal Lamb” to save 
his people from the slavery of sin and its consequences. 
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Holy Week Services 

Maundy Thursday, April 1 

Living Last Supper online (available by noon on our 
website, Facebook or YouTube) 

Good Friday, April 2 

Tenebrae Worship Service (available by noon on our 
website, Facebook or YouTube) 

Saturday, April 3 

Special devotional music (available through our Face-
book page or YouTube) 

Easter Sunday, April 4 

Easter Dawn Service 

(see page 3 for all the information) 

Online Worship Service (as usual) 

9:30 AM In-Person Worship Service (refer to the 
article on page six if you want to register) 

Also, read Tim Jenks’ article on page six for details 
about each of these services. 

The Word in Season 

The latest edition of The Word in Season arrived a few weeks ago. 
Members are picking them up when they come for in-person wor-
ship services. Please feel free to come by the office during normal 
office hours (M-Th, 9 AM to Noon) as stated on the back cover of 
Grace Tidings. Or, you may pick them up when you come for 
church services. (Read the article about how to register on page six) 
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Communication with Pastor Colleen 

While we continue with this challenging time during the pandemic, we are following synod and CDC 
guidelines to wear masks and maintain distance. Pastor Colleen does not have regular office hours at the 
church, however, you may email Pastor at pastor@graceshillington.org or you call/text her cell phone: 
215.264.5274. Please note that Pastor’s days off are Fridays and Saturdays. Contact her on these days 
ONLY in case of an emergency, please. 

In case of a Pastoral emergency, she can be reached 24/7.  

Please note that Pastor Colleen uses this phone for all emergencies which means the volume is always on. 
If not an emergency, please refrain from texting or calling before 9 AM or after 9 PM.  
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